Docket No, 50-293

Mr. Ralph G. Bird

Senior Vice President - Nuclear
Boston Edison Company

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
RFD #1, Rocky Hill Road
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Dear Mr, Bird:

Enclosed for your information is a copy of a letter dated June 5, 1989, from
the Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, to the Representative of

the Ecology Center of Southern California. The letter (1) acknowledges receipt
of a Petition filed by the Ecology Center of Southern California, and (2) states
that the Petition is being treated under 10 CFR 2.206 of the Commission's
regulations,

Please contact me if you have questions on Lhis issue.

Sincerely,

Original signed by:

Daniel G. McDonald, Jr.
Senfor Project Manager
Project Directorate 1-3
Division of Reactor Projects I/I11

Enclosure:
As stated

cc: Service List

DISTRIBUTION: Docket File, NRC&Local PDRs, DMcDonald, MRushbrook, BGrimes,
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Mr. Ralph G. Bird
Boston Edison

cc:

Mr. K. L. Highfill

Station Director

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
RFD #1 Rocky Hi11 Road
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Resident Inspector's Office

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Post Office Box 867

Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Chairman, Board of Selectmen
11 Lincoln Street
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Office of the Commissioner

Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Quality Engineering

One Winter Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Office of the Attorney General
One Ashburton Place

20th Flocr

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Mr. Robert M. Hallisey, Director

Radiation Control Program

Massachusetts Department of
Public Health

150 Tremont Street, 2nd Floor

Boston, Massachusetts 02111

Regional Administrator, Region |

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road

King of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406

Mr. James D. Keyes

Reguletory Affairs and Programs Group
Leader

Boston Edison Company

25 Braintree Hill Park

Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station

Mr. Ralph G. Bird

Senior Vice President - Nuclear
Boston Edison Company

Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
RFD#1, Rocky Hill Road
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Mr. Richard N. Swanson, Manager
Nuclear Engineering Department
Boston Edison Company

25 Braintree Hill Park
Braintree, Massachusetts 02184

Ms. Elaine D. Robinson
Nuclear Information Manager
Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station
RFD #1, Rocky Hill Road
Piymouth, Massachusetts 02360

Charles V. Barry

Secretary of Public Safety
Executive Office of Public Safety
One Ashburton Place

Boston, Massachusetts 02108




Enclosure

UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20686

June 5, 1989

Ms. Anna Harlowe

Issues Coordinator

Ecology Center of Southern California
P. 0. Box 35473

Los Angeles, California 90035

Dear Ms. Harlowe:

This letter acknowledges the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's
(NRC's) receipt of your Petition on behalf of the Ecology Center of
Southern California dated March 8, 1989. Your Petition requests the
NRC to fix or close all nuclear power reactors designed by the General
Electric Company (GE). As bases for this requect, you allege that
(1) in 1972, a member of the NRC staff recomm:nde; that GE-designed
reactors be banned in the United States; (2) in 1975, GE engineers
generated the "Reed Report" that detailed dozens of safety and economic
.problems with GE-designed reactors and that recommended that GE stop
selling those reactors; (3) in 1986, an NRC official admitted that 24
GE reactors with Mark ] containments had a 90 percent chance of failure
in a nuclear accident; (4) in 1987, an NRC task force confirmed that
Mark I containments were virtually certain to fail in an accident;
(5) according to NRC safety studies, Mark Il reactors have many possible
scenarios for early containment faiiures; and (6) Mark 11 designs, on
which the Reed Report focused, have dozens of safety and economic
problems and have suffered massive cost overruns during construction as
@ result of design problems.

The NRC will review the Petition in accordance with 10 CFR 2.206, and 1
will issue a formal decision with regard to it within a reasonable
time. A copy of the notice that is being filed with the Office of the
Federal Register for publication is enclosed for your information.

Sincerely,
omas E. Murley, Director
ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosure:
As stated
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 50-293, ET.AL.*

EOSTOM EDISON COMPANY, ET AL.*
PILGRIN NUCLEAR POWER STATION, ET AL.*

RECEIPT OF PETITION FOR DIRECTOR'S DECISION UMDER 10 CFR.2.206

Notice fs hereby given that by Petitfon dated March 8, 1989,

Ms. Annz Harlowe, on behalf of the Ecology Center of Southern California
(Ecology Center), has requested the Nuclear Regulatory Commissfon [NRC or
Comissfon) to initiate enforcement action involving all boiling water
reactors now operating or under construction. The Ecology Center
"roquested that the NRC fix or close a1l nuclear power reactors designed
by the General Electric Company (GE). As bases for, this request,

the Ecology Center alleged that (1) 1n 1972, a member of the NRC staff
recommended that GE-designed reéactors be banned in the Unfted Stat:s;
(2) in 1975, GE engineers generated the *Reed Report" that detailed
dozens of safety and economic problems with GE-designed reactors and
thet recommended that GE stop selling those reactors; (3) in 1986, an
NRC officfe) admitted that 24 GE reactors with Mark I containments had

8 90 percent chance of feflure in & nuclear accident; (4) in 1987, an
NRC task force confirmed that Mark 1 containments were virtually

certain to fafl in an accident; (5) according to NRC safety studies,
Mark II resctors have many possible scenarios for early containment
fetlures; and, (6) Mark 11 designs, on which the Reed Repcrt focused,
have dozens of safety and economic probiems and have suffered massive

cost overruns during construction as & resuit of design problems.



e

The request {s being treated pursuent to 10 CFR 2.206 of the
Commission's regulatfons. The NRC will take appropriate action on the
Petition within & reasonsble time,

A copy of the Petition 1s available for inspection in the Commissfon's
Public Document Room, 2120 L Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., 20555.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

stk ouegd

s H. Sniezek, Acting Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Bated at Rockville, Maryland,
this 5th day of June 1989.



