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Cear Dr. Manly: <

Thank you for your letter ot Jonuary 25th, outlining the
Comnmittee's policy ¢n Public access to its Proceedings. I do
not feel, however, that it is entirely responsive to my origie-
nal letter of November 12¢h.

I am under coantract with Covard=-icCenn, Inc., of New York
to vwrite a case history of a particular reactor project. The
publishers rightly feel that the public is entitled to under-
stand precisely what happens in these proceedings, beyond the

broad generalizations incorporated in the Code of Federal
Regulations.

The fact that this is already a matter of public interest

is shown by the encloszed cody of PGLE Prosress (December 1964),

which the applicant hes distributed to approximately 2 million
households in porthern California.
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Nas emphasised that reservatioas a

By cout the safety of the Bodega
;" implyins that the ACRS
Was unanimous in its arproval of the project. But the ACRS
report of Octover 20, 1954, mentions no such unapimity and offers
RO cupport for the inference trat disapproval of the site was a

installation were a "minority view
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minority view

I can find no sus-
for the implication tha 3
intent was to discourace oub
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the fact, Indees

é,9==cited in your letter--
0r Congressional
1ccess to ACR3 pProceedings, after
#3 O+ the regulations suggests
Ocite~~to facilitate sueh access,
security are involved, Clearly
ved in the Zodega Bay Atomie Park
i & publicly constituted body,
> involved, and since I cannot agree
1 policy, as cutlined in your
h the Comnittee's ability "to per-
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application. 5i
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Bodega Bay deliberations.

wincerely, ' -
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elicion Foilows Disay:

PC&I has decidos
the Atomic 12
of the Badoga Bay atomic plant. In
nouncement, Robort M. Gerdes, PG&E presicent, oo
clared:

“We have repoatadly stated that ir any reasonabie
doubt exists about the saloly of the proposed Bodega
plant, we would not consider going forward with it.

iieny Experis Found [ Souad
“The Bodega site and (e
the plant were studied extensiy

sale by eminent consultants ir
and scismic design. The

engineering desizn of
ely and corfirmed as

Advisory Committoe on -
actor Safeguards, an independent group of twelye
eminent scientists and ehgmecrs established by law
to advise the Alomic Encrgy (
same conclusion, We ar
are sound

“The vogulatory stall of the AEC, howevr,
recently reported that it nis some doubt
ent state of our ke owledge!
the structure
carthquake. Althou sl
RINGOING pringciples

Has
at thoe Proes.
about the capabilicy of
tand the maximum assumed
agrecing that ‘the proposacd one
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O Withs

I to withdraw its application to
acorgy Commission for the canstiuction
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Cxprossed concern over the lack of
OF eaperience proof-test of them.
“I'he doubt raised by the Stafl, although a minor.
view s suflicient to cause us to Withidaw Our ap-
®iacauon, We would be the last to desire to build a
e with any substantial doubt existing as to pub.
He saroty.

“"We have made provision for adequate electric
fenerating capagity elsowhere to take care of our cus-
tnnevs’ needs for the several years immediately ahecad.
Hucleer Power Fubure Sright

“Our docision to withdraw the Bodega application
does not mean we have lost any confidence whatso-
ever in nuclear-electric generation. Atomic plants are
safe and dependable, as experience in California and
clsewhere has shown. Nuelear fuel is plentiful and
rapidly is becoming the most cconomic heat source
fov pewer generation. Its application is especially im-
Pactant tor meeting the future energy needs of grow-
g California

PGEE's purpose remains, as always, to mroyide
Gar cusiamers with the most eflicient, retiable and
sl service at the lowest feasible rates. Further devel-
Gpmaetit of this important peaceful use of the atom is
tsscntinl to this objective.”

CAddition:i comment on the Bodega Plant, Page 2.)
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e did wlephone sePVIce o~ typical San Mraneiseo
household are the second lowest among

citios an the United States,
0

the 35 largest
according to
Calitornia Public Ultilities Commissic
Only in San Antonio, Toexas, where

HETNICH

a survey by
mn

848 and cleetrie
are provided by g tax-exempt

SVl i

municip:l
e the rates IU\\'.‘K'

e on usage of 50 thorms of gas
hours af eleetric energy and indis

[l'l’l ;I;.«::.\‘

150 Kilowait
cual line rosidential
serviee, San Francisco rosidonts pay N13.74.
This figure is dowa 27 conts from st venr due te a
rate redkiction for bath gas and cleetric
MOLE Nan Anionio's
reduced durin

18 313.59,

customors of

#as and cloctrie rtes we re

0L

1 A0 past vear and the ¢ total

amoinod

Los An',.'(‘h'\_ also with

a tax exeomnt municipal
cloctiie systom, wis third lowest in the nation ot

o | -
= Lk, TN o~ e S ‘,—,‘", - —.] 17 “ L\
B S N e L VW TR - N/ 0 &le

Cilies coverod by the SUrvey costs N 28,

Ly woere 30 vears ago whe
Wi considerably higher,
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Oaly six kwge citios in the United States have bills
of lews than $15. The highest charge for the three sory-

Wes s 824.94 in Boston and 14 cities have bills of more :
than %16,

\ithough gas and clectrie sery
winit throughout the

in san

iCe rates vary some-
PG&E sorvice territory, chargoes
Pranciseo reflect Jow rates in Northern and
Centeal Caidifarnia Fifty therms of #as cost $4.00 in

San Firaneiseo, down from 54,03 last year and 150

wliowatt hours of clectricity cost $4 69, down from

3193 last yoear.
\n analysis of the L
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itilitios Caimmission's figures |
PGEE customers Siaid only S1 for gas
A electvie service which un the average in the other
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PGRE's eus and clectric ratos ave lower now than

a the value of the dollur
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b oditorial ot oo L rogent docision of Lo 2 e eabenshl v the 8an Jose MERCURY said:
i withdeaw its application bedtore the Atoniic e oy acile Can & Bhinttele o, doserves - an ‘Asplus’ Tor
i Comminsion for the CONSLIMCLON Of a BUCKUr [avol . Svero Uiyt 'llh.A:Alﬁll\" :
? pliant at Bodega Hoad cob sy s week abandonvd plans—and 84 mil.
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“By caneolliog ity hicoaar power projeet ol Pacaoda
Head, the Pactiie Gus & icetrie Co. hus tived up to dis
own roepoated prrocvises to make safety is OVeTriding coi-
sideration in going lorward there,

“In the face of conflicting judzments by two Gilce
aroups connceted with the Alomic Encrgy Commissiun,
the PGEE intollizently concludod that it would be unwise
to build a nuclear plant that loft ans substantial
existing as to public safetv, It reachod this o
even though it remains convineed that i o
design fur the plant is entirely safe

“"We complimont the PGRE ras

et
anl
nelustun

SleeTing

WAVTORS feir a0 mn
what clearly is tio Jablic intoresy and 1or stivvinaath
good faith and good will

o

40-ganci & Liadat tike this in tic realm wf e iiods
ing and goolo,ic.. exx thess 18 not casy for an oroaslza-
tion that takis pride in its engincering skill and Lol
c¢dge. All ti.: irore er dit, therefore, 1o the 100 lor
electing not « make a ssuunorn aud implacable i 4l 0! it
“The quea.ion of nuclear installations for clecirie uower
of course s:lli somaing in the picture. If not ut Zudoua,
an atoraie praat wiil doubtless be proposed for somewhere
else in or acar the Bay Arca; a particular site. not the
adviace of nuslear technology, has been defeatoe

St
=38 CALL BULLETIN said in nard:
at Robert H. Gerdes was up dpu
raports from ABC sources on the safeiy of
& proposed nuclcar power plant al Bodog

S ruen Gouars already had been o

mary work wiwn the AEC statf and t..

Advisory Comimission disagrecd on safety [fact
g

P4
€ a8 a reasonabls doubt, Go:
d .oays said it would do undur sucit circums
starieca: FHo vathdrow the annlieatian,

"PUC Commissioner William Bennett—hosti!
plant=—said Me. Gerdes is entitled to the “zecat
for his courage and iudgment.” We concur

"This does aot i wa the eid of UGG o
tion in California. The prosram will be pashedd in othoer
sites where carthquake hazards are not acute. Resuitant
cconamies will be felt by all electric ¢ Onsumers."”
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el werta ol sie developmente=far a nuclear power plant
G b i Narm Coanty

Pl deviaion: was taken on the adviee of a minority
Ll repart from the Atomic Energy Commission, The
wajority of ANC experts in scismology and nudlear re.
actar canstraction felt the Bodega Head plant would be
Soaen A minority thaught it would prohably be safe but
thiid the present state of knowlodge about carthquakes
and reaciue eanstruction made it impossible to give un-
quasiiliod approval,

“That was enongh for PGEE. It abandoned the plans
aad the millions already invested so that there could be
1o teshion of endangering public safoty,

This 18 community responsibility of the highest ordoer.
Uuetliv Gus & Blootrie Co. doserves the praise and the

sl ay

“feiiiuce ob wll of Northern California. The MERCURY
s proad o sadate this firm.”

iy}

e Saeramento BEE had this to say:

e docision of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company
v cancel ibs plans to build a nuclear power generating
plaat al Dodega Bay is commendable,

‘A stall opinion by the atomic Cuergy coramission that
there is hiek of proof of safoty of the plant because of its
location adpweent to the San Andreas earthquake fault
prasmpied the company to serap its plans.

WGRE Peesident Robert H, Gerdes has declared this
decislon will not deter the utility from pressing {orward
8 prodram to build nuclear powered gencrators,

“Naturally it should not, because the development of
power from nuclear fueled plants is as inevitable as to-
aorrow’s sunrise. But until man knows more about this
saurce of cnergy and how to control it, no one should
tiie unnccessary risks such as building a plant on an
ivuke fault. Moreover, the Bodega site was un-
suited because of its reereational potential.”

The Stockton RECORD said:

“The PGLE made a wise decision, one that will earn
wide public approval.”
The Bakersfiold CALIFORNIAN said:

“Che company, after the AEC had examined all of the
sbie el ned it suime Guestion runained regardiag
L sifety ol the proposal, hus withdrawn its application
& public-spirited gesture, It is to bo praised for its

alltion
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