Gentlemen:

cursuant to the provisions of 10 CFR 2.201, Georgia Pcwer Company
(GPC) submits the following information in response to NRC Inspecti
Report 50-424/87-34 concerning the inspecti conducted by Mr. P.

Stoddart of NRC Region II on May 18-22, )87. One apparent violatior
A copy of this response has been provided to NRC Region I
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Should you have any questions in this regard, please contact this
office at any time.

Sincerely,
OM Copetor—
L. T. Gucwa

JAE/Tm

Enclosure:

1. Violation 87-34-01 and GPC Response
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ENCLOSURE

PLANT VOGTLE - UNIT !
NRC DOCKET 50-424
OPERATING LICENSE NPF-68
NRC NOTICE OF VIOLATION 87-34-01 AND GPC RESPONSE

VIOLATION 50-424/87-34-01:
"Technical Specification 6.7.1 requires the establishment, implementation
end maintenance of written procedures for the control of releases of
radioactive materials to the environment. Nuclear Operations Procedure
13201-01 "Gaseous Releases,”" 1in Step 4.1.4, requires the closure and
tagging, with independent verification, of certain valves, 1including
Valve No. 1-1902-U4-073. :
.ontrary to the above, at 6:00 a.m. (sic) on May
-1902-U4-073 was found 1in a partially opened ( .
ntrolled release of gases from Waste Gas Decay Tank 4, resulting in the
advertent release to the environment of radioactive gases from Waste
s Decay Tank 2.

11s is a Severity Level IV violation (Supplement IV).
ESPONSE TO VIOLATION 50-424/87--34-01:
\dmission or denial of alleged violation:

eorgia Power Company (GPC) admits that the event did occu
the Inspection Report. However, after careful review of
2, Appendix C, Supplement IV, GPC believes that the
ould be reclassified to ¢ severity level V, "viclations

afety or environmental significance.

]
K

release was monitored through moniton
e reiease. n addition, a sampie
' department which
ecificatio
g of the
Snecification release rate
commitments were exceeded as a result of the
calculations have been performed which
radiation levels at the site boundary were
eria specified in 10CFR2 Appendix C, Supplement IV, Pz
rity Level 1V violations.

ed on the foregoing information, GPC requests
to Severity Level V.
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ENCLOSURE (Continued)

NRC NOTICE OF VIOLATION 87-34-01 AND GPC RESPONSE

Reason for violation:

The release of Waste Gas Decay Tank #2 through valve 1-1902-U4-073 when a
release of Decay Tank #4 was in progress was due to a partially
open valve. Documentation is available that indicates valve
1-1902-U4-073 was closed and verified closed for the release on May 17,
1987. However, this type valve, i.e., a diaphragm valve connected to a
reach rod through a clutch, may appear to be closed when in fact it is
partially open. Specifically, if the clutch on the reach rod operator is
not engaged when the valve handwheel is taken closed, the handwheel will

respond as if the valve is closed, when in fact, the valve will not be
closed.

The plant equipment operator (PEO) who positioned valve 1-1902-U4-073 was
not aware of the valve/reach rod characteristic described above.

Corrective steps which have been taken and the results achieved:

The subject valve was fully closed upon discovery of the partialiy open
condition. In addition, Shift Qualifiers (i.e., expert personrel hired
to train PEOs on the proper operation of plant equipment) hriefed the
operating crews on the proper method to upen and close valves having

r

reach rods. The PEO Basic Training Course now includes training on

valves that are positioned using reach rods.
1

Corrective steps which will be taken to prevent recurrence:

orrective actions which have already bheen taken and the administrative

iy e ehnil
ntrols which already exist should prevent recurrence of this vic

Date when full compliance will be achieved:

Full compiiance was achieved with the proper re f valve
1-1902-U4-073 on May 18, 1987.
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