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Russell E. Teague, M. D. -2.

f .

We appreciate your invitation to visit the Nuclear Engineering
facility subsequent to commencement of burial operations.

-C '
- . ,.

If we can be of any assistance to you in any matters concerning
your regulatory program, please contact us.

| ',
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. . .- Forrest Western, Director
. Division of Radiation Protection
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REASONS WHY THE STATE GOVERNMENTS SHOULD ASSUME CONTROL OFr ,

RADIOACTIVE WASTE DISPOSAL UNDER THE AEC_SIATE AGREEMENT
*

1. Considerable improvement in public relations can be an-
ticipated under state control of radioactive disposal. The state
government of necessity has close political relations with the
city. , county and local community. The likehihood of agreement
upon location of radioactive waste disposal dites, commercial
radioactive waste disposal firms, dte, is dach better and less
less local friction would be generated,

2.-The location of waste disposal sites withi.n the states
of fers economic advantages to radioactive material users in view
of the ;f act that transportation costs would be minimized. Addition-
al savings may be made, in elimination. of the incineration method of.
disposal,as bulky wasta can be hauled short di.stanceadx and effective
incinerators are costly. There is an economic advantage to the AEC
in that AEC contractors could use local state disposal facilities /

3. The number of d(sposal sites now existing in a given state
could be' reduced.. That is, it would not be necessary for individ-
users to use backyard burial, incineration, or disposal to seders ,
if other more economical, or more safer methods and locations for
disposal are provided. It kwould be possible for radioactive wasie
disposal to be concentrated at one location.

|

4 It is advantageous for the state to assume control of t-
radioact2ve waste. disposal because this activity is compatibde
with their normal functions. The states at present have programs
involving the control ,, operation dnd approval of sewage treatment
plants, underground water supplies, stream pollution, air poll-
ution,. industrial waste disposal, sanitary land fills, etc.
For them, radioactive waste disposal would be simply another
f actor that can be cbatrolled in their general program. {

1

5. In determining the loaction ou future disposal sites, the
states, because of their knowledge about local territory, ge6grathy ,
topography, geology, hydrology, etc. are in an ideal position to
select the proper location. Additionally, knowing local meteorologie
cal conditions and daily water usage, they are in a position for d
determining the exceptions to limits on incinerations or sewerage
disposal. .

6 The state already has personnel trained in evaluation of|

I envicommental health hazards, and will have pdrsonnel trained in |
radiation before an agrn ment is ef fected. Any hazards attendant )I
to radioactive waste d.' cosal should be readily controlled by

this combinatt ion of e..perience and training . i(
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