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. 'd% . EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
COUNCIL ON Er4VIRONMENT At OVALITY[ W ASHINGio4. D C. 20$03

( ,

's .f ku~ gust 15,1997o'

The Honorable Shirley M. Jackson
;

Chair
Nuclear Regulatory Commission

!- Washington, D.C. 20555 0001

Dear Madam Chairman:

I am forwarding correspondence Vice President Gore has teceived from Congressman
' Miller and 19_ other Membsg.ef Congress rega,rding,the Atlas Corporation Moab Mill in Utah

The concerns raised in the letter appear significant and ard shared by a number of affected*
h -- -t

constituencies in the region.
,

Recognizing the substantial attention that you and your staff have given to the Moab
decommissioning activity, I would appreciate your personal leadership in working with us to
convene the affected agencies so that we might better understand the concerns that have been

f

raised. I am confident that with your leadership, and consultation with the Department of the
Interior, we can assist the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in resolving areas of disagreement.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
,

lib-4[ 'Ph'
Kathleen A. McGinty /

~f-/ - # ,$-'G4W #
KAM/pgu

$' **4.

8/18..'.To EDO _to Prepare Response for Chairman's Signature.. .Date due Cotum Sept 2
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OrriC E Or rHE VIC E P R CSIDE NT
WASHINGTON

August 15.1997

The lionorable George Miller
United States llouse of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515 0905

Dear Representative Miller:
, i @* * i> t ,..' '

Thank you for your letter regatoing the decornmissioning of the Atlas Corporation
uranium mill tailings site in Moab, Utah. I have asked the lionorable Kathleen McGinty, Chair

j
of the Council on Environmental Quality to look into the concerns you have raised.

I
,

I share your strong commitment to protect human health and the environment. The
Administration will work to ensure that your concerns ate appropriately addressed. his.

McGinty's office will keep you informed regarding of our progress on the issues you outlined.

Al Gore

AG/pgu

cc: The 1lonorable Shirley Jackson

The lionorable Bruce Il %itt ,

.



um in i,o .;,,3 in - 4,4 -

.

n wann.ym -mmm
=? ='=='"' '~ 5;'a.T!/n?J.'0*"" w.==r= , = = ,

Edi!E*".'
'11.9. Nouse of Representattues ETSE!EEU.~"~'

= r=, == ==.m=
""=rM:;rn. Coltimitttt ott Et90urits r,;'J = , = f;"'

O''C O'T"~=r,=,T= m4'. @"' mt 20515 = = = ~"=T==,'n . .
E'." *. O?,," O.".','O.' Augmt5.to97 '/OU,',, =,,*M *'''*'

::= '= ,l""" ~* "'0:7,*'"/,r'
|"=%L'O*"' ZIO'.''J.T."'' " """

" * * * * " '

==.27/ ...
Y,Ii7$ . d!"

[ ='=::-
The lionorable Albert Goie. Jr. _ , , , , , , , , ,

8=''' " ' "' o'a"*
The Vice paesiden

The White House
1600 penuriylvania Asenue NW

ii L Washington, D C. 20500 4r M 7 y ; , , .

Dear Mr Vice hesident

On June 5.1997,19 other Members of Congiess and I wiote to you asking toi youi personal
intervention in tesolving a dispute within the Adnunistiation over sadioactive containination of

the Colorado River.

On June 27, the Fish and Wildlife Senice iuued a drait Biological Opinion pursuant to section
7 of the Endangered Species Act, on the proposed plan to cap m siru the Atlas mill tailings pile in
the flooJplain of the Colorado Ris er near Moab. IJiah. Due to the many impact.. to endangered.

species that would likely continue alter the Atlas Corporanon constructed the permanent cap, the
Service has determined that the proposed action will jeopardire the continued existence of the
Coloiado squawfish. iarm back sucker. humpback chub and bonytail chub-

Although one month has passed, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has neither contacted the
Fish and Wildlife Service iegaiding the biological opinion nor announced its decision on the

proposed decomminioning plan in light of the jeopardy opinion.

% 'I his is a serious lapse a the Atla 3,mine ia likcly in Jnect vic!ation of Section 9, the "take" ,

provisions, of the Endangeied Specie 3 Act. According to the Service, the Colorado iquawfish.
'

for example, may be spawning in the Colorado River at this time. Death is certain should the
larvae come into contact with the high concentrations of ammonia cuirently being dispeised into
the Colorado River from the tailings pile.

According to the Fish and Wildlife Service, even the NRC has indicated that moving the tailings
away from its carrent location is the environmentally preferable allemative, llowever, the NRC
is concemed that the Atlas Corpoiation would declare bankruptcy if forced to pay the costs of
moving the tailings, in light of the jeopardy opinion, however, short of some a<, yet undescribed
plan to stop the ongoing leakage fiom the unlined pile. it would appear that the tailiags must be
moved

imp a - ti% .. w w. % n n
.
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The lionoiable Albeit Gote. .fi
August 5,1997
Page Tw o

Fuither, the NRC itself has not done a tull cost analysn.. instead ietymg on data piouded by the
,

Atlas Coiporation itself. The Atlas Coipoiation has piovuled at different times seveial ditferent
estimates on the various cost factois. The Grand Canyon Trust, a public iniciesi group. has also

,

undettaken an analysis of the cost tactets and has assived at a dilleient conclusion as to the cost

| of moving the tailings Fuither. the Atlas Corporation /NRC cost estimates do not include any
costs for remediating the groundwatei contamination. Instead they hase chosen to sepaiate this
issue from the NRC decision on dowmmisioning. In lebt of the jeopardy opinion. this mal.esii e ,p.

hitle sense. Any option for leaving the taihngs in place wcald require some sort of ground water
ticatment. A tesponsible cost analysis should incorpolate the cost to semediate grounda ate as
well as relocation of the tailings.

The NRC has chosen to narrowly uen its responsibihues m this matter - to approve, appios e
with modification on disapprove the decommissionme plan A coordinated lederal response is
clearly iequired if this situation is to be satisfactotily iesolved to provide a satisfactory level of
piotection not only to the four fish species but to others w ho may well face danger from the
continued contanunation of the Colorado Riser fiom :he Atlas uianium tailings

,
,

,

I (i

N E U R G i.illi.l E R
Senior Democratic 5 ;cmber

Committee on Resources
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R.B. Nouse of Representattues

Committer oil Et$0liftt5
58tastlington, DC 20515

June 4,1997

Honorable Albert Gore, Jr.
The Vice President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

0 F a e. ~ r - M : , . .

Dear Mr. Vice President:
,

We are writing to express our deep concern with the manner in which the Nuclear Regulatoryl

- Commission is handlms the decommissioning of the Atfas Corporation Moab Mill in Utah.
Several Executive Branch agencies are involved in development of the remediation proposals
currently under consideration, and there is an obvious need for significantly im noved coordina-
tion in order to address a serious danger to reside,nts and to the environment o' Utah, Arizona,
Nevada and California.

Ten and a half million tons of toxic wastes generated by the now defunct Atlas Mine are stored in

h concentrations of ammonia, arsenic, lead, vanadium, selenium,gs are radioactive andpond which is located adjacent to the Colorado River. The tailinthe tailin mercury,,molybde-contain
num, nick , and other toxic metals left by the leaching process used to separate uranium form

i

ore. The sailings are leaking siphs redsoactiw materialin the Colorado rine at lewis 1,3M
times abow the EPA Maximum Concentration Limit.

The tailings pond, built in the 1950's, is not lined, and as a result, these radioactiw sad taric
westes are seeping down through the equifer into the Colorado her. In addition, the tailings
pond is located on seismically unstable land. Water from the Colorado River makes up a .
significant part of the drinking water supply for Los Angeles, San Diego, Las Vegas Phoenix and
Tucson, and is used additionally to irrigate hundreds of thousands of acres of agneultural lands.
Moreover, the tailings pond, which may be designated as critical habitat for four endangered
spe:les,is situated between Canyon!a6d? and Arches National Parks.

We understand that the NRC is ready to approve leaving the tailings pond in place rather than
requiring removal to a safer location. We are dee>ly concerned that the risks to drinking water
supphes, human health and the environment have >een grosaly underestimated in the decision-

making process. Leaving a tailings pile of the size and state of the Atlas site in place adjacent to
the Coorado River does not make sense. In the event of flood, the Colorado River could easily
be contaminated.

The National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Ag , the Fish and Wildlife Service,

and many state and local ouvernment agencies have all expre concerns about the uality of
scientific data and information upon which NRC decisions have been and will be bas

Moving the tailings may not immediately halt the contamination, but, would remove the source of
the contamination. By placing the tailings in a more modern and technologically safe situation,
the threats from earthquakes, high water, flooding would be eliminated. In every similar case
under thejurisdiction of the Department of Energy, tailings have been moved away from riverbeds

|

_ .
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Ilonorable Albert Gore, Jr
June 4,1997 - page two

to lined and protected areas Yet, the NRC seems determined to perpetuate rather than resolve
this dangerous situation in the case of the Atlas site

We ask that you personally intervene through the Council on Environmental Quality to bring a
more reasonable solution to the table that will provide greater safeguards for those who rely on
the Colorado River, and to resolve disagreements within the Executive Branch on how to resolve
this serious contarrunation crisis.

cincerely,

[%W1

UEURGE MILLER

'
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| M.S. Maust Of ErprestnistlUts
! Committet on Resollttes
:
;" Was$ington, BC 20$15
:

,

June 4,1997

)
4

Honorable Annert Gore, Jr.:

: N Vice Presiders |

i '"he White Mouse

W"'p,ylvanis Avenue NW1600 Pens '

,D.C.20$00
: te r y.
;

! DearMr. Vice Presidaat. ,

We are writing to express our deep concem with the manner in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission is handling the desononiasioning of the Atlas Corporation Moab Mill in Utah. ,

| i5eywal Executive Branch agenaes are involved in development of the remediation proposals'

currently under consideradon, and there is an obvious need for signincandy imptoved coordina.
.

tion in order to address a serious danger to residents and to the environment or Utah, Arizona,
Nevada and Califomia. - |

|
Ten and a half million tons of toxic wasies generated by the now dedhnet Atlas Mine are stored in

i
i the pond which is located adjasent to the Colorado Nver, The tauines are radionotrve and

concernrations of ammonia, arsenic, lead, vanadium, ta% mercury,ium formmolybde-! comam
and othe tosia metals lea by the leachms process used to to uran'

J

num, N andAings are leekdag a5Aa rudesselw meansplaHa #6s thw atinedr 1,##
! oreL

elases a6ew #As AM M*= Ceasemession usset:

The tailings pond, buik in the 1950's, is not lined, and as a r these redcassiw andanade
messer are seeping daim shrough the agsfer laae see Adver. In addinon, the tailings

pond is located on unstable land. Water from the Colorado 10ver makes up a .

j signi8 cant part of the water supply br Los Aspies, San Diego, Las V Phoenir and

Tuonon, and is used addi to irrigate hundreds of thousands of aeres of lands.

Moreover, the tailings pond'Canyonlands and Arches National Parta' may be designated as estical habitat for four endangeredspecies,is situated tsstween

! We understand that the NRC is resily to approve leaving the tailings pond in place rather than
requiring removal to a ender location. We are deeply occesmed this the risks to drinking water

i hamaan henkh and the environmaat have been grossly underestimated in the dedision.
! au

Leaving a taDings pile of the sine and state of the Atlas site in plass agasent to
the C Nver does not make senas. In the event of $ood, the Colorado Kaver sould easily:

'

be ooetasuneted.
,.

The Nedonal Part Servion, the IWE rul Protection , the Fish and Wildiles Servios,
!

and many state and local govemtierd agencies have all espr concems about the ' of
;

! scienti$c data and informanon upon wlush NRC decisions have been and will be b 1

Moving the tailings may not immediately halt the contamination, but would remove the source of
i

the contamination. By plaam' s the tailings in a more modern and technologically safe situation,
1

,

the threats Aom earthquakes.high water, Sooding would be stimasted. In every similar case:

under the jurisdiction of the Departmem of Energy, tailings have been moved away hom riverbeds
;

j _ ,

! f

i

i -.
l
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Honorsble Albert Gore, Jr.
June 4,1997. page two

is lined and protected arsas Yet, the NRC meerns duermined to perpauste rather than resohe
tfis dangerous situation in the case of the Atlas site.

Ne sak that you personally interwne through the Council on Environmental Quality to bring a
reore reasonable solution to the table th6t will provide prestar safeguards for those who rely on
the Colorado River, and to resolve ditagreements withui the Execuuve Besnch on how to resolve
this serkms contasunanos crisis.

Sinoardy,

I /
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I.S. Esust Bf EtpnStatsfluts:

Cammittet gri Resourtri )
|

: Wattngton, BC 20H3

1

i May 23,1997

i
!

Deu Colleague:
i

j ! am writing to ask that you join me in sending the attached later io Vice President Gore to ask
; for his personalintervention in the Nuclear Regulatory Commisalon's handling of the
| decommissionmg of the Atlas uratuum millin Moab, Utah.

; The defunct Atlas nullincludes a tailing #s pond thak is unlined and sits on a porous selogical site
~ where teachste seeps direcdy into groundwater. Ten and a half million toru of toxic wastes -

which are radioactive sad contain high concentracions of ammonia, arsenic, lead, vanadium.

: salenlum, mercury, mohbdenum. nickal, and other toxic metals - are stored in the tailings pond
that is located right next to the Colorado River. De talhngs pond is not lined, so these wastes arei

seeping down through the aquifer to the Colorado River which serves as the source of dnnking

| and iriigstion water for our constituents The pile is lealdag alpha radlesctive matedal la the
Colorsde river at levels 1,300 tienes above the EPA Masjemism Cemeestration thuis.

1,

Yet, even though it will allow texics to seep into the river at a rate of 8 gallons per minute, the
! NRC is priously considering approval of a plan to cap the pile, and leave the tadings in pluel
; Capping the pile will not asset the leeching for at least 66 yess, according to the Atlas

i Corporation.
<

!
The NRC maintains that this plan is " safe % oven th>.# the tailings pond is located on the

g intersection of swo active fault lines. Every other uranium milehe on the Colorado River has
been moved away tc, higher, safer ground, where modern lined pits are used to store the toxica

n .

, Between Soods and ws!wuakes, leaving the pile in place could contamirate the drinking water of

L\ millions of peop>e in Los Argeles, San Diego. Las Vesas, Phoosix and Tucson. This plan is

1 drawing justicaNe entic}am from the National Park Seni:2, the Environmental Prctectio* Agency

! - and the Fish and Wsido : Servica, but the NRC continues to advocate a Sawed plan that will not

L end the contunination of the Colorado River,

I'
! The risk involwd in iseving the tailings in place is simply ret acceptable. If you agree, plasse

contact Deborah Lanzone at 2254945 to add your signuure to mine on the attached letter, We-

Inland to mail titis lesser to tbs Vice Frvedent no tste,r than May 30,1997.

incerely,

&DAL Y, . I fR
mom mtR1.

- __ .. __ __ __ _ _ __
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Maaamhis John McCain-

. Unhed Steens Seas
! Washlageon, D.C. 20$100303
\ .e.

f Dear sanser hiccain:
' ' ' '

,

,

! Thank yes for your Apd125,19971saar expressing laamiest in the Atlas Corporadon
munhan mill taulags ass @(cab,,Ute. Ycur speci5e concanu inchdad the Enynemansmal

,

| Prossation Agency's (EPA) cyporandry to assess any proposed !===6ah of the tunings pid .
.

j .

i and praisados of the Colondo River under the CJess Waser Act.
'

: Under the National Eavhamnessal policy Act (NDA) and the Unaism MIR 7tBiags
| Radiadam Comerci Ast (tInf!1CA), IFA punidas commhusionso the Hacker BaM
| t'a== Lamia = (NBC). In thus sais, IFA suhadued tedinim! comusunts to NRC reganAbg the
{
i peaket's Dema Techakni nvahedon napart and Das anvhamusan11mpact samanuma

. . . ...,

| (DEIS). ,
,

1

'3hs NRC has pohiished a Final Tectakal Byahmtica Espen (FIER). '!bst report,
amans other tklaga, entsendmed that acceptabis W h inchdas =wh of the vams
tauings pus as aies. Tts h design does taks into d==daa sensa haak'
stabuiry and messoa commd. Such designs cannot gassasses that aracairal Adhus fmm a

:

fined enes wei nos maak na - " sad damage = saama! muommes. newever, the;

Unf!'RCA regaladoes (40 CPR 192) do inesad that resisension s5 arts he anecdvs for op to
,
!

i 1000 yens. .

!

!
We runiiss conoses rusasia wkk raged to the prnposed namedy. Raumval ot the

j taDiags pils was conddamd as an opden under the DEIS. EPA's poshion at the ties was that
the reenval option had avven. desirshis femmes, widch EFA poksed out in ha ccmuasats;

(enslosed). ' Ins,:samat opden also had poundsDy detthanatal hepace so the anvhensasat
[' which inchdad coassa ove impseu fmm hasvy mydymmet assdsd for newval and a ,

j

j significant concern as to how m address consumfassed soils henseth the tainngs pas, anos

|
runneved. la NBC's flami roview, ths removal opdan was act seleced ther considsdag ths

! instairunamn found in regulsdoes at 40 CPR 192,'ths dak posed to kamaa haakh and tbs

i sevboamsat by the on das =hm=daa option and de cens at an opdoes ocasidend.

$
j The NRC's sagiamming com svalandon of de variou opdom did not uke imo

j constdarasion possanal long-esan cosas for mesadas assaml rumouress that sound be impecond,

1 shoukt the proposed on sks ===Im synom fan. Nor was chars an sagineering cost
;

!
i o __. _
:[
i

|
w._.__..,__.,.____. __ . , _ _ _ _ . _ _ _ . . _ ____ _ _ _ _ _ _ . _ . _ _ _ - -
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evaluation of passatial aantral neource impacts resuhtag from falhat should the tailings be -
awved to a difenus locadon, under the removal option. Whus DA encourages cost
analyses that omsider posendal long mem asmaml resource impacss, the NRC is na required
to evalmass such costs.

EPA's and the Nanomal Park Service's (NPS) aaaa=== ngarding the project
specifically kscluded tbs pomatud ensets of the propscs on ths Scott Mathseon Wodand
Pseserve on the easek side of the Colosado River. EPA acospeed Adas Corporenon's*

anchnical canadens's Sadings that these was no geomm6.wsser A between the
taDings pus aa===i==daa phas and tbs preserve (NRC's r=4=r 17,1996 resposas to NPSn
and EPA, soclosed). As a read, ETA reviand ks sudag of the DES fem that cf having
Ihrvimamsmal Ob) salons and InsuSkdser Infarmanir= (E>2) so that of having

'

Esykommamal Conosens and lasafficiset Infonassion (BC 2) (also enclosed). Later, la'

Jamsary of 1997, the U.s. osolopal survey comanaed the thus was no poemadal for the e.t' -

neinss Pos to aftset smond waar discharged to its u=*h Prumerw (1seur socloned).
-

. . . .

De Utah Deperunant of Envirommamal Qualley (UDBQ) is concerned abom tha Idek
of a kat men greend weser correndv> action plan and has sequired ons be =6==iaW by Anas
Corpouston. Sinos absse is gmond-weser and seedsorweser h at this sits, UDEQ is
also conommed by the poemsht for wum quaiky saadanis not being met as a essak ofer'
nocalised smund wear m from the taltlass plums. If ks May 6,1996 commens
a NBC, EPA h that a grosed.wmar === age ===* pina should be lectoded whh_the
fhal B5; and, at elds time, this saamer has act been andadscnor9y addressed. Under its
reguladons, ten NRC is not sequhsd to address ,r_ r :===dl=da= m abs sans time h'

aansiders p=W14=ana= and haa segnessed the gamed wesafisons be dadernd amen aAar the
. .,t ,,,,,,,, ,, ,,,3,

..

.- .a.,

The mapandhuky of assadag wasur<palky sandsnis ass met neder the Clama Wasar
Act is duisgued to tbs Seus a(Utah, wkh DA assismans and oversight. Under Utah State
womrgiabry agulatines, NRC and Adas Carpenden som addren womMpality
:=rd====" As a mult, UDEQ has inund an anist seguidag Adas to develop and autunit a
suonad-weser comensveendna ambadals. De adednis amas he saboniumd 30 days aber
p=Mi=da= of the Amm1 F5 sad unst be reviewed and appsuved by UDBQ behus constrocsion

'y
of the cap for the mRhga. Por snars infonnadca reganting the UD5Q order and schedals,

_

-

pinass connet I.assa hannom of UDBQ m (801) $354262.

As of the weiths of tids lueur, the U.S. Fish and WDditis Servios (U5FWS) is in
foemal secdon 7 consabaden purmaat so ths Endangered Species Act. Dodgg tids prooms,
they win syninses whether or act discharge tosi the esisting tsDings pus and abs proposed
on-she samedy would impaa any endansered species or biological amources, such as habsm.
U5FWS wul produce a danar=ianeiam and :=rv=asaand flan 1 assions based on this
dan ==4=adas If these is significant impeca, the proposed projem may inquirs I, evaluation.
The UEFW3 project coassat is Jammt buzzi as (901) 524 5009 x128.

b w a w%-

2
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Unless new informulon is brought to our anear. 's. EPA has no furthtetttttuory mic
in the approval or disapproval of the M5 or the final rec nmW rM1 option.
However, we tsunain conostned about and await resolution of the long-arsn gtwnd wuar
couw & and monnorsng issue. De FTER and the final E3 are the respontibihty of
the NRC's Uranann Racovary Brsach. NRC's contact is Joseph J. Holomch n (301) 415
6629.

If yoo or year staff have additional queadons reganting EPA's role in e manar,
please contact Carol &WJ at (303) 312 6340, the member of my staff most
knowledssahis about 2 project.

jincerely.

j'y*~ "\'

p -. _,
_

| oc: w/ oopy ofingary laser
| Diane Nialama, UDEQ
! Joseph J. M , NRC

Raad E. Hards, U3FWS
Richard Elabaugh, Atlas Corporadon

. .
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Decommissioning of Moab, Utah, Uranium Mill.

Tailings
(last updated 7 Apr 1997)

View of Atlas tailings pile: imace (7ok)

> Search Descret % e archise for Atlas tailines

> Search PR Newswire for Atlas Core news releases

> Search EDGAR Database for Atlas Corp. Records: via NYU / via SEC

Contents:
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Information from Atlas Mill Reclamation Task Force
(reprinted here with permission)

We've been on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC) case about the Atlas tailings since 1990.
I'm the Chairman of the Atins Mill Reclamation Task Force, also President of a small local 501(c 0)
tax exempt non profit which has been pursumg Atlas cleanup as a project.

Basically, what we have here is aomething George Orwell would understand. The NRC's August,1990.
regulations state that the ideal reclamation of uraruum tailings is below grade, away from population, in
a seismically stable area, where the tailings are isolated from water and air for at least 200 and preferably
1.000 * years. The Atlas tailings stand 110 feet above grade over 130 acres on the flood plain of the
Colorado River and Moab Wash, bisected nicely by the geologically active Moab Fault, next door to the
City of Moab and the Visitor's Center for Arches National Park. The pile is leaking alpha radioactive
material into the Colorado at levels 1.300 times above the EPA Maximum Concentration Limit, which
are also exceeded by several heavy metals in the leachate. Capping the pile m place will have no effect
on this leaching for at least 66 years according to Atlas's own engineering contractor.

Naturally, the SRC sees no problem with capping the thing in place with some expensi, . rock armor
hauled in over a dangcui road which isn't up to it. As I see it, they're basically in a bunker mentality
because they approved the cappin.; in place plan for this Title 11 site in 1982 before anybody knew the
fault was active, and well before tiey adopted their tailings reclamation regulations in 1990. They don't
want to admit they goofed and that the taxpay

f more in reclaniation expenses than was bargam,ers are going to end up having to take un some $50 millioned for. (We're all agreed the Atlas Minerals Corcoration
should be held harmless for more than the cost of the nrTau ~% M p- "" " ~ A- i" ~d
fyth with the best information at the time The Corporation would go banknapt if asked for more money
for reclamanon, as they are teetering along the edge of Chaper i1 as is.)(

Some locals including myself came up with an altemative reclamation plan involving an ideal
;eophysical site 23 kilometers north of the current tailings. The tailings could be moved there by rail at
,ow speed. buried completely below grade in a Mancos Shale medium which is competent to contain the
tailings without maintenance for 1.000,000+ years which exceeds the radioactive life of the contents.
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A bit of history: se e riimal aamum reduction mi;l was built en the tioed piam cf de Celmu R. e
right across the fermer route of the Nteab Wash, m 19fo by the UTEX Corporation, erested by Charar
Steen. in order to process pitchblende ore from his Nti Vida Niine to supply the U S Atemic Energs
Commission's nuclear weapons program The mill was later purchased by the Atlas Niinerals
Corporation. and contmued to suppls the AEC until the gosernment quit bu.smg uranium for atomic
wespons, whereupon Atlas reeuilt the mill to process sanadium.beanng uranium ores t)pical of the
Dus an Uranium Belt into fuel for atomic power plants. The commercial market for uranium collapsed
m 1982 m the United States, but the Atlas Niill had contracts which kept it running until Ntarch.1%4
N10st of the 1950s uranium mills w hich used unlined tailings piles went out of business when the AEC-

quit busing uranium for weapons. The Atlas tailings is to my knowledge the only AEC era pile that
ended up getting added to during the uranium fuel producing commercial era. is unimeJ. and is smmg
in a porous geological site w here leact ate goes airesuy mw gwunaw.uer. .woramg to me Lawrencej

. Lisermore National Laboratones, it is the only Title 11 uratuum tailings site in the U.S. which is located
j on a site which appears to be seismically unstable.
\

Cost of the reclamation project: The current Atlu proposal involves the quarrving, tran<oonation, and
placement of some unusually large basalt rock arthor to resist erosion from floods of theMorado Rner
and the N!oab Wash twhich three years ago washed away U.S. Highway 191 opposite the Arches
National Park Visitor's Center in a tiood). This armor is much more expensive to obtain and place than
that typically installed in less vulnerable sites, y et the Atlas cost estimates are much lower. In the
meetmg with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) on February 28.1996, County Councilman
Bill Hedden and Utah State Radiation Control Director Bill Sinclair both presented substantial
mformation that indicates that the Atlas capping proposal will likely cost 536 million or more, rather
than the range of $11 17 million which has been presented in recent documents.

These quotations are all for the total cost of the reclamation project. Sly figures from the Depanment of
Energy (DOE) indicate the portion of the tailings which was accrued supp ying the Atomic Energy

,

Commission i AEC) nuclear weapons program is 55.75%. Thus, under provisions in the Energy Act of
1992, the DOE will reimburse Atlas for $5.75% of the cost of reclamation on the site. Atlas is making a
fuss because they have a surety of 56.5 million posted against the reclamation costs. $6.5 million is
44.25% of 514.689.260. If the tinal reclamation ap 3 roved by the NRC costs $36 million, for example,
then Atlas would be required te increase its surety sy $9,430,000. The company, which has quit the
uranium business and entered the gold mining business in the Carlin Trend in Nevada, currently has its
only mine on standby; The Atlas management has been clear that,if they were asked for more than about
an additional 51 million i. surety. they would declare bankruptcy. [...)

Contact:
Association for the Tree of Life. ATL
R2 chard Lan:e Chnstic
P O Box 166, Nloab, U i L4532. USA <

Tel. -1801259 5095, E mail: Attandt 7i aol com

_

Information from U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Office of Nuclear hiaterial Safety and Safeguards: Final-
. Technical Evaluation Report For the proposed revised reclamation plan for the Atlas Corporation
Ntoab Niill, NUREG 1532, Starch 1997

ABSTRACT: This final Technical Evaluation Report (TER) summarizes the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission staft's review of Atlas Corporation's proposed reclamation plan for
its uramum mill tailings pile near Sloab, Utah. The proposed reclamation would allow Atlas
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Thursesy, Nitember 7,1996

Opinions and comments from our readers . es'

An cxp;rt sp;cks up . . . It'my turn on crono tdh , .
Dear Sam; not have health or enntenmen* Dear Sam, and e

I am en internationally tal benefits commensurate with Eighteen months ago I the fa

known espert in radiological the test- moved to Moab, not for the sten- A,,

health and radiation protection i have read the relevant NRC ery or recreational opportuni- nuet

J ud, since I hve in Moab, I felt documents in our pubhc bbrar7 tin, (I wu leertog a e6milar their

icetion is put to bed nts compelled to respond to Peter and conclude that the current ple areal, but for a challenge few ity an

uon. and it will be some. !!aney's advertisement in last location win produce no signifi- people were interested ia tah.mg loud a

n a more normal fashion, wnk's paper. cant exposure to any stogle per- on professionaly Jonty

Mr Honey apparently be- son in Moab relative to interne- 1

alts. Utah was expected to lieves the Atlas tathogs are high tionaUy accepted radiation pro- That chauenge wu to coake port.
>ur congressional distiset,

level radioactive waste and are tection standards or the natural the county fairgrounds comptes, my It

Utan distnct in the nation, estremely dange'rous Thisis not background radjation levels hen. (Spanish Trail Arens), active yet tc
*publ6can, endmg an hon, either now or in the future, enough to be a profitable county cerne

true.
t Bill Orton-whose inde- The'allings are leas radioac- Mr. Haney's last paragteph is facihty. h
rom both sides of the aisle, tive than the naturally occurner devoid of any quantitative judg. Even before starting the job be te
idependent, self. sufficient on from which they were derived ment or reasonmg. He ocJy wanta 1 eaw the biggeet challenge count

i trnpressed me as a prag- and they should not be treated the pile removed,without tsanon* wou.d be to soften the hostthty ttnue
ne. It will be interesting to as a source of imminent huard, able justification. As the some residents had toward the tag in

ens in Congress that will which they are not. owner of a local businese I, and facility, because if locals didn't this e

31 strict. I'm betting he's up Sub tantial human popula* some of my employees, are mor* sppreciate the faenuty, they cer- T

tions liv %thout any ill effects a raid of Mr. Haney's incuence tainly wou2aot send visitors to busy'

v (ffice holders have their in anas of the world where the than that of the Atlu tallings the arena to see an event, and '96 at

hajienge has been thrown naturallevels of radiation are as' pilel neither would the locals. 2 ye a/

sident Dttl Clinten that the high as those directly over the Concerning his educational Certainly my job has been $21.C
i

wanta some progress. The Atlas pile. background, what special train- hampered to attract producers of 1996

t. More was accomphshed Mr. Haney implies the NRC ing does Mr. Haney have to dis- events due to the negative nae. tobri
.

cat Congresstonal session did not analyn the consequences approve of the ability of the NRC tions them people receive when I
|

wa years. It was proof that of the tailings pile being eroded sciectists and engmeets to make they do advance work pnor to the f

tway can do things if they into the Colorado River. His im- vabd sad complea technicaljudg- their event. Many have changed perm

t a balanced budget. They plication is untrue u the conse- meets? their minds aftet coming across fols
I soning They want a stop to quences of the pile being taleased When he says: *...what will the wrong people, t

iment a couple of timeslast to the nver is analysed on page happen in 500 years.. ' he hypoth- I have worked hard to diver. cont.

. I hope they get what'they 4 27ff of the DreA Ennronmn. esises a farm over the former sify the types of people ustng the and

tal Impact Statement (NUREO L.de Powell. I point out the fact fac hty so when I hear people say from

ular Governor Mike Leavitt. 1531). that a farming town in Brazil is it is only a horn fanitty and that projet

e btggest margin ever gar- The natural radioactmty in built over a naturally occurrtng is allit will be,it is a statement able i
Tirk cut out for hirn, also. the suspended sediments flowing uranium deposit where ths local without fact.

nd fiscally sound state op' down the Colorado River in a population shows no ill effects Activities such as the BMX those

ace many challenges facing thousand years, containing the from eating the food grown upon Race Series, Indoor Soccer forei

name radioactive elements found it; food that is fit for human cor,- 1,ogue, along with events like are u

ity (and money) coming to in the Atlas tailings pile.eaceede sumption. the Tour of Canyonlands, Jeep That
regrams previously handled that whichisin the Atlas tailmgs A similar situation esista Safari, demolition derbys', Fat

D
ly approach welf are. educa- pile The mmas of suspended uda- over an even targer aren in ladis, *Iin Festiv al, movie productions
manner that can prove the ments flowing by the pile in a where 100,000 people art erposed

hem by Washington, year escoeds the total mane of the to 2 roentgen per year of exter- M M g g, g
:h I have a little e.xpertence, pile, nal radiation from naturally oc- Mt * *l"*" 'P"' I '

QP'y'.,",durueuseau. Carits or Nr7,*,**,',*,"jjuNi."p[
i highway and mass transit I have antasund the radio- curring thorium and its daughtst m Tum=-tad., "
and we are already a r:um* activity over several tailings products in the underlying soil,
sng with those needs. Some pues, including Atlas *, and there without any apparent ill effects. ..a a n,t.

us up to speed, and a lot of ne nothing unusually high about When Peter Haney says that ,.. t.. ,.re tu en 614uen te me e ta

d locally. Fortunately. Utah the Atlas tailings the pile will and up in the river,I candidate that ha* FM 5" P'''"'at ema ej'f-

'

'that prtcc tag,if the Gover* I have no financial connec- ask *what will be the conse- gj'yd*g,$',"j,''.$u'oe*t[e** |d*
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five years.There ta no ques'. the U.S.'DipartmentefJustiu, ings, not concentrate them,

[ ,,,ong the Inte' estate 15 cortt' the Canadian Atomic Energy whether they Aush by slow ero-
be done just to keep Utah Control Board and the Interna- sien or by Dash Goods,
allenge of the 2002 Winter tional Atomic Energy Agency = Respectfully submitted,

However,I do have a finan. Mcdonald E. Wnnn, Ph. D. - ORC)''

s rural areas cannot be for* eial stake in Moab as the owner Profenor of Pharmacology,
ch are going to have to de* of the Sunset Motel and I sup- University of Utah and Adjunct ON FIPrH WEST Moab,

trement as an economic fu. port Bob Pattison's position that Professor of Physics and 801*259 7175 e 800 634 i
en infrastructure to handle the unnecessary espense of $100 Biology, Mess State College.

TOWN HOMES With ..he expense of Wasatch Front million for moving the pile would GrandJunction, Colorado
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Why the NRCtNudeer Regdatory Apv/) of ccunellt was kniureering to read senaar
McCain's ObAruj concerns in the $stiIdr Toww. He is righthd)y upset wth the tuonnt
AT(C deciaba to cap the Atlas Tat | Lop P3e in yleen. However, he is also partiaEy
ruponsMe lor that dartston In the tOCs ow te is san inh. Eisenhower la pnsident, and
the resa are at our shorse throarordsg to take ever. The NRC was given endaastve powere
in the 19M Atonec Emergy Act of Broad OsCMftoa to gue the pb dona. Inn oew teeie of
them eral acddearly say Atoenne taargy Comeussen when they answer the phone,

Along will. ;, ett power 1 of Broad Cheerinor., the Atomic Eastgy Act induded Seaton
H. Seccon Seta)is when the tGC la rapnd to phce a douer vthan on everytlues they

_

do, and that they truet chose the cheeper sitornenve, tand tima de taumg 6tay puth H(c)
is the *to tid enant presacable* c;a n which sLown the NRC u eseznpt everyth.ag they
want to from any post AsovNc Energy Act CongrentonallagtalarmrL

Thus when Coegrees decerwanes that for au pruntal purposes, wsakun taninge pues
amount so a *perparat t.as.ard* and that we,Coegnes. do not went to revise thasn menta:
the NRC deterer.imes ht what Cangma really munt was, don t bamburt any scopavues-
Don t worry ht eew NRC deculoms only ermare that kre wdl be trouble agata et the
Moab Tat 11rigt as =ou as other sites.The NRCs traerpreserna of the kw vequires the NRC
to protocr esmpetues over er. teas aad the enviroetnana Senator McCain, tl you went to its
the problaro el the ladir en pde, c)ege the uw Finnuy revisit the outdated Anotruc Emergy
Act ard repaal Secten H. Maka the NRC play by the same rules that we su how es,
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the world to de@ a plan to use 300mm C -- rSe smining haul trusha sereddless P'
the poursed spur as a haul read to snow the taniny to a below-pede sedamselse in
the geophysismBy4 deal Manese Shale el the IQandthe Flas. These peedeseenals
seeimated that the tamp a und be recisamed ler a total of SE308,386 la 314 days.
1his met overlaps the range of seeimates by 5snith Engineertag for the east ed espping
the pde. The ( r: elthe latener has neced that Smith's cent medmesse (mently
freen IPN) may not 6nelude the cost of engineer 6ng features added a the sapptrig plan
dunng the 1996 Dell /DreA Technical Evaluesion Ilspen widque, such as yound
acceleension Irwin erehstuabe, tasuffistemt day tNckness la ele sep, and presortlen
e58tnet Colotodo luver mnpetton against the see of the pele . Moving the plie by thisI

creative, sale, imot opensaw rnethod could case the esaw or even less than capping
the pue in plae with all the additional ergineering features. Moving the yde le
envirotuneneally reble, se an equivalent con to espring mabes owveng the pua
the esee ' verhmedass

inery Thle i pDe which was unlined, sising en a basamune strurture, and

leakag inte groundwater uke Atlas was Ipy moving to ansehee, nom.
permeable sine by the DOE. Five were moved out of metropsinan neces, med none
suNered radiaden esaspe incidents. Several ettempts to cap laaky pdes la failed,

and the pues were to redeemed by at vast addisonal spames worries
sne 6e that we en espear the same 6f the tantage are capped . eventually, the pue
plus the say metenal will be ansved to 10endthe Flase, at 100s tampeyer opense,
beesues of envtresunensal peoblems with the capped pile.

Is no a butomuureste occ6 dent that Atlas pt ciano6Aed widt well eleed,Ilmed flaie 11
tallinp puse which are apprornately espred La place insmed of wish unlined Tide
! F es leaking inse wooeneurses whiah won inoved to esop weser eeneesninatten. WeQ
should thank Atlas for their fortmentsace, take their reelamation boed, release them

from further roepensibilky; then deal with these taGin5s as we did with enany Surdtar
due created unaer the AEC natieral defense propsm. Otherwies, we've going to lack
steund for yars womitng tampeyer avid pnvoie rnining industry ineney while at least
the solubne componente of the Adee tellings patiently depost themselves in the
Colorado Rivee.

The non propt Assemarieg for thr Tror of Ufr (A7tJ is homag tie espeias of samling
safermessen se wisoie, long disamies calle, sec., spadeig sier Alles seitiap resimmenen. Tes.
deductMe centreuemas see 6e seit se F.O. Das 1M6, Mese, LIT M532: er sea 2594096.
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Feds Say Atlas Tailings May Be Contaminating Fish
. BY JtM WOOLF Moab, stressed Wi!! lame. That would leave one leet a prevel

U
TMe SALT 1AKe TR1eme But it wiu r utre Atlas to condwet M "g ,,'u elYr se could b n,,,,

addittenalmonit etudlesle resolveFederal biologiste are wo * te a oui w e a r = = a n- capping the tlle. T.he state regul secontami.aied weie, .e,oi,rried that.ay * Colorado squewfish and rAtor.from me ,,ouaw.te, e es u sue .u 3 s
ered asked the comp 4hy le prove thel CofbAtlas utentum nelli laulngs near Moab - gschd even are harmed. If tesninated water ese pleg from the tall.may be eresung problerna for endan. probima ere identitled 111 tams entd. Ines wiu et harm human helth or th

,Beres fleh in h edJacoat Coloredo Riv.Atlas weeld be rogstred to take scilon savtroamerit. A doeleton en ne ground.,,j' 10f*1"'th'** water question is espected soon afterSo Bob WtAlems, saalstant Sold su.
perelser for the U.S. Fish and Wildllfe The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory C'om. NRC's environmental study la complet.

Service, sold Tuesday that haegene7 miselon (NRC)last week Jesued a techal, ed.

probably stu fosse a dettelon elating can repc';t that found Alles' plan to rep State offielete in the past have es.
that espptag the 10.8 milues tone of. N tmunge in pince compiled with all d doubts about leaving the Atlas

sendItha, radioactive dirt to place on federnt regulouess.The ftmal step in the e on the benks of the Colorado
N riverbeak could "Joeparelse'* the federal declaion making prntese comes - River, se there are no guerentaes they
fleh- thie rummer whea ss eavireementa!Im. will go a!ong with NRC on this lasue.

Toeperdy doetsies will set stop the pact sinternent la espected to be re. T%e endangered flet questles could la.

prvljoet of require that it be moved to en kaned by NRC AH ladleatleas are ihet crease the et ste's eeneurn about g;round.

alieraste disposal ette 14 sWies north of it, tou. will approve AMas' plan. water pollutlen at the site,
w
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NUREG-1532

Final
Technical Evaluation Report
for the Proposed Revised

"

Reclamation Plan for the Atlas
|

Corporation Moab Mill
Source Material License No. SUA 917
Docket No. 40-3453
_ Atlas Corporation

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
* *
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Omcc of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

March 1997
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Draft
EnvironmentalImpact Statement
.Related to Reclamation of the -

Uranium Mill Tailings at the
Atlas Site, Moab, Utah

Source Material License No. SUA 917
Docket No. 40-3453
Atlas Corporation

U.S.. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Omce of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards

January 1996


