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The Reverend Harry Suxmers
Executive Secretary

New Mexico Inter-Church Agency
P. 0. Box 8036

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87108

Dear Reverend Summers:

This is in respomse %o your letter of October 22, 1979, in which you en-

closed a copy of your October 19, 1979 letter to the Representative of

Church World Service in Washington, D. C., regarding your assessment of

conditions and need in the Church Rock area. e

During the time of your study, the Human Services Department was also in
( the process of taking action to alleviate the problem and has addressed
some of the conditions you mention.

On September 4, 1979, Mr. Ingram requested that the Department of Agricul-
ture designate the Church Rock area in Mckinley County as a disaster area
so 2s to provide food stamp benefits to all households experiencing dif-
ficulties as a result of the tailings dam spill. Please see copy of Mr.
Ingranm's letter vhich is enclosed as Attachment #1. Regretfully, the
Department of Agriculture denied this request and so advised Mr. Ingram.
Please see copy of USDA's denial which is enclosed as Attachment #2.

On September 21, 1979, Mr. Edward Begay, Chairman of the Church Rock Ac-
tion Cormittee in Gallup, made a formal request to Mr. Ingram for emergency
issuance of food stamps for the pezople adversely affected as a result of
the spill. Please see copy of Mr. Begay's letter which is enclosed as
Attachment #3. This request was forwarded to the Depa-tment of Agriculture
on October 17, 1979, and on October 25, 1979, a telegram was received from
USDA advising that the Department of Human Services could once again apply
for emergency sta=ps if the Department could datermine that, in this in-
stance, « quick response is needed to meet a sudden, heavy demand at the
food stamp office; that only a short term loss of income is expected; that
property repairs and land reclamation will not be lengthy; and that the
ongoing program cannot meet the food needs of the affected households.

4020099 791113
onR ADOCK 0400%87

L]

. .
il ¢ v se ar




'l.'he Reverend Harry Suﬂn. A . ‘ |

Wovember 13, 1979 |
Page 2 |

Wnile we can all agree that there is economic disruption for many house-
holds in the Church Rock area, we have been reluctant in resubnitting a
second request for declaration of the Church Rock community as a disaster
area since we cannot meet the criteria requested by USDA.

With regard to inadequate water supplies and storage tanks, I am forward=-
ing a copy of your letter to Dr. George Goldstein, Secretary of Healch
and Environment, and askinz thaz he look into this matter and communicate
directly with you regarding this problem.

I appreciate your taking the time to look into conditions at Church Rock,
and hope that the humau and social problems_ are in the process of resolu-

tion.
Siﬁcorely.

G Ky

B ING
GCovernor

cc: Dr. Ceorge Coldstein, Secretary
Health and Environment Department
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