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Allied Citizens Opposing Pollution ‘89 MR 20 A
P.0. Box 195
Palmyra, N.J. 08065

Secretary ks
U.8. NRC

Washington, D.C. 20555

Attn: Docketing and Service Branch

Dear Secretary:;

The enclosed Ordinance/Resolution Against the Deregulation of
Radioactive Waste (‘Below Regulatory Concern'), has been passed
by the following representatives of grass roots environmental
groups which cover the area of N.Y., Northern New Jersey and
Southern New Jersey. These representatives have affiliated
themselves and their groups with a regionally formed Mid-Atlantic
Coalition Against Incinerators group. Among the concerns of
these individual and this regional group is the accumulative
effect policies such as the one that is the subject of this
letter, would have on the region's environment. We are acc-
utely awvare of the inherent dangers of mass burning municipal
solid waste. The "Below Regulatory Concern" deregulation
policy the NRC has proposed will significantly increase those
dangers because; a) the NRC has no real life data to base it's
mathematical calculations on, b) the NRC's policy provides no
assurance as to what amount of BRC waste can accumulate at one
particular disposal site, c¢) individual state Departments of
Environmental Protection have mandated no monitoring devices
for significant accumulations of radio activity at waste dis-
posal sites, d) no assessment on air impacts due to wind roads
has been performed, e) no assessment on crop da.;age due to the
composting of sewage sludge has been performed.

Enclosed please find a map of incinerator projects in the State
of New Jersey. It is being submitted as an example of the accumu-
lative impact these facilities will have on the State especially

in the light of the NRC's proposed policy. Please note that
not all incineration facilities are included on this map therefore
the impact will be much more significant. With out real life

data and an accumulative assessment to base a decision upon the

NRC's proposed pclicy can be classi‘ied as 'arbitrary and capricious"
and should be recinded.

Sincerely, gggS?:g?Ss 890310

/@' Al ton CHP1 53FR49886 PDR

Patrice Meloni,
Allied Citizens Opposing Pollution/ Borough of Palmyra Environmental
Advisory Committee/ Mid-Atlantic Coalition Against Incineration.
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- “CRDINANCE/RESOLUTION
Against Deregulation »f Radiocactive Waste

("Below Regulatory Concern")

Whereas, the United States Congress and the United States Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) have approved the concept of
deregulating heretofore radicactive waste to the status of
nonradjocactive waste (waste "Below Regulatory Concern,"
BRC) ,

Whereas, such deregulated radiocactive waste will go to landfills,
severs, incinerators and any other facilities for seolid,
liquid or hazardous waste, which are neither designed nor
intended to take radiocactive waste,

Whereas, it has been estimated that up to 40% of the volume of
what is currently considered "low-level" radicactive waste
could be deregulated by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

Whereas, evidence is growing that exposure to low-levels of
ionizing radiation have greater negative health effects than
previocusly assumed by national and international agencies,

Whereas, radiation and chemrmicals have synergistic effects on the
envircnnent and human health and such exposures to both may
result from deregulaticn cf nuclear waste,

Therefore, be it resclved that the (your jurisdiction-state,
town, county, municipality, landfill, incinerator,
organization, etc) prohibits the acceptance of radiocactive
wvaste deregulated or otherwise at any scolid, liquid, or
hazardous wvaste facilities, or down the drains, in this
jurisdiction.

Therefore, be it resolved that this body hereby informs the
appropriate potentially affected local, state and federal
agencies of this resolution/cordinance.

Therefore, be it resolved that this body calls for the US
Congress to rescind Section 10 of the 1985 Low-Level
Radicactive Waste Policy Amendments Act (PL 99-240)
which requires the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to set BRC
standards.

that this body urges

Therefore, be it resclved/that the US NRC halt all activities
that will result in deregulating nuclear waste and

nuclear materials (BRC). i
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Leaky landfills will leak radicactive materials. Incinerators
will release radicactive gasses. Vorkers at these sites (and
possibly at hospitale or other places of generation) will
inevitably be exposed to more radicactivity, but the amount may
never be determined. Padiocactive and chemical wastee can act
synergistically to increase the damage to human health and the
environment.

? Concress passed amendments to the 1980
Low Level Radicactive Waste Policy Act in December 1985. Sectiun
10 ca2lls for NRC to set up a simplified procedure for waste
cenerators to get their waste exempted from regularory control.
NRC is now encouraging generators to petition to have their waste
exempted.

o Ca

-> Inform your local landfill, incinerator and sewage treatment
plant workers, and activists that work on those issues, of this
new policy because no precautions will be required by NRC nor
monitoring done at those sites.

-> Write a letter to the editor of your local or regional
newspaper to get the messace to the public and the press about
what is being slipped through without azsking us=-~the people who
are taking the raciation risks.

-> Contact your municipal and county officials and
representatives since these entities are often responsible for

waste management and may be unaware of the deregulation of
nuclear waste.

-> Since a federzl law (PL 99-240) established the Below
Regulatory Concern provision, we need to inform our stzte and

federal legislators that the provision should be removed from the
law.

-> Please send NIRS a copy of your letters or sign up to
receive future information on nuclear vaste "Below Regulatoiry
Concern.”

Contact us if you'ld like more information or if you have iceas

on this! Thanks for your interest znd time on the radiation
issue.

. . 4 .
@/*dfw" B CZA/%/
Diane D'Arrigo

Nuclear ¥Waste Project Firector
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