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PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE--PNO-V-87-49 Date: 06/29/87

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE safety or
public interest significance. The information presented is as initially received
eithout verification or evaluation and is basically all that is known by Region V staff
on this date.

FACILITY: Arizona Nuclear Power Project Emergency Classification
Palo Verde Unit 1 Notification of Unusual Event
DOCKET NO. 50-528 Alert

Site Area Emergency
General Emergency

X Not Applicable

SUBJECT: "A" TRAIN CIRCULATING WATER LOOP PIPING RUPTURE - UNIT 1

On June 28, 1987, at 6:23 PM, the Unit I reactor was manually shutdown from a power
level of 100% as a result of a rupture in the train "A" circulating water loop.
The loop, which failed as a result of what appears to be a water hammer effect f rom
the spurious closure of the condenser outlet valve developed several large water
leaks at the seams where the 120 inch lines are welded to the inlet and outlet
cater boxes of the 2C condenser. A preliminary inspection revealed the weld seams
to be split in several places. The splits vary from 1 foot - 1 1/2 feet in length.
Studs in the expansion joints of the loop also appeared stressed. Although the
water level in the turbine building reached a depth of about 3-8 inches, all
equipment continued to function with the exception that some turbine building
lighting was lost.

Prior to the reactor shutdown the turbine was tripped from a power level of 40% when
condenser vacuum could no longer be maintained. All plant systems performed as required
and the reactor is currently in Mode 3 with plans to cool down to Mode 5.

The licensee plans to inspect the condenser internais to assess the extend of damage to
the tubes and tube sheet. The pipe line and valves will also be inspected for damage.
An investiation into the cause of the incident is currently in progress.

,

This information is current as of 12:00 PM (MST) June 29, 1987.

CONTACT: S. Richards G. Fiore111
FTS 463-3853 (602)386-5260
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