UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D C. 208880001
r‘;l‘:)\l‘.lt )3. 1991
.y et

MS. Kris
P.0. Box
Alna. Mt

Dear Ms. Christine

| am responding to your letter of July 3l 997 to Chairman Jackson of the
U.5. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) regaraing cable separation issues at

the Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station (MYAPS)

You requested assuranre that the NRC will not allow MYAPS to operate without
complying with NRC reg:lations, Zspecially regarding cable separation. The
NRC staff's actions over wne 1ast eight months clearly indicate that the staff
intended to ensure resoiution of the cable ﬂvpnvdfruv'“nj other compliance
problems at MYAPS before 1t would have considered allowing restart of the
facility

when the cable separation issues were identified in December 1996 the staff
Issued a confirmatory action letter (CAL), CAL No. 1-96-015, dated
December 18, 1996, to ensure that those issues would be fully resolved before
plant startup subsequently. the scope of the CAL wat H-pd“dbj Lo address
additional areas of non-compliance (CAL No. 1-96-015, Supplement 1, dated
January 30 1997 ) . ‘;pdAv, 1997 the staff p]dky; MYAPS on the NRC watch
1151 In addition to the cable separation and other compliance issues
1dentified 11 the CA ara \»A\‘\ ‘.\,,:-z | ement NR( IY}‘,L)(*:_"{ 101 ;-.‘{';n(r'?l 50 ,(“4 YH lf
dated February 11, 1997, 1deritified 16 potential violatiors of NR(
requirement !'w“o-;'ﬂtWW«y| were the subject of an open
predecisional enforcement conference held in Wiscasset, Maine. on March 11
1997

In February 1997, the staff initiated i1ts restart review process consistent

with NRC Inspection Manual Chapter 0350 to ensure at safe compliance
1ssues would be thoroughly reviewed and appropriately addressed before plant
restart By letter dated May 23. 199 Acti0
Plan (RAP) for Maine Yankee. The RAP contained a 11st Sues that the NFR
planned to 1nspect "to assess the licensee's compliance with applicable
regulatory requirements and conformance with the facility design and licensing
bases." Included in the RAP 1ist were cable separation and open NRC :
violations This plan was designed to provide assurance that restart and
operation of the MYAPS would muﬁj occur with assurance of compliance with
applicable regulatory requirements. These activities have been rendered moot
Dy the licensee's August 7, 1997, certification under 10 CFR 5(
permanent cessation of power operation of MYAPS

the staff issued its Restart J
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