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Subject: PERIODIC CO:iPRERENSIVE (TEN YEAR) REVIEW OF OPERATDC
POWER REACTORS

,

' . , Dcar Dr. Sceborg:

The Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards recomends 'that the
Atomic Encrgy Commission institute a program of periodic ecrupre-
hensive revicws of operating licensed power reactors by the Regua'

latory Staff. Such comprehensive revicus would supplement the
prescat annual operating reports, Compliance inspections, and DRL

, reviews in connection with proposed changes, and would result in
reports to the Commission by the Regulatory Staff stating what
limitations, if any, arc being applied to ensure continued safe
operation of each reactor.

The form of the reports to be submitted by reactor operators for
these comprehensive reviews might well be outlined in a suitable
guide prepared by the Staff. Such reports should contain sum. aries
of operating history with special emphasis on significant probic=s.*

Information should be submitted to support.the predictions of ser-
vice lives of components whose failure could Icad to a serious'

accident. These reports would also constitute a valuable source of ,

information for the Regulatory Staff in its continuing effort to
apply operating experience to the review of ncv applications.,

The Co=.ittee suggests periods of about ten years for the compre-
hensive revices. The period should be sufficiently ficxibic that
the review can include recent results of inspections and tests made
infrequently, such a containment 1cahnge rate, pressure vessel in-
spection, and measurements of nil ductility transition te=perature.'

.

4

B707060477 g706fDPDR FOIA *

THOMAS 87-40 PDR

'

/?rr8cNPfENr E
'

> >

/ \. e(. | s. ~'

5' B T ,%Li n wD s.~', ,.J v z t J v :S . a m scs~r. 'MY
_ - _ _ - - _ _ - _ _ _ .



.

- _ - _ - _ - - _ _ - _ - _ - - - -

-

. .

,
, . . ..

J N
'

Uonerablo Cicnn T. dcaborg -2- dDM i 41966
'

.

The Coxnittcc believes that cach reactor operator should be
responsibic for the naintenanec of appropriate records of the
design, fabrication, inspection, installation, testing, and
up uot.ina htas.ovy at important plant components. The informa-
tion should be adequato for the comprehensive .eviews by the
Regulatory Staff. Careful studies should be started by the
Regula; tory Staff to asecrtain what information can bo expected
to be significant for futuro safety assessment. Surveillance
and testing programs, where appropriate, should be planned to.

allow for possibic use of improved knowledge developed during
the life of the plant.

For reactors aircady in operation or under construction, the
Conraitteo recommends th t the Regulatory Staff begin now to
plan for the periodic comprehensive reviews.

The Conraittee believes that a periodic comprehensive review
program of the sort proposed would constitute a workabil mecha-
nicra for providing additional assurance that each reactor can con-
tinue to be operated without undue hazard to the health and safety
of the public.
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