Mr. William T. Cottle

President and Chief Executive Officer
STP Nuclear Operating Company
South Texas Project Electric

Generating Station
P.O. Box 289
Wadsworth, TX 77483

SUBJECT: CORRECTION LETTER TO UPDATE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION BASES

March 18, 1998

SECTION 3/4.4.9 SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT, UNIT 1 AND 2 (STP) (TAC NOS.

MAC614 AND

Dear Mr. Cottle:

On March 11, 1998, the Commission issued an update to Technical Specification Bases

MA0615)

Section 3/4.4.9. The update was supposed to include the affected page (B 3/4 4-15) and the
non-affected overleaf page (B 3/4 4-16) to maintain document completeness. However, the

overleaf page was inadvertently omitted. The correct pages are enclosed.

We regret any inconvenience this oversight may have caused. If you have any questions on
this action, please call me at 301/415-1326.

L{ﬁ
Docket No. 50-135’/ '

Enclosure: Bases Technical Specification (B 3/4 4-15 and B 3/4 4-16)

cc wienclosure: See next
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Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Thomas W. Alexion, Project Manager
Project Directorate V-1

Division of Reactor Projects ill/IV
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON, D.C. 208550001

March 18, 1998

Mr. William T. Cottle

President and Chief Executive Officer

STP Nuclear Operating Company

South Texas Project Electric
Generating Station

P.O. Box 289

Wadsworth, TX 77483

SUBJECT: CORRECTION LETTER TO UPDATE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION BASES
SECTION 3/4.4.9, SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT, UNIT 1 AND 2 (STP) (TAC NOS.
MAO614 AND MADE15)

Dear Mr. Cottle:

On Ma:rch 11, 1998, the Commission issued an update to Technical Specification Bases
Section 3/4.4.9. The update was supposed to include the affected pzage (B 3/4 4-15) and the
non-affected overleaf page (B 3/4 4-16) to maintain document completeness. However, the
overieaf page was inadvertently omitted. The correct pages are enciosec..

We regret any inconvenience this oversight may have caused. If you have any questions on
this action, please call me at 301/415-1326.

Sincerely,
Thomas W. Alexion, Project Manager
Project Directorate V-1
Division of Reactor Projects ill/IV
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Docket No. 50-368
Enclosure: Bases Technical Specification (B 3/4 4-15 and B 3/4 4-16)

cc w/enclosure: See next page
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Wr. Wiliiam 1. Cottle
STP Nuclear Operating Company

oG

Mr. David P. Loveless

Senior Resident inspector

U.S. Nuclear Regulaiory Commission
P. O. Box 810

Bay City, TX 77414

A. Ramirez/C. M. Canady
City of Austin

Electric Wility Department
721 Barton Springs Road
Austin, TX 78704

Mr. M. T, Hardt

Mr. W. T Gunst

City Public Service Board
P. Q. Box 1771

San Antonio, Ta TB296

Mr. G. E. Vaughn/C. A. Johnson
Central Power and Light Company
P. Q. Box 288

Mail Code: N5012

Wadsworth, TX 74483

INPO

Records Center

700 Galleria Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339-3064

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.8 Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

D G. Tees/R. L. Baicom
Housion Lighting & Power Co.
P. O. Box 1700

Houston, TX 77251

Judge, Matagorda County
Matagorda County Courthouse
1700 Seventh Street

Bay City, TX 77414

South Texas, Units 1 & 2

Jack R. Newman, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius
1800 M Siraet, N.W.
Washington, DC 20036-5860

Mr. Lawrence E. Martin

Vice President, Nuc. Assurance & Licensing
ETP Nuclear Operating Company

P. O. Box 289

Wadsworth, TX 77483

Office of the Govemor

ATTN: John Howard, Director
Environmenrtal and Natural
Resources Policy

P.O. Box 12428

Austin, TX 78711

Jen €. Wood

Matthews & Branscomb

One 2lamo Center

106 8. St. Mary’'s Street, Suite 700
San Antonio, TX 78205-3682

Arthur C. Tate, Director

Division of Compliance & inspection
Bureau of Radiation Contro!

Texas Department of Hea'th

1100 West 49th Street

Austin, TX 78756

Jim Calloway

Public Utility Commission of Texas
Electric Industry Analysis

P. O. Box 13328

Austin, Th 78711-3326



REACTOR COQLANT SYSTEM

LW TEMPERATURE OVERPRESSURE PROTECTION (Continued)

overshoot beyond the PORV Setpoint which can vocur 8s @ result of time delays in signal
processing and valve opening, instrurnent uncertainties, and single failure. To ensure that
mass and head \put transients more severe than those assumed cannot occur, Technical
Specifications require lockout of all higi head safety injection pumps while in MODE § and
MODE 6 with the reactor vesse: head on. All but one high heac safety injection pump are
requived 10 be locked out in MODE 4. Technica! Spacifications als) require inckout of the
positive displaceriant pumrp and all but oe charging pump while in MODES 4, 5§, and 6 with the
reacior vessel head installed and disallow start of an RCP if secondary temperature is more
than 50°F above primary temperature.

Administrative controls and two RHR reliel valves will be used to provide cold
overpressure proiection {COMS) during the ASME stic'e testing of two administratively
declared inoperable PORVs. During the performance of the PORV function test, two RHR
traing will be OPTRABLE and in operation with the auto ciosure interlock bypassed (or deleted)
to provide COM3.

With one PORY inoperabie, COMS will be provided during the ASME test by the
OPERABLE PORV g)d one RMR relief valve associated with an OPERABLE and operating
R train which has the auto closure interiock bypassed (o7 deleted). Each RMR relief valve
provides sufficient capocity (o relieve the flow resulting from the maximum charging flow with
concurrent loss of letdown. Analysis conservatively cemonstrates that the RHR relie! vaives
limt RCS pressure to approxirnately 59:) psig.

Therefore wo OPERABLE and operating RHR trains gr cne OPERABLE PORV and one
OPERABLE and operating RHR train will provide adeauate and redundant overpressure
protection. Use of the RHR relief valves will maintain the RCS pressure Leiow the iow
temperature limits of ASME Section I}, Appendix G. |

With regard to the MODE € applicability of this Technical Specification, the statement
“with inc head on the reactor vesse!” ineans any time the head is installed with or without
tensioning the PPV studs.

The Maximum Allowed PORV Setpoint for the COMS will be updated based on the
results of exardnatior.s of reactor vessel matenal imadiation surveillance specimens perionmed
#s required by 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix H.

34,410 STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY

The inservice inspection and testing programs for ASME Code Class 1,2, #7d 3
components ensure that the structy: al integrity and operational readiness of these components
will be maintained at an acceptable leve! [continued on next page)

SOUTHATEXAS - UNITS 1& 2 B 34415 Unit 1 - Amendment No. 4:36:86
Unit 2 - Amendment No. 2744
Revisyd by letter dated: March 11, 1998
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BASES
STRUCTURAL INTEGRITY (Continued)

throughout the 1ife of the plant. These programs are in accordance with
Section XI of the ASME Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code and applicable Addenda
as required by 10 CFR 50.55a(g) except where specific written relief has been
granted b, the Commissien pursuant to 10 CFR 50.55a(g)(6)(1).

Components of the Reactor Coolant System were designed to provide access
to permit inservice inspections in accordance with Section X] of the ASME
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Code, 1974 Edition and Addenda through Winter 1875,

2/4.4.1) REACTOR VESSEL HEAD VENTS

Reactor vessel head vents are provided to exhaust noncondensible gases
and/or steam from the Reactor Coolant System that could inhibit natura)
circulation core cooling. The OPERABILITY of at Teast two reactor vessel head
vent paths ensures that the capability exists to perform this function.

The valve redundancy of the reactor vessel head vent paths serves to
minimize the probability of inadvertent or irreversilic actuation while
ensuring that a single failure of a vent valve, power supply, or control
system does not prevent isolatfon of the vent path.

The function, capabiiities, and testing requirements of the reactor
vessel head vents are consistent with the requirements of Item 11.B.1 of
NUREG-0737, "Clarification of TMI Action Plan Requirements,* November 1980.

SOUTH TEXAS - UNITS 3 & 2 B 3/4 4-16 Unit 1 - Amendment No. 55
Unit 2 - Amendment No. 44 &
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