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This is in response to your letter of March 21, 1963, with
respect to the application of the Pacific Cas & Electric Come
pany to construc’ and operate s nuclear power plamt st
Bodegs Head, Somoma Cownty, California, [ sm plessed to have
the opportunity to reply to the thoughtful points whick you
have w..‘.

Before the Commission can consider issuance of ¢ permit
suthorizing the Pacific Gas & Electric Company te construct

the proposed plant at the proposed site, the Comwmission's
Division of Licemsing ami Regulatiom will make & comprehens { ve
safety evaluation of the proposai, the Commission's Advisory
Committee on Reactor Sefeguards will thoroughly review the ap-
plication and & public heering will be held before sm Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board or am AEC Hearing Examiner, as re-
quired by lew. After the fssuence of an Initisl Decision by

the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board or the Hearing Examiner,
the entire hearing record is subject to review by the Coammis~
sion. The hydrological, metecrological, and geological aspects
of the site, including the effects of earthquake on the proposed
plant, will be thoroughly explored in the course of review by
the Commission's staff and the Advisory Committee on Resctor Safee
guards, Thmmotthouutmtnpmmmhuum
thoraugh comsiderstion of all aspects of the proposed plant besr-
ing upon the yuestion whether it can be constructed snd operated
et the proposed site without undue risk to the health and safety
of the public, However, soning questions, conservetion wmatters
and the esthetics of the site are not withim the jurisdiction of
the Atomic Energy Commission and, therefore, are not considered
in the course of the review and evalustion of the application
which T have just described.

As you know, the Advisory Committee om Reactor Safeguards is &
Conmittee established by the Congress to sdvise the Conmission
on questions of reactor safety. It is mede up of scientists and
engineers who are eminently qualified in resctor technology. The
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Mr, George W, Vheelwright, 3vd “le

reports of the Committee are meda svallable to the public and
sonounced by the Commiseion. The mmalysie of the safety aspects
of the proposed reactor preparsd by the Divisiom of Licenaing
end Regulation will also be aveflsble to the public, This
analysis will set forth the position which the Regulstory Staff
will take st the public hearing. At that hearing, which will be
beld in Californis on @ date and st & place to be snmounced,
nenbers of the Regulatory Staff will appear to explain their
evalustion of the safety of the proposed reacter. Moreover, aun
opportunity to participete ia the bearing is afforded the public
pursuant to the Commission's "Rules of Practice™, 10 CFR Part 2,
a copy of which is enclosed, 1 feel sure that these procedures
will ensble all interested porsons in the sres to ecquaint them-

selves with the details of the proposal end with the Regulatory
Staff's evaluation thereof.

Since this metter is currently pending before the Commission, I
do mot feel that it would be proper for se te discuss the merits
of the specific proposal. However, I kope that this explanation
of the careful consideration given by the Commission to power
reactor licensing matters and the opportunity afforded the public
to make their views known to the Commission prior to e final de-
ciston on the application will be reassuring te you,

Siecerely yours, ¢et Commissioner Heworth
Commissioner Palfrey
Commuissioner Ramey
Commissioner Wilson
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Genersl Manager
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Mr. George W, WVheelwright, 3rd oGc
Green Gulch Ranch, Star Route Ce Te Edwards

Sausalite, Californias
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For discussion at Commissioners' Information
Meeting

For distribution to other Commissioners
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Howakd C. Brown, Jr.
For the Chairman



