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November 5, 1964

Mr. Harold L. Price, Director
Division of Licensing and Regulation
U.5. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Mr. Price:

When the Pacific Gas and Electric Company announced that
it had sbandoned plans for a nuclear power plant on Bodega Head,
it was clear that the company's management had been surprised by
th rindings of the Ulvision of Reactor Licensing. In that one
respect our organization's reaction was identical to PG&E's.

On reflection the finest surprise was that the ctaff's
findings vere essentially philosophical in content. And for this
reason the October 26, 1964, Summary Apalyeis by the Division of
Reactcr Licensing in Docket 50205 should be enshrined in the
archives of the atomic age as a testament to human control of
this potertially mindless technical marvel. The staff observed,
for example, that the matter of the company's proposed a-seismic
design was one "on which reasonsable men may differ." And the
accompanying discussion of the meaning of "reasonable assurance"
confirmed that these were reasonable men. Dr. J. B. Neilands
at the University of California--long an opponent of the Bodega
installation and a frequently bitter critic of the AfC-=0bserved
after the analysis was released last week: "We can never be
cynical again." This may be an overstatement; but there is no

doubt that great courage was required to disagree with the ACRS
and the sanguine tenor of certain references to Bodega in the
Commissions 1962 report on "Civijian Nuclear Power,"

We should like to offer our apologies for any harsh vords
in the past, our appreciation for a brilliant definition of the
dilemma of nuclear power, and our gratitude for the staff's
careful and sob>r assessment of the merits of the Bodega site.
The entire performance was in the best tradition of the publie

N g Cy trust. 1 hope that our feelings can be conveyed Lo each member

R o o of the staff who participated in the analyois.
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8 % cincerely,
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Purpose: To work for preservation of the scenic and historic headlands of Bodega Bay ond to insure mBeUh ______
ecological integrity of the surrounding marine environment 051

A California Non-profit Corporation

- . -




TO (Name and unit)

Joe ioucnard,

[

e
MEMO ROUTE SLIP o baintsey A o, P
Form AFC-03 (Rev. May 14, 1947) Note and ret For signatu . For information,
Angeles Times,

teched 1g clip from Los

11/1/64 “Scientists
_San Andreas Faule“

Plan Stwdy of

L

DATE
Harold Price, REG, He
]
TO (Name and unit X INITIALS REMARKS
| %MR]G, e . A “
e
Richard L. Doan, REE, HO DS S i
TO (Name and unit INITIALS REMARKS I
R. W, s-uh Coupl . Y SAN L
bATE
; g !
| { |
FROM (Name and unit | aeman |
Rodrey L. Southwick ;
Asat. to the Mgr. tor i i
Public Information }A, % : |
SAM | Al
PHONL MO, ‘ D“Lll/lo/ua , it e ORRER e SR
i : JONERNMENT PRINTING oFrct ¥ O=~422007

VSE HER ,.o( fou ADDGHUNAA REMA#KS



/ v v/v"t","&“ T-/V\"-s..
/! b
r' g ‘J -
Riie e as et PR B 1
! 4 '\ AL OF Miles ‘
» FIRenA t " v
\l {
\
|\ ! LD z
1 A - "/ |
e 0 \ ‘

~

1306 \\\ |
™ san unghess FAULT

“GARLOCK HAULT |
2/ BEWING FAUIT |
w1 [ ARG \

\
J
~

g e I‘A uLr

- o 8 .o tw // :

RS, R
FLIINORE FAULT b P [ ™
| 46U BUANCA /45’1/}* It

= . \oFeat yi
|

e

1
|

EARTHQUAKE FAULTS—Map shows the San An-
dreas ard otner earthquake faults of Colifornia and
the cates of principal temblors of the last 107 years. ‘
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Scientists Plan Study
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Caltech Group Will Use It as ‘Window' to |
Lock Deep Inside Earth, Gauge Hazards
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