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Thie 1s to supplement Joe Fouchard's discussion with
you on December 26 concerning Dr. Alexander Grendon's
request that the public hearing on the Bodega Bay
reactor be held in California.

Dr. Grendon called the SAN informaticn office om
December 26 to inform AEC that & citizen group was
reported to be circulating petitions requesting that
the hearing be held in Califormis. The citizen group
reportedly 1s implying that such a petition is the only
way that the hearing could be held there. or. Grendon
believes that some firm expression from AEC that the
bearing will be held in Californ‘a should be made now,
even though we still do nmot have an application for
coustruction permit.

We recommend that you inform Dr. Grendon that when the

PG and E application is ready for hearing, the hearing
will be held in California. We believe this is consistent
with past practice of the Commission where unusual citizen
interest has been expressed (Elk River, for examp le), It
also will belp to show the citizens of the Bodega area
that we are aware of their interest, and we are voluntarily
planning to hold the hearing in California. We believe
that Dr. Grendon would plan to make your letter public,

Two recent news stories are attached which are indicative
of the growing interest in AEC proceedings concerning
Bodega Head.

Attachment

cc: R, Lowenstein, L&R
R. Southwick, San Francisce Operations Office
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From the Sacramento Bee, Tuesday, December 25, 1962

PETITIONERS OPPOSE PGE NUCLEAR PLANT

Santa Rose, Sonoma County, Califernia:-----The Northern California
Association to Preserve Bodega Head and Harbor is circulating a petition against
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company Nuclear Power Plant at Bodega Head. The
petition now being circulated in Sonoma County is aimed at the Atomic Energy
Commission, the State Public Utilities Commission, and the Sonoma County Board
of Supervisors. The petition appeals to the three public bodies asking for
@ public hearing. The measure also asks for public hearings in Sonoma County.
The AEC has yet to grant a construction permit to the utility for the reactor.

The Association is attempting to have these hearings held on the West Coast.




¢ ;
: ’ ! e ™ ™ ( |
b . <UL LLCACIor Sale ¥ }
|
, " |
oY o A ¥ pw_ i d |
Faclors Are Argue
(Continued Lo Page 1) ervor in the test and training re.
tion. he suid, ind Sumaaras now actor, Dr, Surgent said the actual
in ust in this country are only cause is still unknown.
"Ruesses. | “The intent of reactor salety de-
“The sale dose™ of radiation, Sign." said Dr. Thomton, *is of
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|scientists, who are only absorvers The PGLE proposal is for o 1
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| Dr. Tho.uton Surgent, Univer-lgu o suppression containment,” D |
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: \design, which &.roum 0 ' |
| personnel and public against ‘
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| ; tal release of radioactivity, is be.
| lieved to be a significant advance
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| Dr. Richard C. i, University |
| : of Nevada physics professor, whof
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| Cists’ concern over the dangers of
| radiation, and who said jt is
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lent scientists who are free from
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| proceed at this juncture and re-
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and processes. Yy can de- .
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| . (granted o PGSE be held in abey-
‘ ance untl the whole subject . . ,
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By LON ET&GDA‘L o ! “None of ?h’l?p:akm':‘u Satur don duclm/éd he ‘md *a thous-|ing committes™ to solicit anti-plant
. The salcty of JPacific Gas & day night's meeling before about /¢ inaccuracies” in what was! pelitions.
Fleotric Co.'v proposed nucicar|120 persons said flatly the Bo- presented but when pressed byl “T“s man” Mr. Rodu de-
reactor g Dodega Tiead is the dega plant is likely to have an several of ihe speakors finally clared, “insults our intelligence!
new baitle ery of opposition to thalawmlc actident; but they said said he thought they were “errors We have the right o dislike any-
company's plans for a power plant/the safety systems are untried on i inlerpretation.” |thing we want . . "
there. 'a full scale-und that the question[” Bul Lo did promise (he group Mr. Grendon apologized.
A series of »ocakers at @ meet-\ef public protection shouid that he would ask that the Aumuc,' :
ing in Santa Rosa Saturday nigl\t’tmro fully explored. Eoergy Commission proceedings Speakers and )ssues
gkotched the hezards of 2 !wtm‘ A recurring theme ‘was that thejon PGEE's construction permit ap-|  Some of the speakers and issues
and of reactors in goicool ‘ovms. [ “experis” should not be trusted lication—the next big step=be rowed:
AnG others outlined paiis of ac- by the public, but that the public§ - d locally. ' | Dr. Maicolm: Pelersan, Tepresen-
tion that include appesls to the should be fully informed of thef iin prodicted he would be sue- wiive of he Gveater St Louis
Sonoma Courty Supervisors and sufety and then inake & decisionjcossiv! in  geting the hearings Citizens' Con. 'tiee for Nuclear
court action to halt the utility com- on the plant. "moved from Maryland, where they in.o-maiion w.J dirsctor of the
‘ pany's plans until further studios’ ; |are customarily held. Washinglon University Division of
cun be made. ! Midnight Debate And he said the AEC's proceed-|Gustroenterology, outlined the
‘ The big ggrosition in the carlier| The relative calm of g ~0%ings would deal with the questions sources of ruciation and the el
| baitle before the Pubiic Utilitics hour_meeting- was rippied near of “reactor salely; -and-dold theifects dn man—cancer, shortering
‘ Commission=hich (¢ compiny rudnight when Alexander Gren- crowd that “vou can't be your|of life and genelic changes trans
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plant would ¢ alroy the recreation. jof Atomie Energy Development expert.” ion.
seonic and solentific potensia! of ‘and Radiation Prowection. entored Thet rankled John Radu, Santa| Scientists and nat.ons disagree
the Dodege . adlanc. end Bodega the discussion. Ttosa, who with Marvin £. Brown, 'on whyt is @ *'sale” Jevel of radia-
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Peril at Bclega Head

Editor=Tne Public Utilities
Commission has approved the P.G.
& E. Bocega Head projectvirtu-
ally as presented by P.G. & E. and
with no safeguards assured for that
scenic and unique area.

The arguments by Dr. Thorn-
ton Sargent (The Chronicle,
g November 11) seemed convincing-
; ly to refute the rezsons presented
by P.G. & E. for its choice of this

location ik
Specifically, the very great
possibility that 2 temperature in-
version in the local waterway could
raise temperature for as much as a

few days to a level where much of . -

the life would be killed alone
makes the site most incompatible
with the needs for producing

: power . . .

: ASHTON ERQOWN.
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nology geochemistry professor).
Max Kortum, Petaluma rancher
and a strong ligure in the baltle
belore the PUC carlier this year.
told the group that Sonoma Coun-
ty Supervisors were “fooled con-
tinuously by the word ‘steam!
plant' " when the permit for the
plani was granted. i
They didn’t know then that thc‘
plant was to be atomic-powered,
he said, but now he said he hopes
a “proper hearing can be heid"

titude," and urged the audience to
be skeptical “of the experts,” and
to “remain skeptical of the people
who spoke here tonight.”

He saw Mr. Grendon in the rear
of the room at the Odd Fellows
hall and asked him to answer a
question from the floor ‘about the
possibilities ol “other uses” of the
Bodega site other than an electric
power plant.

Mr. Grendon used that as a plat-
form [rom which W explain the
official mechanisms for insuring
safety of the plant.

He intervenes in proceedings be-
fore the AEC, he said, on behal
of state agencies “'to see that noth-

B et e ———

“thousand inaccuracies™ statement
which brought a knot of speakers
around him. He said there were
“so many that i is impossible
to detail” them, but on pressure
from a couple of the speakers con-
ceded some might have been “‘mis-
interpretations.”

it “ i
LI Y ling is overlooked in the way of | TWt “extravagant things were

{t issued in 1960, |
| Phillip Berry, Oakland bwyer'
iwho represcnted the Sierra Club
jat the PUC hearings, told - the
igroup he finds sicongth in the
{argument that the use permit was
illegal, on grounds that PG&E
\didn't submit complete plans and
Ispecifications on application.

: “One of the really tragic things,”
he said, “is the atlitude taken by
lthe Board of Supervisors in this
county.” That altitude he defined
las “arrogant and presumptuous”
in “not holding one public hear-
ling™ on the question of the permit.
' David Pesonen, organizer of the
{meeting and a leader in the Sierra
'C!ub battle against the plant be.
fore the PUC, told the crowd that
“this isn't over yet."

“Skeptical Attitude”
“The democratic process,” e

safety.”

said” about the ‘relative haz-

A “measured risk" is icelards™ of the plant, and the “‘lone
of pm;u., M,-_r "Grcndo: m" of the meeting was not to inform,

and “we must not stifle progress|but to mis-nform.”

by not doing anything."

The meeting was aponson"ed by

Mr. Pesonen told the state offi-|the Northern California Associa-

cial that he presented “a very

tion to Preserve Budega Head and

able case for a very disabled sub- (Harbor, the Bodega Bay Chamber

ject,” and said Mr. Grendon an-/9° Commerce and the Santa Rosa

swered ua"bly'ov mm‘ “at a Unitarian Fcllowlhlp.

great tactical disadvantage.”

Mr. Grendon objected; he wasn't [
being glib, he said; his answers ||

were “carefully thought out and
honestly spoken."”

Mr. Grendon agreed--in answer
to a question from Mr. Pesonen—
that he'd attempt to get the AEC
hearings held locally.

But he warned that only testi-
mony of “‘experts” or those direct-
ly involved would be weighed by
the AEC.

, declured, “demands a skeptical at-

After the meeting he made hh
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