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! Bodega Plant Foes Re-open the

- Lose Another Plea Bodega Case H
'-

88bWW0 -
The Public Utilities Com-s -

mission re f u se d for the
Opponents of a nuclear reactor at Bodega Her.d i urth time yer,terday to re-

lost another round before the State Public Utnities
1 Commission yesterday, but were treated in defeat to a open the case for the ' pro;

blisteringly sarcastic attack on the PG&E by the Com- posed Pacific Gas and Elec-
'

,

mission president. tric Co.. nuclear power plant
By a vote of 4 to 1, the at Bodega Bay.,

' Commission decided to re-
2- fuse another hearing to the The. decision was imrnedi-

anti reactor forces on the stely blasted by Commission#4
*

: grounds they had nothing president William h!, Ecn-
substantially new to add to mett, who case the only dis-w ,

,their previous testimony. senting vote in the 41 de- .Q
* President William M. Ben- cision. I

- " -
.

M' 'mett, in a dissenting opinion, 1
,

.

The vote followed a recent jjN 'said the utilities company is .

petition for re opening pre-.Y responsible for AliceinWon. '

-=rf d e rIa n d thinking that "is sented by the Northern Cah-
being spoon fed to the public ,fornia Chapter of the Com.' " ' '

'O agalost pH warnings of rea- mittee to Preserve Bor'ega
s

f ' son, logic, experience and Bay and Harbor. The com.'

D" common sense." Liittee asked for a re evalua-
~N 9 . QUAKE '. tion of safety factors in view |

1-G "In my j u d g m e nt, this of the Alaskan earthquakes.

M Commission is compelled to
' ?-r open the Bodegs proceedings - J b - -w.=

and the reason is simple.- .the
of A1aska!"y , , factearthquake.,the

.

^ p-r He said he formd it signifi-
r
F-

@i~~~
cant that Pacific Gas & Elec-

v tric Company had sent ex.
v ';;d perts to the scene of the a

"7 Alaskan quakes last March -

m-- to examine cond.tions there ideal locations for nuclear d CD N
- in connection with the situ- plants."

ation at Bodega Head-which ' A PG&E spokesman said
h 's. k" , ' -

-

is beside the San Andreas "today's action was about '

fault. the sixth time the commis. S
k'Fs.'

'

\'
-

EJ "I am quite concerned that sion has reconsidered the '

'
*

p
some of the PG&E experts matter." '

t rP .

g may have changed "In only two of its deci. (. v'
h >,

'

Positions," he said. sions has there been a single f.
"It has been said that the dissentinc vote. This certain- T' P' '

9 .'o pp o n e n t s of the Bodega ly is an indication that the w %
#plant are seizing upon the commission has decided quite ' ' '

' hi j iM \s/
,,

| Al a s k a quakes to exploit nrmly that its original ap.
| their case in opposition to proval of the p1 ant was

Bodega and logicall it would proper.".

follow that such opponents . ._ ,

may have caused the Alaska,

v quakes for this purpose.

i POSITIONS
I "Despite mounting conecrn .

on tbc part of the public, we
have now advanced from the'

proposition that earthquakes
,

may be the cause of only.

j tlight con::ern to the Fronosit
, , _ _ ._ _. _ _.

|
- - - . _ _ , .
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A-Plant dazar s.
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i

hged at SF Hearing
'

$rgb5a[Haz[ards'S baring!
-

'

By DON ENGDA!!L forward an amendment to' the
.

P* D. Staff Wr!!ct supervisors that would put the (Continued from Page 1) jactor co'ntainment.
i SAN FRANCISCO - Another city in favor of the plant. That, he said, would result in a clear j Dr. James E. Mcdonald,

- - / - ~

secne in the controversy over (Continued on Page 10, Col.1) cut decision one way or another,: senior physicist at the Univer-
''''# " " ' ' ' " - ' . But c h air m a n Roger Boas sity of Arizona s In.stitute of -

"
3the Bodega llead nuclear fueled '

power plant proposal was played said he'd need a week to study! Atmospheric Physics, found it {'

-

- out here yesterday before a San evidence presented yesterdayi" incredible" that the plant is |M Pruncisco SupervisQ commit- and t.t an earlier hearing, and1 proposed to be located near i'

the third man-.-Supervisor Leo the San Andreas Fault in "a"3 tee. *

J On stage were experts from McCarthy-said it would take climatology. . . .as bad as would
both sides, who again disagreed him * weeks" to reach a decisJ e hard to. find. . ."

-,
br.

lon.4 5.: over factors bearing on the saf- ' Wind directions and persis-
4?' ety of the Pacific Gas & Electric ,

s tent lowlevel inversion condi. IC ", cal
]as for tions would mean, Dr. McDon-

-

a-*. Co. proposal-
.+_7 The audience had standing the purpos,e of taking technjca.i aid said, that p: ant discharges',Iw room only-about 100 persons testimony and most of the three- g g% S packed the room,'where the hour session was devoted t easterly to Santa Rosa and Pet-

aluma on 70 per cent of sum-
| a d a al af alt e o a.

0 er ce t of s
d,,,h The committee is considering Head & Harbor,

ea--

Atmkheric mix 1ng wouldag a resolution proposed by Su-
Association executive secre-G;g pervisor Jack Morrison that the ,

, tary David Pesonen said the be better in the winter 15ctge city take a position opposing opponents view the possible dan * season, the physicist said, but..M the plant proposal.
C o m m it t e e member Wil.

gets of the proposed reactor as " occurrence of frequent li;ht~3^ '
.

,11am C. Blake indicated he was
. *so far beyond the range of' drizzles' and ralns in the winter'

f-Q~ iread,g to Jnove on the spot to. normal experience that greaterlscason implies high probah!!ity.
attention than usual of rain washout of radioactivity-

My |-
given to site safety. must ueland . subsequent deposition on

g3
.. .JI.

3 Yesterday association wit- Important milkshed areas of,,

:.:=rg= ,

;;a;~; nesses dealt primarily with the Marin and Sonoma counties."'
lie emphasized that more '5'Aq ; ground under the reactor-the

: ' site itself-and the air above study is needed before "defini-

, g- y it. - meteorological conditions tive predictions of all hazard-

that would desperse radioactive potential can be made, " ex-:.-

materials in the event of an pressed amazement that more
. accident and rupture of the re* studies have not been conducted.

but said "I regard meteorolog-
J ical factors as peculiarly ad-

'

( verse."
\ Dr. Mcdonald was a relative-

.~Iy-cew member of the opposi-

. tion camp; also testifying yes-

.terday w a s Dr. Pierre St.
(Amand, geologist and seismol-
;ogist.
'. Dr. Saint-Amand, whn a yaar
ago called Bodega Head a * very

; poor" site, yesterday caNd it
a " dangerous expertraent" toD j

iplace a reactor where he u-
' visioned the possibliity of earth-
quake mcycment on min o r
faults through the reactor site., ,

i He said he was sure PG&E's
'

,

I
,

- . . . . . , -
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corr; hants could design a n! ant aedve fault...and there arepp agencies and the "execl-|to people are very smWI com-
<

to stand " shaking." but "; r:ifewer people around."*

Hent safety record in the atom-jpared with the wide variety of
,

r.o' cenrinctd it could withstand; Other Association testimony'ic industry." iother risks involved in everyqpermanent dislocation of the was from: i The main gun was I H. Me. day living." pl8dt "
j -Dr. Sterling Bunnelle, medi-|Ewen, manager of nuclear safe Reactors are "no longer a,

The reactor site is to the cal doctor and resident in ts!de of the mala San Andreas psychiatry at Moun. Zion Medl ! y engineering cf General Elec- novelty," Mr. McEwen said,tric Co., San Jose-which would and discounted concern over
Fault zonc. A point of geologi- cal Center, who warned of pos- build the reactor. |need for more experience.

r -

'

cal controversy is whether a sible hazards from low. level. Mr. McEwen testDied at! Besides geologist Mntliave,[lault discovered in the reactor day-to-day radiation discharge length .about the safety of reac 'PG&E testimony included:
jpit during excavation.by PG&E from the plant. tors in general and said there! -Assurance from Dr. George
y an "acuve" one - whether -Paul Rosenthal. consulting are 35 nuclear facilities in the W. Housner, consulting civil c:1-, movement along that ' fault is

mechanical engineer, who rec ! state, including 13 in the Bay |gineer who said the pla n t istio be expected during an earth-*

'ommended holding off on reae f area. designed to stand "a repetition.
,

! quake along the main San An tor use until more experience;
I dreas Fault. He compared statistical haz of the 19)6 shock every weeky

~ | A consulting PG&E geologist,'tlon.,is accumulated in.their opera .ards of atomic energy to that without 111 effect," and meet 'lof commuting (and found com."the maximum credible groundI
E. C. Marliave, testified later' -Dr. Thornton Sargent, bio jmuting mach more dangerous)t; shaking .as estimated or scis-

.

i' for the company and said Daily physicist at the University of said the design tends to make:mologists with, amp!e factor cf4 that the site is an "execlient California's Donner Laboratcry, reactors self-limiting, and that safety."!-F location," said no movement who cited an AEC study of pos- the' Ecdega reactor would bel With structural stendards be-h on 'the site fault is erpected, sible accidents that suggested able to stand repeated shocks!!ng applied, he said, the B>-e and flayed at some of his col- In the event of a major accident of the magnitude of the 190fdega plant "will be the last- E leagues who disagree: at Bodega involving release of earthquake. | building standing."
..

Y "We've all seen the same radioactive materials from the The GE representative said: Seismologist Dr. Hugo Ben-'a N thing," he said,"some interpret
reactor mass evacuations would only if the reactor vessel or!tremely- ~ N loff's declaration that it is "ex-lt a little differently, When we be involved downwind of the related piping was breached. unlikely" that anyW site.are all on the star. I under oath along with failure of standby movement. exceeding a fraction

.- ]e (at the Atomic Eaergy Com. -James Ocodwin, research safety devices, "do the neces of an inch can take place" on
N mission hearings or the pro. lawyer who questioned the as- sary conditions exist for sub " minor fractures" such as the'

posal)I expect these differences surance that federaDy.guaran- stantial release of fission prod one found'in the site "within the
will be cleared up tremendous. teed insurance of. a half mil- ucts to the atmosphere." foreseeable future."~2 Another area of plant design lion dollars would actually be Even then, he said, the na. The reactor can stand a"'

that was focussed on was the available in event of an acci- tural sequence of events wculd movement of "two Icet or so."
utility company's Amendment dent. limit the releases, jhe said. "which is greatly in

-
'

Seven to its application to the PG&E Defense But:'"We b e1ie y e that in excess of any movement that' ~ ~ '
AEC for permission to build the PG&E's defense was buut on plants such as this the possibH- can occur there "
plant. the company's background in ity of accidents with seriors ef- The PG&E cmultant also~,

That amendment suggests a plant construction, independer.t fect on the public 'Is rendered;said that the t|nited States Ge-.

" design concept" involving float. consultants, control by regula , virtually zero, and thus risks'ological Service. which hada
ing the reactor structure on a

'F ~' layer of sand, surrounded by a *

-

layer of compressible material. |8arlier predicted movement of
It would, says PG&E, allow the ! a few feet" of Bode;a Head

.

movement (up to three feet) rocks, has " restated its posf-
without impairing ability to shut tion...and is now much closer ,

' it down. to our point of view."
Dr. Saint-Amand called that After the experts, Chairman

'4 a "brullant design," but "un- , Boas called far limited aud;.
I

b {ence comments: all but one
tested."

'

Under questioning by commit- '
----

; tee members, the seismologist
said be thought a nuclear power !were opposed to the plant Pro--

) plant would have suffered " prae. posal. Among those recognized
tically nothing" in the way of
| damage if it had been in Alaska! to speak was Rose Gaffney,longj 3

;ourmg me Good Friday eartli a colorful figure in the Bodega ];,
-

iquake if it had been designed controversy, who declined to
;for the type of soll found there. take two rninutes because she *
I In fact, he raid, he w o aid said that wasn't enough..

: prefer to see the reactor neari

. | Anchorage than at Bodega Bay,* !

'because it is "further from an '

.-
- - - -
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