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USNRC, Reglon |V

ATTN: Mr., D. Blalr Spitzberg
8611 Ryan Plaza, Sulte 1000
Ariington TX 78011

1. The 1168 Technica! Operation Division at McClellan AFB CA s
currentiy authorized nine strontium eu Titanate (one moce! 25 A
at 8° ¥C!, one mode! E at 78 kCi, and seven mocde! Fs at 81 kCI
each) and one strontium 80 orthotitanate (mode! 100F at 280 kC1),
radiothermoelectr ic generators (RTGs) manufactured by Tele” ne
Energy Systems. The RTGs are used at an urmanned facllity _t
flve sites, each with two RTGs In the vicinity of Benchmark
Monty, Burnt Mountaln AK for the generation of eiectricity.
These sites are 18.6 miles E/NE of Christlan AK and 65 miles
north of Ft. Yukon AK (latitude N67 26'068'' and longltude Widd4
386'11'') and are contalined |n iocked, fenced, contalined and
secure areas. Access to tne sites can enly be practically
accomp ! Ished by alr,

2. The current leak teet condition Is six months and has been
carrled out thus far durling late spring ancd earily fall, However,
with this schedule, there have been problems [n obtalning safe
alr transportation of personne! to the sites due to unpredictable
and Inclement weather condlitions., We do not bel leve that the
incremental radliation safety value attained by performing six
month |eak tests offsets the endangerment to human || fe presentsd
by attempting alr travel during unpredictable and Inclement
weather condltions which prevall most of the year at the sites.
Reguest NRC grant an exception to the six month |[eak test
requlrement, allowing !eak tests and physical (nventorlies to be
made annually during the few months of most statlie weather
condltions which occur |n summer.,

3. Any questions or comments regarding the above shoulc be
addressed to this office at commercial telephone number [(5612)
636~3321 or In wrlfipg.
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DAVJD G. WOOD/ Coi— USAF, BSC cc: HQ USAF/SGP
Executlve Secretary, HQ AFLC/SGBE
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