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Inlet Chase.

and ammonia hydroxide.

investigation of the event.

At approximately 2326 hours on Novembe:
(initial startup testing), an auto-actuation of the Control Room Ventilation
System to the recirculation mode occurred as a result of a toxic gas monitor
detecting high levels of toxic gas.
recirculation mode is an Engineered Safcty Feature (ESF).
Operators verified the recirculation mode damper lineup and initiated an
The investigation determined that the event was
caused by the toxic gas monitor detecting paint fumes containing hydrocarbons
which have infrared absorption characteristics similar to anhydrous ammonia

These a:e toxic gases of concern at the STPEGS.

Painting of a newly instulled door proved to be the source of the fumes.
Painting in the vicinity l.as been suspended until corrective actions are
The painting control procedure will be revised to include a

toxic gas evaluation before painting is allowed within the Control Room Air
This event represents a breakdown in the management control
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CORRECTIVE ACTION:

Painting was suspended in the vicinity of the monitors until corrective
actions are implemented. To prevent recurrence of this event, the following
corrective actions are being taken:

l. Warning signs or doors leading into tne air intake chase to warn personnel
of the effect of paints and solvents on the Control Room Ventilation
System have been installed.

2. The open penetrations in Room 501B will be sealed to prevent air from
passing between the return air plenum and the air intake chase. The
penetrations will be sealed by December 31, 1987,

3. The plant procedure controlling solvents, paints and painting processes
will be revised to include controls on the use of paint solvents in areas
connecting to the Control Room ventilation air supply. This procedure
will be revised by January 15, 1988,

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Although the South Texas Project has had a number of control room ventilation
actuations to recirculation mode, this event is unique as to its root cause.

No other occurrences of similar events have occurred at the South Texas

Prcject; however, there has been a task force formed to evaluate the design of
the Toxic Gas Monitoring System.
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l y PO. Box 1700 Houston, Texas 77001 (715) 228-9211

Houston Lighting & Power

December 18, 1987
ST-HL~AE~2452

File No.: G26
10CFR50.73

U. 8. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

South Texas Project Electric Generating Station
Unit 1
Docket Nos. STN 50-498
Revision 0Ol to the Licensee Event Report
Regarding a Control Room Ventilation
Actuation to Recirculation Mode Due to
a Toxic Gas Moniior Detecting Paint Fumes

Reference: HL&P letter ST-HL-AF-2440, dated December 12, 1987, from
G. E. Vaughn to USNRC Document Control Des! submitting
LER 87-014 (Revision 0),

The referenced Licensee Event Repovt (LER No. 87-014) was submitted with
& typographical error in the text, "Corrective Action", section. The
Corrective Action item number 2 of this section should read
"...December 31, 1987." in lieu of "...December 31, 1988". The attached
revision Ol tn the report corrects this error.

If you should have any questions on this matter, please contact
Mr. C.A. Ayala at (512) 972-8628.

/'f."/""/ e /
"“7//-/%7 A/,/-\,.
G. E. Vaugﬁn
Vice President
Nuclear Plant Operations
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Attachment: Revision Ol to the Licensee Event Report Regarding a
Control Room Ventilation Actuation to
Recirculation Mode Due to a Toxic Gas Monitor
Detecting Paint Fumes.

NL.LER87014 A Subsidiary of Houston Industries Incorporated







