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MEMORANDUM FOR: - Shar.a R, Connelly, Director

0ffice of Inspector and Auditor

FROM: George A. Muliey, Jr., Assistant Director
for Investigations
Office of Inspector and Auditor

SUBJECT: ALLEGATION CONCERNING FORT ST. VRAIN

On Seprember 26, 1986, ! received a telephone call from James Sutton, who was
a reactor 1n5pector w1th Region IV, NRC, until he retired on July 4, 1984,
Sutton called to relay his concern about the operation of Fort St. Vrain.
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Sutton reported that he had received information which indicated that Fort St.

Vrain was not able to achieve a safe shutdown because of the inability of the

steam generators to adequately handle the flow of water needed to cool down
- the reactor from 100% power. Sutton claimed that the NRC-staff was aware of

the problem, yet it allowed the reactor to operate for two months (April and

May 1986). Sutton further asserted that the staff was not interested in

correcting the problem, which according to Sutton could not be corrected, but

instead was only interested in deve1op1ng calculations to justify operating

Fort St. Vrain with the deficient generators.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Sharon k. Connelly, Director
Nffice of Inspector and Auditor

FROM: George A. Mulley, Jr., Assistant Director
for Investigations
Office of Inspector and Auditor

SUBJECT: ALLEGATION CONCERNING FORT ST. VRAIN

On September 26, 1986, 1 received a telephone call from James Sutton, who was
a reactor inspector with Region IV, NRC, until he retired on July 4, 1984.
Sutton called to relay his concern about the operation of Fort St. Vrain,

Sutton reported that he had received information which indicated that Fort St.
Vrain was not able to achieve a safe shutdown because of the inability of the
steam generators to adequately handle the flow of water needed to cool down
the reactor from 100% power. Sutton claimed that the NRC staff was aware of
the problem, yet it allowed the reactor to operate for two months (April and
May 1986). Sutton further asserted that the staff was not interested in
correcting the problem, which according to Sutton could not be corrected, but
instead was only interested in developing calculations tc justify operating
Fort $t. Vrain with the deficient generators.
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OIA CS 5-2 was Interviewed te ephonically regarding hie confidentiality
agreement with DRISKILL. He Stated essentially ac fol)ows
He was employed by Brown and Root, Inc., as a Quality Control (QC)
4 . "
inspector at the (

anche P

k Steam Electric Sta
met DRISKILL around
vximately Tive or STx conversatione with hin

when he terminated. He did $1gn a confident i ve to
the information he provided. The information he provided was of a highly
technical nature and in his Opinion the information reflected directly on
the safety of the CPSES and the employees and general public living near

the facility. Subsequent to the time he started providing information to
ORISKILL he noticed an increased amount of pressure being pla on

e twee
811ty agreemen

and Evert MOUSER by employees of the ricensee. alet
obsery d € licensee was Paying increased attention to the problem

areas miswsseo with DRISKILL. MOUSER and he were the primary QC
1nspec ¢ those areas. els that althOugh the pressure being
placed or him inCreased affe started roviding information to
ORISKILL, there was never any to believe confiden-
tiality had been compromised, ang €r confronted by anyone
accusing him of supplying informat L0 the NRC. ‘ra_g no reason te
question the trust he placed in DRISKILL.
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CASE SUMMARY
o1TLE: Camanche Peak (D. Driskill disclosed File No.: Ina 85-1L
conf idential info) Date Opened: 1/16/85

Investigator: G. Mullev
17770 ¢ Kinns
NRC REGION: .
SITE: (Camanche Peak Ins;»ect;cn:
INVEstigatieny oo
(criminal =integrity-EBO-other)
Review:

LICENSEE:

CONTRACTOR:

ALLEGATION: During a January 5, 198%, deposition of Mr. Evert Mouser, a former OC
inspector at Camanche Peak, he alleged that Mr. Donald Driskill, OI

Investigator, imeoperly disclosed confidential infomation to the
Applicants.,
DATES SIGNI1FICANT DEVELOPMENTS
1/13785 Memo fram Scinto to Hayes, subject above,
1/16/85 Arsigned to George Mulley.
1/26/85 Reviewed memo and attached testimony of Mouser. Information alleaes that

Driskill provided confidential information to the applicant. There is no
indication that Driskill violated the confidentiality of any confidential
source. Because NRC policy is to protect the identity of the source of
information and not the information itself, there is nothina to indicate that
Driskill's actions were improper. Consequently, there is no basis for an

O1A investicnation. Prepared memo to Deputy Director recommendina this matter
be closed in the files of this office.
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