Dear "r., Kent:

Thir is in response to your letter of August 19, 1963, in which you
ralse several questions regarding the nuclear power plant proposed
to be constructed at Bodege Fead, California. Toe Pacific Cas &
Electric Company's spplication is before the Cormission as a regu-
latory matter and is currently being evaluated by the Commission's
regulatory steff. You will understand, therefore, that it would
be inappropriate for me to comment at this time on its merits.

As you sre undoubtedly aware, at the Commission's request, the

11, 5. Geelogical Survey bepan, early in Mey, a study of the geo logy
of Bodega Read. When the report on that study has been received
from the U, S. Geological Survey, we will be in a better position
to complete our amalysis of the suitability of the Eodega llead site
and to set a date for public hearing on the Company's application.
hAs we announced last January, the public will be given thirty days
notice of the date of the hearing, which will be held in Sants Rosa,
California, through a notice published in the Federal legister. In
addition, a public announcement will be issued. A copy of the notice
of hearing and the announcement will be sent directly to you when a
date for the hearing has been established. The public hearing will
be held before an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. At the hear-
ing the "acific Gas & Electric Company must present evidence cone
cerning its proposal from the standpoint of public health and saf ety
and members of the technical staff of the Commission will prescat
their evalustion of the sefety sspects of the plant, Evidence cone
cerning the selsmology of the area will be of special imporeance in
the hearing.

I am enclosing a copy of the Commission's "Rules of practice", 10
CFR Part 2. You will note that provision is made underthe regula-
tion for participation of members of the public in hearings such as
the one to be held at Senta Rosa,.

You indicated that you are awere of the limitstions of the J\R”:;;e‘
tion of the Atomic Energy Commission. You will understand, M““
that locel moning, conservation and the esthetics of a proposcd

e

et

870918007
B709180072 851217 ,v--d)qJ_Bbd’/'Z-
FIRESTOBD-465 PDR &7/



“r. Roger Yent «2e

are metters more properiy within ~tate end l[ocal jurisdiction md
are not within the purview of the Atomic Energy Commission. For
that resson, such netters will not be fesues which will be cone
sidered at the publilic liearing,

Tou sre correct in vour underatandling that expenditures which have
been mede by the racifi¢c Cas 4 Electric Company in deveiopment of
the proposed site are sl the Zompany's risk, The fact that such
expendi tures have been vade will be accorded no welght by the Come
wission (m its determinntion as to whether a construction permit
should be lssued, You will mote that Section 50,10(b) of the en-
closed regulatiom, 10 "1R Part 50, "Liceasing of Production and
Utilizstion Facilities”, provides that certain sctivities relative
to site preparation are perwmissible prior to the obtalning of a
construction permit,

A comstruction permit will mot be issued unless the Coemission,
following the public hearing #md decision by the Atasic Safety and
Ligeasing Board and comsideration of 211 factors besring upon safety,
is convinced that the reactor con be comscructed and operated at the
proposed location without undue risk to the health and safety of the
Nbl‘c.

“incerely vours,

chairman

Mr, Koger Kent, Northeyn Chairnan

Cilifornia Democrstic State Central Committee

212 Sutter Street

San Framciseco 8, Cslifornia bee: Chairman (2)
Cong. Lia. (2)
Secretariat (2)
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