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During a reactor startup on November 22, 1987 (1047 hours) three (3) control
rod drives were observed to have "double'" notched during withdrawal. Startup
was immediately terminated and all control rods inserted to allow investigation
of the problem.

On November 22, 1987 (1743 hours) during performance of Control Rod Drive
Timing tests, two (2) control rod drives were found to have withdraw times of
21,7 and 22.6 seconds. These values exceeded the Big Rock Point Technical
Specification 5.2.2(a) (iv) minimum withdraw time of 23 seconds.

Further investigation concluded that the CRD timing is affected by recirculating
pump valve position and flowrate. All thirty-two (32) control rod drives were
timed and reset to acceptable values with the recirculating pumps at full

flow.

At 0105 hours on November 23, 1987, reactor startup commenced.
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2. Following evaluation, procedure changes will be implemented where necessary
to ensure drives are tested during limiting plant conditions.

Safety Assessment

Core physics analysis is performed to ensure that control rod withdraw does

not exceed tne maximum ailowable deposited enthalphy specified by Exxon desirn
report XN-N¥-78-51, This analysis assumes a conservative rod withdraw time of
.60 seconds The minimum withdrawal time recorded in this event was 21.7
seconds which is greater than the limiting value of the physics analysis.

This cencludes that no damage to the fuel would occur even under the assumption
that the drive was completely withdrawn in 21.7 seconds.
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for CRD Withdraw Time) is attached. This event is reportable to the NRC
per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1).

OAE N

Ralph R Frisch
Senior Licensing Analyst

|

|

|
Licensee Event Report (LER) 87-013 {Technical Specification Violation - Limit

\

|

|

CC Administrator, Region III, NRC
NRC Resident Inspector - Big Rock Point Plant

Attachment
|
few“’ i
0C1287-0258-NL02 ‘\l




