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SUBJECT: NOTICE OF VIOLATION (NRC INSPECTION REPORT 60O

Dear Mr. Flowers

This refers to the inspection condud ted on March 3, 1997, throuah April 28

Big Rock Point Nuclear Plant. a

1997, ot the
Consumers Power ( ompany facility located in Charlevoix

Michigan This inspection reviewed the circumstances surroun ling the February 2, 1997
tour of the steam drum and piping areas in the radiologically controlled area wher vou, A
icensed shift supervisor, failed to appropriately respond to an electronic dosimetry alarm

A copy of the inspection report 1s enclosed, Enforcement actions are ¢ urrently being

considered against Consumers Power ( ompany for this event

Based on the information developed auring the inspection, the NRC has

determined that a
violation of NRC requirements oct urred

The violation is cited in the enclosed Notice of
Violation (Notice) and the circumstances surrounaing 1t are described in detail in the
subject inspection report (enclosed On February 2, 1997, while act ompanied by a
raciation protection techniciar you performed a tour of the steam drun ind piping areas
vhile the plant was operating at approximately & megawattis electri
During this tour. the electr

(high radiation areas)

i gosimeters worn [“ the rachiation protect n technician and
you alarmed When the alarms were received, the radiation protection technmnician indicated
that you had to leave the area per procedure. While Yyou were fully aware of this
procedural requirement, you decided that personnel doses would remain as low as
ALARA) if vou compieted the tour at this time, and that this ALARA

onsiaeration outweighed the requirement to leave the area. After ompleting the tour

reasonably achievable

you exited the area, reported receiving the dosimetry alarms, and wrote a

onaition repon
describing the event e

ure 1o exit the high radiation area after receiving electror

gosimetry alarms duri '@ 101 § contrary 10 the requirements in Administrative
Pracedure 5.8 Migh Radiation Area Key and Access Cantrol Revision 10 Step 5.1.1.7
which requires such actions The failure 12 aghere 1o this personnel raagiation protection
procegure auring ot atior INvoiving personnel radiation exposure is
lechnical Specificatio 11. Your

Notice of Violation being i1ssued to

a violation of

actions aiso contributed, in part, to a Severity Level |l

Consumers Power Company (enclosed

This violation was ¢ aused by your casual attitude cone ening radiation protection practices
While keeping doses as low § reasonable achievable at all times is important. the ALARA

3 [ {
phi lfn‘."""y goes not Ive | Hviguals the a 1””\1"1\ to violate Proce dures
follow proceqaures raises ant reguiatlory concerns It s imperat

ragiation worker, appreciate the importance of con plying with pro«

N

the conditions under wl oce ) be required 1o be
specitic violation nvolved little risk to the public health and safety

approved procedures ' S1tuations id result in grave cor
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vernment that
special trust and C 1 ) Of the Amaer )¢ n the safte operatiorn
inties and [)lil'.f“,. YyOU In the position where yOur (u)"z rmance 1s expected to be

apove reproac! YOour actions on Februar
Y'\O“'Q}, e this

‘|4 “xil,-,

y £, 1997, did not meet those standards
violation has been categorized in accord

ance with the "General Statement
y and Procedure for NRC Enforcement Ac tions" (Enforcement Polic

y), NUREG-1600
at Severity Level IV, However similar violations in the future ¢ ould result in more

significant enfore ement actions

The purpose of this letter is to make clear to you the

consequences of your violation of
NRC requirements

5 YOU are required to respond to this letter and should follow the

nstructions specified in the enclosed Notice of Violation (Notice)

when preparing your
response In yOUr response. vyou should dot

ument the specific actions taken and any

§ yOu plan to prevent recurrence in order O ensure your ability and

iIrry out the special trust and confidence placed in you as a licensed

iear power facility. After reviewing your response to this Notice
posed corrective ad tions. the NH' A | determine whether f irther NH‘

§ hecessary 10 ensure compliance with NRC requlat Iy requirements

ction 2.790 of the NRC's "Rules of Practice," Part 2. Title 11

‘guiations, records or documents compiled for enfore ement purposes are

NRC Public Document Room PDR). A copy of this letter ana the enclosed

Nation, and youl response. witt your address removed, will be placed in the
45 days unless vou provige sufficient basis to withdraw this violation

| have questions concerning IS acton

please contac Brent Clayvton of

an be reached at either the ad iress listed or at (63
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