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Failure ic Perform Surveillance Test as a Result of Technical Specification
Misinterpretation
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On December 7, 1987, while operating at 100% power, a review of plant proce-
required test of the Standby Gas Treatment Systemdures indicated that a

(SGTS) [BH] was not performed as required and had not been previously per-
formed. This test involves determining filter efficiency of the High Effi-
ciency Particulate Air (HEPA) and charcoal filters during each scheduled
Secondary Containment [NH) leak rate test.

The failure to perform this surveillance test was the result of a Technical
Specification misinterpretation.

Satisfactory performance of regularly scheduled tests prior to and fc11owing
Secondary Containment leak tests indicate that the event is not safety signif-
icant.

1

(
Corrective actions for this event will be a clarification of the surveillance j

test requirement or a technical specification change.

LER-86-009-00 is a related event. |
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

During normal power operation at 100% rated power on December 7, 1987, at approximate-
ly 1600, the plant staff became aware that a required test of the High Efficiency
Particulate Air (REPA) and charcoal filter efficiency of the Standby Gas Treatment
System (SGTS) [BH] had not been performed as required. This discovery was made during
a review of the filter efficiency. test procedure.

EVENT ANALYSIS AND SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

Technical specification 4.7.B.1.b requires that "At least once during each scheduled
Seconda'ry Containment leak rate test, whenever a filter is changed, whenever work is
performed that could effect the filter system efficiency, and at intervals not to
exceed six months between refueling outages, it shall be demonstrated that : (1) The
removal efficiency of the particulate filters is not less than 99 percent based on a
DOP test per ANSI N101.1-1972 paragraph 4.1 (2) The removal efficiency of the charcoal
filters is not less than 99 percent based on a Freon test."
Historically at FitzPatrick the efficiency tests have been performed at six month
intervals, following filter changes and following work that could effect the filter
system efficiency. The~ test has not been performed, however, during scheduled Secon-
dary Containment [NG) leak rate testing. Since every efficiency -test performed prior
to and follo' wing Secondary Cotitainment leak testing has been satisfactory, there is no
safety significance to the event.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The cause of this deficiency is a Technical Specification interpretation error. The
plant staff interpreted this specification to imply that testing at six (6) month
intervals satisfied the requirement to test filter ef ficiency during Secondary Con-

tainment [NG) leak rate tests.
The Secondary Containment leak rate test, F-ST-39D, Reactor Building Leak Rate Test,
performed once per operating cycle prior to refueling was reviewed. The surveillance
requirements contained in this procedure did not address the requirement of 4.7.B.1.b
and the procedure does not contain instructions to simultaneously perform the Secon-
dary Containment [NG) leak rate test procedure.

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS: i

1. Prior to the next scheduled Secondary Containment [NG] leak rate test, currently
scheduled for September 1988, the test requirement will be resolved by revising
F-ST-39D to laclude the required testing or by submitting a Technical Specifica-
tion change to modify this requirement.

SIMILAR EVENTS:

LER-86-009-00 is a related event in which surveillance was not performed due to a
mis-interpretation of requirements.
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January 6, 1988
JAFP-88-0013

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
ATTN: Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

SUBJECT: Docket.No. 50-333 Licensee Event Report: 87-019-00

Gentlemen:

In accordance with 10 CFR 50. 73, enclosed is the subject Licensee
Event Report.

If there are any questions concerning this report, please contact
Georg J. rgo at (315) 349-6706.

%Mb
RADFORD J. CONVERSE

RJC:GJV:emd

CC: Document Control Center
RMS - WP0
PORC Members
NRC Resident Inspectcr
INP0 - Records Center
ANI - ANI Library ATTN: Dottie Sherman
NRC Region 1 Office, ATTN: W.T. Russell, Regional Administrator
LER/0R File (PORC Secretary (5 copies)
J. Lyons
J. Cook
Training Superintendent
Correspondence File
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