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“* The Honorable Charles E. Grassley

Enited States Senate August 17, 1989
a

shington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator Grassley:

Enclosed with your July 24, 1989 letter to Chairman Kenneth M, Carr of the
Muclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) was a letter from one of your constituents,
Mr. John T. Shaff. Mr. Shaff is concerned that & containment modification to
install hardened vents is not being immediately implemented &t Quad Cities
Station, Units ] and 2. The Commission has carefully evaluated this matter
and has concluded thet it need not immediately require all plants with Mark 1
containments to install hardened vents,

However, July 11, 1989, the Commission directed the NRC staff:

... to initiate plant-specific backfit analyses for each of the

Mark I plents to evaluate the efficacy of requiring The instaila-

tion of hardened vents at such plants. Tiis shoulo be accomplished
taking into consideration the individual plant designs and their
respective capabilities to withstand overpressurization events.

Where the backfit analysis supports imposition of such a requirement,
and after consideration of information from licensees, the staff
should proceed accordingly with the imposition of a requirement that
such a plant install & reliable, hardened vent. The objective should
be to complete this process, including installation of hardened vents
where justified, within three years. The staff's backfitting schedule
should include consideration of the refueling outage schedule for each
plant in order to ensure that reasonable plant implementation dates
are met.

The direction provided by the Commission, which the NRC staff is following, is
consistent with the NRC rule pertaining to backfit requirements. The purpose
of the backfit rule is to assure that modifications imposed by the staff will
result in a substantial increase in the overall protection of the public health
and safety and that the costs of implementation for the licensee are justified
in view of the increased protection. This approach protects both the health
and safety of the public and prevents unwarranted expenditures by the utilities
and ultimetely their rate-payers.

Sincerelyqigina! SIEnes By:
ames M. Taylor

James M. Taylor

Acting Executive Director

for Operations

Similar letters sent to:
The Honorable Tom Harkin
United States Senator
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The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Grassley:

Enclosed with your July 20, 1989 letter to Chairman Kenneth M. Larr of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) was a letter from one of Jour constituents,
Mr. John T. Shaff. Mr. Shaff is concerned that a containmest modification to
install hardened vents is not being immediately implemented at Quad Cities
Station, Units 1 and 2.
On July 11, 1989, the Commissiun directed the NRC sta
.++» to initiate plant-specific backfit analysed for each of the
Mark 1 plants to evaluate the efficacy of regliring the installa-
tion of hardened vents at such plants. Thig should be accomplished
taking into consideration the individual pXant designs and their
respective capabilities to withstand overpressurization events.
Where the backfit analysis supports impgéition of such a requirement,
and after consideration of information Arom licensees, the staff
should proceed accordingly with the ipposition of a requirement that
such a plant install a reliable, hardened vent. The objective should
be to complete this process, including installation of hardened vents
where justified, within three yearf. The staff's backfitting schedule
should include consideration ¢~ the refueling outage schedule for each
plant in order to ensure that reésonable plant implementation dates
are met,

The direction provided by the Compfission, which the NRC staff is following, is
consistent with the NRC policy with regard to backfit requirements. The
purpose of this policy is to asfure that only those modifications that have
safety significance are impleménted. This approach protects both the health
and safety of the public and prevents unwarranted expenditures by the utilities
and ultimately their rate-payers.

Sincerely,
James M, Taylor

Acting Executive Director
for Operations

Identical letters Aent to:

The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Tom Tauke
United States Senator United States House of
131 E. 4th Street Representatives

3148 Federal Building Washington, D.C. 20515

Davenport, 1A 52801
(Document Name - GT 4646)
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The Honorable Charles E. Grassley
ATTN: Paul M. Collisor

135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Grassiey:

Enclosed with your July 20, 1989 letter to Chairman "enneth M. Carr of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) was & letter from one of your constituents,
Mr. John T. Shaff. Mr. Shaff is concerned that a containment modification te
install hardened vents is not being immediately implemented at Quad Cities
Station, Units 1 and 2,

On July 11, 1989, the Commission directed the NRC staff:

... to initiate plant-specific backfit analyses for each of the

Mark I plants to evaluate the efficacy of requiring The installa-

tion of hardzned vents at such plants. This should be accomplished
taking into consideration the individual piant designs and their
respective capabilities to withstand overpressurization events.

Where the backfit enalysis supports imposition of such & requirement,
and after consideration of informetion from licensees, the staff
should proceed accordingly with the imposition of a requirement that
such a plant install a reliable, hardened vent. The objective should
be to complete this process, including installation of hardened vents
where justified, within three years. The staff's backfitting schedule
should include consideration of the refueling outage schedule for each
plant in order to ensure that reasonable plent implementation dates
are met.

The direction provided by the Conmission, which the NRC staff is following, is
consistent with the NRC policy with regard to backfit requirements. The
purpose of this policy is to assure that only those modifications that have
safety significarce are implemented. This approach protects both the health
and safety of the public and prevents unwarranted expenditures by the utilities
and ultimately their rate-payers.

Sincerely,
James M. Taylor
Acting Executive Director
for Operations 1
This correspondence addresses policy issues previously resolved
by the Commission, transmitse factual information, or restates
Commission policy. |
|
|
1
|
\
|

Identical letters sent to:

The Honorable Tom Tauke The Honorable Tom Harkin
2244 Rayburn House Office Building 131 E. 4th Street
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Honorable Charles E. Gressley -2 -

The direction ﬁrovided by the Commission, which the NRC staff is following, 1
consistent with the NRC policy with regard to backfit requirements. The

purpose of this policy is to assure that only those modifications that have
safety significance are implemented. This approach protects both the health

and safety of the public end prevents unwarranted expenditures by the utilities
and ultimately their rate-nayers.

Sincerely,

James M. Taylor
Acting Executive Director
for Operations
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Honorable Charles E. Grassley -2 -

The guidance provided by the Commission, \thich the NRC staff is following, 1s
consistent with the NRC policy with regarc to backfit requirements. The
purpose of this policy 1s to assure that un. those modificatipfs that have
safety significance are implemented. This approach protects pouth the health
and safety of the public and prevents needless expenditures by the utilities.

Sincerely,

James M. Taylor
Acting Exgcutive Director
for Opérations
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