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iiss “ovina Conner
31s Benjamin Wey
Healdsburg, Californias

Degr Miass Conners

This replies Lo your letter of September 13, 1963 addressed to
President Kemnedy concerning the nuclear power reactor pro-
posed for construction at Bodega Bay, Californis.

At the Coomission‘s requsst, the U. 8, Gealogical Survey,
Department of the Interior, has beem conducting a tharough field
study of the geology of Bodege Bay since early May. In addition,
expert consultants have beenm retained to assist the AEC
regulatory staff in evaluating Pacific Ges & Electric Company's
spplication with respect to the eedswelogy of the ares and
structural design of the proposed plant. The Cosst and Cecdeti:
Survey of the U. 8, Depertment of Commerce also is assisting us
in our evaluation of the seismology.

A report deted September 25, 1963 setting forth the regulte of
fleld work st the site threugh June 6, 1963 has been submitted

Lo the Atamlc Energy Commission by the Department of the Interior,
A copy of an AEC public smaouncemsnt concerning the report is
enclosed, You will note that & further geological report has been
requested from the Departaent of the Interior,

Final ection on the Pacific Gas & Klectric Compsny applicetion
will not be takem until the sdditional report requested of the
Departoment of the Interior has been reseived and evelugted, In
addition, s construction permit will not be Lssued unless the

Commission, following a public heering
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Atamic Safety sod licensing Board snd eomsiderstion of gll factors
besring wupon is convinoed that the facility can be con.
structed and ot the proposed lecation without undue
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Mise lovine Conmes ale J. 2 1963

Also enclosed is @ pamphlet which describes the procedures ree
lating to the licemsing of power reactors by the Atomic Enmergy
Comisalon. We are confident that these procedures and their
provigien for public hearing will ensble all interested persons
to acquain themselves with the detalls of Pacific Gas & Electric
Company's proposal and will sssure thorough consideration of

all aspects of the proposed plant Learing upon the question of
whether it can be conetructed snd operated at the proposed site
without undue risk to the health end safety of the publie,

It sbould be noted, however, that such matters gss locsl goning

and the esthetics of the site are matters within locgl &nd state
Jurisdiction and sre not within the purview of the Atomic Inergy
Comrissian. Concerning your reference to construction sctivity at
the proposed site, emclosed 13 & copy of the Commission’s regulation,
10 CFA Part 50, "Licensing of Production and Utiligetiom Facilities,”
Section 50.10(b) comcerns the point which you have rgised. That
soction provides that the construction of s proposed regecor Bay

not begin prior to the lasuance of § construction peruit Ly the
Atomic Energy Commlssiom. You will mote that *construction®, as
defined in the gbove cited section, does not inmclude site excavation,
construction of roadways, rsilroad spurs, temporary bulldings for
use in connection with comstruction, etc. Lowever, the Comuission
has pointed out mauy times that any such site preparalion prior to
t.hoimnuotnmwuupuntnuumu the
applicant's risk and is givem no comsiderstion by the Comaissiocn in
ity decision on the gpplicatiaen.

Sincerely yours,

Originel signed

by R. Lowenstein

Robert Lowenstein, Director
Division of licensing and
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~ problem in preserving its remaining natural areas. We must m
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STATE NT BY LT. GOV. GLENN M ANDE N '%?‘ﬂ

ON THE PROPOSED BODEGA HEAD POWER. PLANT - AUGUST 13, 19

California, more than any other state, faces an extremely

the great responsibility of insuring adequate and desirable
places of unspoiled beauty for the future in the face of a popu-
lation explosion second to none. It is a dilemma of serious
proportion and consequence, and the increasing leisure time
available to our society serves only to compound the demand.
Careful , thoughtful long ringe planning at this critical point
in our history is therefore a most solemn responsibility.

O:. of the moet charming and unusual areas of natural beauty on
Ca)rifornia's coastline hes been proposed as the site for construc~
tion of an atomic reactor to generate electric power. Erection

of such a massive facility on Bodega Head will permanently scar
one of the nation's truly unique, and particularly appealing,
coastal regions.

1 must stress that I am entirely in favor of the development of
peaceful uses of atomic energy, especially when such projects
are designed to meet the tremendous power demands of a prosper-
ing State. But great wisdom must be exercised in the selection
of sites for such units, and while construction of the proposed
nuclear power facility at this lecation constitutes a threat to
the beauty of the area, my concern is ecually great in another
respect.

Residents and future visitors to this region must not be subject
to the fear of a possible calamity from what may be a serious
error in judgment. Confronted with a mounting conflict of pro-
fessional opinion, the gquestion of safety looms very large indeed..
We are here presented with a possible construction of a nuclear
power unit in close proximity to the San Andreas Fault line.

In the present case the wonderful natural beauty of Bodega Bay
is threatened for all time, and the matter of public safety
constitutes & most serious, and in my opinion, unresolved
guestion. Common sense dictates that if there is even the
slightest risk involved, it is far better to find a location
which does not possess the inherent danger of the earth's
greatest continental active fault line.

1 have written a letter today to Glenn Seaborg, chairman of

the Atomic Energy Commission, urging the Atomic Energy Commission
to withhold i;sﬁgng a permit for operation of this proposed unit
=t Bodega Head ,asking the Commission to encourage the PGEE to
seek a more suitable site along our northern coast.

Gine “—:/ on.r( i
Trangcribcd from KPFA-FM News
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Earthqué};; Expert Hits|
' Bodega A.Plap iSte
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®! As for foundation material, Dr.' The AEC has said the hearings d
JSm‘nM.nmnd 8ays near faults rock 'wil be hid in Santa Rosa, but i

b foundations "may be as bad or have has not set a date. .

' ,‘woru" than soil foundations, ang PGLE, meanwhile, ig sinking a ¢
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