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office in accordance with 10 CFR 20.2201(b).
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Plant General Manager
LaSalle County Station
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On July 17, 1997, a broken section of a fuel rod was discovered in a pool storage
cell believed empty. A storage canister in a cell three feet away originally
contained two full length fuel rods from a 1989 fuel bundle reconstitution and
the broken section is postulated tc be a portion of one of the stored rods.

gince current plant conditions do not allow fuel moves, initial inspections could
not positively identify the broken section.

Quarterly Special Nuclear Material (SNM) inventories did not identify the broken
section due to its location in the holding =zell. The broken rod in the canister
was not guestioned, since the rod was known to have a severed end.

This Licensee Event Report (LER) is made per 10 CFR 20.2201(b) for missing fuel.
Although fuel is not known to be missing, not all fuel pellets can be positively
accounted for until fuel movement is allowed.

Radiclogical hazards from stray pellets or gaseous releases were evaluated as
negligible, An assessment by Nuclear Muel Services confirmed that adequate
margin to fuel pool criticality is maintained. Plans are underway to assess SNM
procedures, perform further inspections, place the two rods and pellets in 2
covered container, and train pevsonnel, Once plant conditions allow fuel moves,
a complete root c¢ause evaluation, and additional corrective actions will be

provided to supplement this nctification.
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PLANT AND SYSTEM IDENTIFICATION
General Electric - Boiling Water Reactor

; Energy Industry Identification System (EIIS) codes are identified in the text as
[XX] .

A. CONDITION PRIOR TO EVENT

Unit(s): Two Event Date 07/17/97 Event Time: 1545 Hours
Reactor Mode(s): N Mode(s) N &: Defueled Power Level(s): 0%

On July 17, 1997, while working in the Unit 2 fuel pool as part of ongoing spent

fuel pool cleanup project work, fuel handlers noticed a section of a fuel rod

approximately three feet in length resting in the bottom of an empty control
] blade storage cell. The fuel rod section was discovered hy dropping a lighted
camera into the bottom of the cell as part of the preparaticn for lowering a
component into the location. This event has been conservatively reported under
10 CFR 20.2201(b) due to the potential for missing fuel. 10 CFR 20.2201
specifies notification by phone within 30 days of discovery of stolen, lost or
missing fuel, with a 20 day follow-up LER report. The phone notification
required by 10 CFR 20.2201(a) (ii) was made on July 31, 1897,

The cladding of the broken fuel rod section is intact, including the upper end
plug and spring, and is located at the bottom of the empty cell SR3-A-2, leaning
against one of the ceil walls. It is not known at this time if all of the fuel
pellets are contained within the cladding.

The cell containing the brokan section is approximately three feet away from a
storage cell for defective fuel (8R3-B-0) containing a fuel rod storage canister.
The canister originally contained two fuel rods that had been removed from a fuel
bundle (LYF289) during a fuel bundle reconstitution campaign in May, 1989 (see
Figure 1 for a drawing of the canister). It is believed that the broken fuel rod
section was the upper portion of one of these two rods. This is the only storage
location that contains individual fuel rods at LaSalle.

A review of past Nuclear Component Transfer Lists (NCTLs) indicated that the fuel
rods were originally placed in the cauister on May 30, 1989, in the Unit 1 fuel
pool when fuel bundle LYF2B89 was reconstituted, This reconstitution removed the
failed rod, ite severed lower end plug, and its intact symmetric fuel rod. Two
fresh rods were reloaded into the bund.e, allowing use of that bundle in the
subsequent fuel c¢ycle. The canister containing the two removed rods was later
moved to the Unit 2 fuel pool on November 19, 1990, in preparation for the Unit 1
fuel pool re-rack. Attachment A shows a timeline of significant events.
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Attachment A

Timeline of Significant Events
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FIGURE 1

Fuel Rod Holder With
2 Fuel Pins Inside

Top View

Elevation of Fuel Rod Holder Witt
2 Fuel Pins Inside looking North




