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Mr. John G. Sinclair, Jr.
.qSinclahr Research Carpeny

4
Airport Hood j
LLttleriver, California )

.{Dear Mr. Sinclair J

lhis replies to your letter of September 5,1963 addressed to
Chaiman Seaborg in which you expressed concern with respect -3
to the proposed construction of a nuclear power reactor at
Bodega Bay, California. ;

1

At the Commission's request, the U. S. Geolostcal Survey,
Department of the Interior, has been conducting a thorough field
stucty of the goalogy of Bodega Bay ainee early May. . In addition,
expert consultants have been retained to' assist the AEC
regulatory staff in evaluating Facific Gas & Electric Company's
application with respect to the saianology of the area and
struct. ural design of the propeeed plant. .The Coast and Geodetic j
Survey of the U. S. Department of Commeros also is assisting us i

in our evaluation of the seismologr.

A report dated September 25, 1963 setting forth the results of
field work at. the alte through June 6,1963 has been submitted ,

to the Atomic Energy Commission iqr the Department of the Interior.
A copy of an AI,C public announcement enncarning the report is
enclosed. You will note that a further. geologLeal report has been
requested frcm the Department of the Interior. -

Final action on the Pacific Gas'a Electric Compaar application
will not be taken until the additional report requested of the
Department of the Interior has been received and evaluated. In
addition, a construction posit will soc.be Lassed unless the
Commisaica, folloring a public hearing and 's desiston ny the .
Atomic Safety and Lionnaing Board and consideration of all factors
bearing upon safety is souvinced that the feellity osa be con.
strusted and operated at the proposed location without undue
risk to the health and safety of the public.-
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Also enclosed is a pamphlet which describes the procedures re
lat.ing to the licanaing of power reactors by the Atesnic Energy
Commission. We are confident that these procedures and their
provision for public hearing will enabic all interested persons
to acquaint thessolves wit.h the details' of Pseific Gas & Electric
Company's preposal and util assure thorough consideration of
all aspects of the pmposed plant bearing upon the question of
whether it can be constructed and operated at the proposed site
without undue risk to the health and safety of the public. It
is the practice of the'Atantic Energy Commission to hold public

' bearings in the vicinity of the proposed reactor site.

It should be acted, however, that such matters as local soning
and the esthetics -of the alte are matters within local and state
jurisdiction and are not within the purview of the Atcznic Energ/
Comatssion.

Sincerely youre,

OrW! net sigd
ty R. Lowenstefffr

Robert Lowenstein, Director,
Division of Licensing and

Regulation

Enclosuress
1. Press Release

i2. Pamphlet

Distribution:
Formal '

Supplemental
Public Document Room (2)
C. T. Edwards
G. Hadlock
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IFor preparation of reply for Chairman's

signature (Refer to Manual Chapter 0240)

For discussion at Consnissioners' Information
Meeting
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Howard C. Brown, Jr. ;

For the Chairman
'
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