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On February 6,1989, it was discovered by a Chemistry Supervisor that a
gaseous grab sample of the Unit Vent had not yet been obtained following a
15% change in Rated Thermal Power which occurred cn Iebruary 4,1989. This
sampling is required by Technical Specification (T/S) 3.11.2.1. Although
the T/S does not specify the required time frame for performing the
sampling, an administrative guideline of 24 hours had been established.
Upon discovery of this situaticri, a sample was pranptly obtained ard
analyzed.

This event occurred as a result of cognitive personnel error by a shift
chmistry technician. Based on discussions with another technician ard a
partial review of the T/S requirements, the individual believed that only
charcoal and particulate sampling was necessary. This error was contrary to
the requirements of the Chmistry Shift Turnover Checklist, which specified
that a review of the T/S be perforTned to assure the sampling requirements
are satisfied. The individual has been counseled regarding this error.
This event and its consequence have been discussed in Chmistry Group
meetings to ensure other Chemistry personnel understand the sampling j
requirements. The necessity for strict procedural compliance has been

'

stressed to Chemistry technicians.
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On Febraary 6,1989, it was discovered that a gaseous grab sample of the ;

Unit Vent [VL] had not yet been obtained follcwing a 15% change in Rated j

Thermal Power which occ-Irrel on February 4,1989. This sampling is required |

by Technical Specification (T/S) 3.11.2.1. Although the T/S does not |

specify the required time frame for perfonning the sampling, an 1
adtninistrative guideline of 24 hours had been established. Because this
administrative guideline was not adhered to, this event is obncidered to be
in violation of the plant's Technical Specifications, and is being reported
pursuant to 10CFR50,73(r.)(2)(1)(B).

DESC2IPTION OF EVINPE
-n. - -

Technical Sp;cification 3.11.2.1 requires that a gaseous grab sample of the
Unit Vent be obtained "following shutdown, startup, or a THERMAL POWE9
change exceeding 15% of RNfED TfERMAL POWER within 1 hour period." 'Ihis
requirement is contained in Footnote 3 to Table 4.11-2, " Radioactive Gaseous
Haete Sampling and Analysis Program", and does not specify an allosable time
frane for the performance of this sampling and anMysis. Consequently, an
administrative guideline had been establish 6d requiring that the gaseous
samplirg and analysis be performed within 24 hours of the power change 6
order to satisfy this Surveillance Requirement. An additional footnote to
this table, Footnote 7, requires that charcoal and particulate samplirg be
pnrfocmed at least once per 24 hours for at least 7 days follcwing each
shutdown, startup or THER$L PJWER change exceeding 15% RATED THERMAL POWER
within a 1-hour period.

On February 3,1989, at 2252 CST, the unit entered Mode 2, Startup, fran
Mode 3, Hot Standby. The proper sampling was performed follcwing this
startup by the shift chemistry technician. During the chemistry technician
turnover at 0700 on February 4,1989, the on-coning technician was correctly
informed that all the necessary sampling had been performed. Subsequently
on day shift, reactor power as measured by the excore Nuclear
Instrumentation Cystem [IG] was increased by 15% within one hour. The
Control Rocm c,perators notified the technician on duty of this pwer
change. The technician perfonned the charcoal and particulate sampling
required by Footnote 7 to Table 4.11-2. [It was subsequently determined
that this was not actually a 15% change in Rated Thermal Pwer.] During
shift turnover at B00 CST on February 4, the chemistry technicians
discussed the sampiing requirements follcwing p:wer changes. During the
discussion the technicians reviewed the T/S footnote concerning the charcoal
and particulate s g ling requirements (Footnote 7), but did not review the
footnote concernirg gaseous sampling requiranenta (Footnote 3) . Followire
this review, it was concluded that gaseous sampling was only required
follcuire startup ard ehutdown.
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Subsequently, during power ascension, reactor themal power was increased by
appmximately 20%' Rated Themal Power between 2100 CST and 2200 CST on i

February 4, 1989. Basat on the earlier T/S review and discussions held
during the previous shift turnover, the technician believed that cnly the
charcoal aM particulate sampling was required. Consequently, this sampling
was performed properly, but the gaseous grab sampling was not performed at
that time.

On February 6,1989, while reviewing a suntnary of the weekerd Chemistry
Laboratory activities, a chemistry Supervisor discovered that the gaseous
sampling of the Unit Vent had rot yet been performed. Actions were pronptly

; initiated to obtain ard analyze the required sample. The results of the
'

sample analysis indicated no unexpected radionuclides.

HOOT ClWSE Ato CORRECTIVE ACTIGIS

This event occurred as a result of cognitive personnel error by a chemistry
technician. This error was contrary to procedural requirements. 'The
Chenistry Shift Turnover Checklist requires that if a power change has
occurred, that Table 4.11-2, Footnote 3, be reviewed to assure that the
sampling requirements are met. Tne irdividual involved in this incident

believM that the Unit Vent grab sample was only required following startup
or shutdcwn. Consequently, the individual believed incorrectly that all
required sampling had been perfomM, and informed the on-coning shift
technician that no further non-routine sampling was necessary.

Chanistry management has counselM this individual regarding this error. In i

addition, Chanistry management has discussed this event ard its consequences
in two Chemistry Group meetings to ensure Chemistry personnel are aware of !

and urderstand the sampling requirements. The necessity for strict
procMural ecmpliance has been stressed to the Chenistry technicians.

There have been to previous occurrences in which chentistry procedural
requirunents were not follcwed that resulted in a Technical Specification
violation.
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U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Mail Station F1-137 j

Washington, D. C. 20555

Subj ect : Docket No. 50-482: Licensee Event Report 89-005-00
..

Gentlemen:

The attached Licensee Event Report (LER) is submitted pursuant to 10 CFR
50.73 (a) (2) (i) concerning a Technical Specification violation.

'

Very truly yours,

f, '

Bart D. Withers
President and
Chief Executive Officer

BDW/j ad (

Attachment

cc: B. L. Bartlett (NRC), w/a
'

E. J. Holler (NRC), w/a
R. D. Martin (NRC), w/a
D. V. Pickett (NRC), w/a

P.O. Box 411 ! Burhngton, KS 66839 / Phone: (316) 364-8831 -

An Equal Opportunity Employer M F,NCVET


