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Kr, Jahn G, Sinclair, Jdr.
Sinclair Ressarch Compeny
Airport lloed

Littieriver, California

Dagr lir, Sinclair:

This replies to your letter of Saptember 5, 1963 addressed to
Chairman Seaborg in which you expressed concern with respect
to Lhe proposed construction of a nuclear poser regctor st
Bodega Bay, Celifornia.

At the Cazxission®s request, the U, S, Geclogical Survey,
Department of the Interior, has been conducting a thorough rield
study of ihe geology of Bodega Bay since early Kay. In addition,
expert consultants have been retained to assist the AEC
regulatory etaff in evaluating Pacific Gas & Eleetric Campany's
application with respect to the seismology of the ares and
structural design of the proposed plant. The Coast and Geodetic
Survey of the U, S, Department of Commerce alsc is assisting us
in our evalustion of the seismclogy.

4 report deted September 25, 1963 setting forih the results of
field work st the site through June 6, 1963 has been sulmitted

to the Atomic Hnergy Coumission by the Department of the Interior,
A sopy of en AEC public snnouncement esncerning the report is
enclosed. You will note that s further geclogical report has been
requested froam the Department of the Imterior,

Final sction on the Pacific Gas & Electric Company spplicatian
vill not be takem until the sdditional report reguested of the
Departaent of the Interior hes been received snd evalusted, In
addition, s construction permit will mot be issued unieas the
Comission, following @ public hearing and a decision Ly the
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board and congideration of all factors
bearing upon sefety is comvinced that the facility csn be con.
structed and operated at the proposed locstion without undue

rigk to the health and safety of the publie,
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ilso enclosed is a pewphlet which describes the procedures re.
lating to the licensing of power reactors by the Atomic Energy
Comaission, We sre confident that these procedures gnd their
provision for public bearing will emablc sll interested persons
Lo acquaint theaselves with the details of Pacific Cas 4 Electris
Campany's proposal snd will gessure thorough consideration of
a1l aspects of the proposed plant bearing upon the question of
whether it can be constructed and operated at the proposed site
without uadue risk to the health and safety of the public., It
is the practice of the Atomic Energy Commissicn to hold public
bearings in the vicinity of the proposed reasctor site.

It should be moted, however, that such matters as locsal zaning
and the esthetics of the site are matters within locs) and state

Jurisdiction gnd are not within the purview of the Atuaic Emergy
Comnlsglion,

Sincereiy yourse,

ol signed
by R. Lowenstdim

Robert( Lowenstein, DRirector
Division of Licensing and

fegulation

Enclosures:
1. Press elease
2. Pamphlet
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For Informarion
L~For appropriate bandling

For preparation of reply for Chairman's
signature (Refer to Manual Chapter 0240)

For discussion at Commissioners' Information
Meeting

For distribution t» other Cormissioners r

Daily Log

Howard C. Brown, Jr.
For the Chairman



