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June 4, 1997

Honorable Albert Gore, Ji

The Vice President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D C 20500

Dear Mr Vice Presidemt

We are writing to express our deep concern with the manner in which the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission 1s handling the decommussioning of the Atias Corporation Moab Mill in Utah
Several Executive Branch agencies are involved in development of the remediation proposals
currently under considerition, and there is an obvious need for significantly unFm\ ed coordina

tion in order to address a senous danger 10 residents and 1o the environment of Utah, Anzona
Nevade and California

Ten and & half million tons of toxic wastes generated by the now-defunct Atlas Mine are stored in
the talings pond which is located adiacent to the Colorado River The tailings are radioactive and
contain high concentrations of ammonia, arsenic, lead vanadium, selenium, mercury, molybde
num. nickel. and other toxic metals left by the leaching process used to separate uranium form
ore The tailings are leaking clpha radioactive material in the Colorado river at levels 1,300
times above the EPA Maximum Concentration Limit

The tailings pond, buiit in the 1950's, 15 not lined, and as a result, these radioactive and toxic
wastes are seeping down through the aquifer into the Colorado River In addition, the tailings
pond is located on seismically unstable lan Water from the Colorado River makes up 8
significant part of the drinking water supply for Los Angeles, San Diego, Las Vegas, Phoenix and
Tucson. and is used additionally to irngate hundreds of thousands of acres of agncultural lands

Moreover, the tailings pond, which may be designated as critical habitat for four endangered
species, is situated between Canyonlands and Arches National Parks

We understand that the NRC is ready to approve leaving the tailings pond in place rather than
requiring removal to a safer location We are dee ly concerned that the nsks to dnnking water
supplies, human health and the environment have been grossly underestimated in the decision-
making process Leaving a tailings pile of the size and state of the Atlas site in place adjacent (o

the Colorado River does not make sense In the event of flood. the Colorado River could easily
be contaminated

The National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Fish and Wildlife Service
and many state and local eovernment agencies have all expressed concerns about the guality of
scientific data and information upon which NRC decisions have been and will be base

Moving the tailings may not immediately halt the contamination, but, would remove the source of
the contamination. By placing the tailings in a more modern and technologically safe situation

the threats from earthquakes ,iugh water. flooding would be eliminated In every similar case
under the junsdiction of the Department of Energy, tailings have been moved away from niverbeds




Honorable Albert Gore, Jr
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to lined and protected areas Yet, the NRC seems determined 1o perpetuate rather than resoive
this dangerous situation in the case ol the Atlas sit

We ask that you personally intervene through the Council on Environmental Quality to bring a
more reasonable solution to the table that will provide greater safeguards fot those who rely on
the Colorado River, and to resolve disagreements withun the Executive Branch on how to resolve
this senous contamination ¢rnsis

Sincerely
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.8, House of Bepresentatives

Commutter on Resources
Washington, WL 20518

June 4, 1997

Wcmmﬁngwmwawwmmmthnmcmmmmmdmu&mm
Commsson 18 handling the decomumissioning of the Atlas Corporation Moab Mill in Utah.
Several Execucve Branch agenciss are imvolved in development of the remed iation proposals
wmlywuconudmmmdthmumqmwtuiy\mcumu:’rqumm-
non i order 1o sddress & serious danger 10 residents and to the environmant of L'iah. Anzona,
Nevada and Californs

Ten and a half million tons of toxic wases genersied by the now Atlas Mine are stored in
the tail which s located adjacent to the Colorado River tailings are radioactrve and
CONCentrations of KTYMONIA, 3eTc, lead, vanadium, selenium, mercury, mohybde-
mum, nickel, and other toxe metals left by the leaching process 10 1o uranium form
ore The tailings are loaking alpha in the river ot levels 1,300
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and state and local govern nent agencies have concerns
u&ﬂymwwmuummmmmmwwwmu

the contaminstion. By placing the tilings in & more modem and wcally safe wtusuon,
the thrests from earthquakes, high water, flooding would be einunated. [n every similar case
under the jurisdiction of the Departmen of Energy, tailings have been moved sway from niverbeds
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o lined and protected areas Yet, the NRC seerng determined 1o perpetuste rether than resolve
w8 dangerous situation \n the case of the Allas ute

e ask that you personally intarvene through the Council on Envuonmental %:ury to bring »
wore reasonable solution 10 the table that will provide grester saleguards for those who rely on
the Colorado River, and 10 resolve diragreements within the Exeautive Branch on how 1o resolve

this serious COMAIMNALIOD Creie

Sincarely,
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0.8, House of Representatiues
Conumirtee on Resources
WMashngron, BC 2072

May 23 1997

Dear Coleague

| am writng to ask that you join me in sending the artached leter 1o Vice Presicent Gore 1o ask
for his personal intervention in the Nuclesr Regulatory Commission's handling of the
decommussonung of the Atlas yraruum mul in Moab, Uah

The defunct Atias mull includes a nu’m;" pond that 15 unlined and mts on a porous geclogcal site
where leachate seeps drectly nto groundwater. Ten and & half million tons of toxic wastes -
which are radicactive and contain hugh concentratons of ammonia, arsenuc, lead, vanadium.
seleniurn, mercury, molybdenum. ruckel, and other LoXic metals ~ are stored in the taulings pond
that is located nght next to the Colorado River The talings pond is not lined, so these wastes are
seeping down through the aquifer 10 the Colorado River which serves as the source of drinkang
and irmganon water for our constituents  The pile s leaking alphs radioactive material (o the
Colorado river at levels 1,300 tirnes above the EPA Masimum Concentration Limit

Yet. even though (t wil allow 193x3¢3 to seep into the river & a rate of § gallons per ounute. the
NRC is serously consdenng approval of & plan 1o cap the ple, and leave the tulings in place!
Capping the pile will not affect the leaching for at leas 66 years, according (o the Atlas
Corporstion

The NRL mawntaing that this plan '8 “safs” ~ even though the tallings pond & located on the
intersection of two wctve fault lines. Every sther uranium nulise oo the Colorado River has
been maved away (o ugher, safer ground, where modem Lned pits are used 10 store the toxica
Between Joods ad mrtheunkes. leaving the pile in place covld comamintie the annking water of
milions of paopie 1 Los Angeles, San Diego Las Vegas, Phosmx and Tucson  This plan
drawing jusufadle enncism from the Natonal Park Service, tw Eavironmental Protection Agency
and tho Fish and Wildu  Service, but the NRC conunues (o asdvocate a flawed plan that wil not
end the contaminarion of the Colorado River.

The stk involved in leaving the teadings in place is smply net wscepuable  Uf you agree, please
cortact Deborah Lanzone st 2284944 5 add your sighature 1o mune on the attached letter. We
intend to mal this letter to the Vice President ag latar thas May 30, 1997,

incerely,

o TR,

N g, [/ W&

/ '.v\..p"’.f_. LL [ K-(.Y:
GEORGE MQ.LIR‘\
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Hooomble John MoCain
Unitad States Semmte
Washiogon, D.C. 20510-0303

Dear Senmar MoCatn:

Thank you for your Apel 25, 1997 letier expressing interest in the Atlas Carporasion
urstsum il tailings oear Moab, Uteh. Your specific concems included the Exvironmegml
mn—n'ummwnmmmmmno{mmﬁ
and protection of the Colomado River under the Clean Water Act

Under the Nanooal Rovirommental Policy Act (NEPA) aad the Urnoium ML Txilings
Radistion Control Act (UMTRCA), EPA peovides consultation © the Nucloss Regalsaeys
Commission (NRC). In that roke, EPA submitted techuical comments w0 NRC regardihy the
prodect's MWMWUMW“SM

(DEIS).

mmmpw.mrmmmm. That report,
mmmwumhmmwmamm
tailings plle oo sns. mmmmmmwmm‘

flood event will oot result is comtaminaton sod damage % DRSITA TEOUIONS . However, the
mummmmmmmmmumuwn

1000 years.

We realizs concecns remais with regard o the proposed remedy Removal of the
mmwm..nmmmm. EPA's position at the time was that
umwumwm.vuunwuumm
(enclosad ). m_mmmumwmumm
-mmwmmmmmwwumu.
mmuomnmmmwmm.».m
removed. 1o NRC's final review, the removal opticn was 5ot selected after considering the
mmumnwmm.mmmummmu
memmmm:bmdmmw.

mmumacaMdmmmunwm

mmmmmhmﬂuﬂmmwuw,
should the proposed on-sits comminment rysee fall. Nor was there an enginsering cost

@ Pavstns on Anoveres Fome



evaluation of powsstial sature)-resource impacts resulting from falhre sbould te tahings te
moved 10 & differecs location, under the removel option. While EPA encourages cost
analyses that congider potenrial long-erm natusal-resource Lmpect, the NRC s oot required
W evaluate such costs.

EPA's and the National Park Service's (NPS) conoerns regarding the project
specifically included the poteanal effects of the project oo the Scot Matheson Wetland
Preserve on the sowth side of the Colomado River. EPA sccepted Atlas Corporsnion
techmcal consuliant's findingy (bas there wers no ground- waler connecnons betwess he
tailings pile contxmination plume and the preserve (NRC's October 17, 1996 response to NPS
and EPA, soclosed). As a reauls, ETA revisad ity rating of the DEIS from that of haviag
Brvironmental Objections and Losufficient [nformation (BO-2) 1 tat of baving
Bovironmental Concerns and lasafficient Information (BC-2) (also enclosed). Later, ia
Tasmary of 1997, the U.S. Geolofical Survey coafirm o that there was 00 potential for the ¢
txilings pile to affect ground water discherged 1o the Matheson Preserve (letier enclosad).

The Utab Departmant of Bovironmenn) Quality (UDBQ) is concerned abow the lack
of 4 long-term ground- witer correctrve-action plan nd has required one be submitied by Alas
Corporation.  $ince there i ground- water and surface-waier tmteraction af this site, UDBQ u
also concormed by the potential for wuer quality standerds sot belag mee as & result of the
localized groved-water conamination from the tailings plume. 14 s May 6, 1996 comuments
to NRC, EPA commentsd that a groond- water management pian should be included with the
final BIS; and, 2 tirls thme, this mamor bas not beeo stisfaciorily sddressed.  Under ity
roguiations, the NRC is oot required to address ground-wamer remedistion e the sume tdme it
connders sabitization and has requestad the ground -waier issee be doferred untll after the
saabilization dectsion s fioa). o

The responsibiliy of assaring watwr-quality sandards are met nnder the Clean Water
Act is delegated to the State of Utah, with EPA assismance and oversight. Under Utah State
water -quality reguistions, NRC and Atlas Corporation must address wamer-quality
requirements. As & result, UDBQ has issued &0 order requiring Atlus o develop and submi 3
ground water correctve-acton schedule. The schadule mus be sobmutted 30 days after
poblication of the finel B | sad must be reviewed and spproved by UDEQ before constroction
of the cap for the milings. For mare information regarding te UDEBQ order snd schedule,
please contact Lovem Morwon of UDEQ at (801) 5364282,

As of the writing of s lettar, the U.S. Fish sod Wildlife Service (USFWS) is ia
formal Section 7 consuMarion pursuant t© the Endangered Species Act. During this proces,
they will evaluste whether or not dlscharge from the existing tailings pile and the proposed
oo-siie remedy woukd lmpect Ay eodangered species o biological resources, such as habuat.
USFWS will produce & detecmination and recommend fiol actions based oo this
desscmination. 1f there 15 siguificam impact, the proposed project may require re-evaluation
The USFWY project comtact is Janes Mizzl w1 (801) 524-5009 x128.




v 1.

Unless new mformauon is brought 1o our aneot. 5, EPA has no furberfegeiuory role
io the spproval or disapproval of the EIS or the flnal rec uncnded rexasdial oprion
However, we recats concsrned about and awau resolution of the long-term ground- wales
cotrective-action and momitoring issue The FTER and the final ELS are the responsibility of
the NRC's Uramum Recovery Branch, NRC's comact is Joseph ). Holomch ut (301) 413
6629

If you of your staff have additiooal questions regarding EPA’'s role 1w this mater,
please contact Carul Campbed] st (303) 312. 6340, the member of my staff most
know ledgeable about this project.

iwy.

\ (l'/r)
RmmuMmunmr

Boclosures

w/ copy of inguiry lettes
Disne Nielsen, UDEQ
Joseph J. Holomeh | NRC
Reed B Hurrls, USFWS

Richerd Blobaugh, Atlas Corporsnon




Decommissioning of Moab, Utah, Uranium Mill
Tailings
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* nformavon from Atlas Mill Reclamation lask Force
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Information from Atlas Mill Reclamation Task Force

reprinted here with permission)

We ve been on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NR( ) case about the Atlas wailings since | 99
I'm the Chairman of the Atlas Mill Reclamation Task irce, also President of a small local 501
tax-exempt non-profit which has been pursuing Atlas cleanup as a project

Basically, what we have here is something George Orwell would understand. The NRC's August, 199
regulations state that the ideal recTamation of uranum tailings 18 below grade, away from population. in
4 seismically stable area, where the tailings are isolated from water and air for at least 200 and preferab
L.U00 - years. The Atlas tailings stand |10 feet above grade over 130 acres on the flood plain of the
lorado River and Moab Wash, bisected nicely by the geologically-active Moab Fault, next door to the
Lity of Moab and the Visitor's Center for Arches National Park. The pile is leaking alpha radioactive
material into the Colorado at levels 1.300 y ‘ A Maximum Concentration | imit, which
are also exceeded by several heavy metals in the leachate. ( apping tRE Pile In place will have no effect
On this leachung for at least 66 years according 10 Atlas's own engineenng contractor

Co

Naturally, the NRC sees no problem with capping the thing in place with some expens: . . rock armor
duled in over a dangcro.  road which isn't up to it. As | see it. they're basically in a bunker mentaliry
vecause they approved the capping-in-place plan for this Title 11 site in 1982 before anybody knew the
fauit was active, and well before they adopted their tailings reclamation regulations in 1990 They don't
N1 1o admut they goofed and that the taxpayers are BUILR 10 ¢nd up having to take un some $50 mill
more in reclai.ation expenses than was bargained for (We're all M'd the Atlas M PR
woyld be held haunless for more than the cost of 1t : c ‘
taith with the best information at he Corporation would go bankrupt if asked for more money
for TECTAIMANION . as (hey are teetering along the edge of Chaper 11 as is.)

Some locals including myself came up with an alternative reclamation plan involving an ideal
geophysical site 23 kilometers north of the current tailings. The tailings could be moved there by rail at
0w speed. buned completely below grade in a Mancos Shale medium which IS competent to conifain the

ailings without maintenance for 1,000,000+ years - which exceeds the radioactive life of the contents




{the reclamation project
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Information from U.S, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Opinions

An expert speaks up
Dear San

| am &t
Known

pternptionally
expert o radioiogics
health and radistion prolectior
since | live in Moab, | feit

mpelled to respond to Peter
Hanev's advertisement 1o 1&st

week's paper
¥

and

Haney apparently be
he Atlas tailings are hugt
ve waste and are

Thus 18 not

eves t
evel radiocact
extremely dangerous
true

The *ailings are less radion
tive than the naturally ocowrmng
ore from whuch they were derived
and they should not be treated
a8 & source of imminent hazard
which they are not

Substantial human populs
tions live without any il effects
in areas of the world where the
patural levels of radiation are &s
high as those directly over the
Atas pile

Mt Haney implies the NRC
did not analyie the consequences
f the taulings pile being eroded
nto the Ce River His ur
plication is untrue &8 Lthe conse
quences of the pule being released
1o the mver is analyted on page
4 2717 of the Draft Environmen
tal Impact Statement (NUREG

1531

loreac

The natural radiocactivity i
the suspended sediments flowing
down the Colorade River in s
thousand years, containing the
seme radioactive elements found
in the Atlas tailings pile, excoeds
that whuch 18 in the Atias taings
pile The mass of suspended sed)
ments flowing by the pile o &
year exceeds the total mass of the
pile

1 have measured the radio
sctivity over several tallings
piles, including Atlas’, and there
i nothing unusually high about
the Atlas talings

I have ne financial connec
tion with Atlas Corporstion, &
though | have been frequently
called upon to do consultung work
for & vanety of cheuts meluding
the U S Department of Justiee
the Canadian Atemic Energy
Control Board and the lnterna
tional Atomic Energy Agency

However, | do have & finan
eial stake in Moab as the owner
of the Sunset Mote! and | sug
port Bob Pattison's position that
the unnecessary expense of $100
million for moving the pile would

| have read the relevant NK
put
je Lhat Lhe ©
location w produ
ALL exposure W ADYy snfie per
pot i Moab relative Lo wterns
tiopally scceplad readiation preo
tection standards or the natura
background rediation leveis here
either now or in the future

Mr Haney's last paragraph s
devoid of any quantitative judg
ment or reasoning He orly wants
the pile removed, withou! reason
able justification As the
owner of & local business |, and
some of my employess, are more
sraid of Mr. Haney's influence
than that of the Atlas tailings
pile

Concerning his educational
background, what special tran
iug does Mr Haney have to dis
spprove of the ability of the N R
scieptists and engineers Lo make
valid and complex technical judg
menta’

When he says what will
happen in 500 years " he hypoth
esites & farm over the former
Lake Powell | point out the fact
that & farming town in Brazl

jocuments uL At
and con

Lbrar
Jgrent pile
¢ Do gt

built over & neturally occurnng
uranium deposit where thy jocal
population shows no il effecta
from sating the food grown upon
L. food that is fit for buman cor,
sumption
A similar situstion exists
over an even larger ares (o Indis,
where 100 000 people are exposed
to 2 roentgen per year of exter
nal radiation from naturally oc
surring thorium and (48 daughter
products in the underiying sOul,
without any spparent ill effects
When Peter Haney says that
the pile will end up in the nver i
ssk *what will be the conse
quences™ aa it will be buned un
der tons of sediment where it can
not expose anyone significantly
The river caoyonly dalute the tall)
inge, Bot concentirate them
whether they flush by slow ero
sion or by flash floods
Respectfully submitted
McDonald E Wrean, Ph. D
Professor of Pharmacology
University of Utah and Adjunct
Professor of Physics and
Biology, Mesa State College
GrandJunction, Colorade

Volunteers were appreciated . ..

ha hiey congestion between traf

ard comments from our readers .

It'my turn on arena talk

Dear Sat
Eightetn monihs a§

moved to Moab, not for the sce

ery or recreations

was lesving

ares’ but for & cha

.

fies

peopie were nlerest

That challenge waa ¢

the ¢ nty fairgrounds
Spanist Arensl @

enough to be a profitable o
facihity

Even before starting the jol
| saw the biggest chealienge
wou:d be to soften the hostuity
some residents had toward Lhe
{acility, because if locals didnt
appreciste the facility they cer
tainly wou ¥ aot send visitors W
the arens 10 see AD even!
neither would the locals

Certainly my job has beer
ham pered to attract producers ol
events due 1o Lthe negalive rea
tions these people receive wher
they do advance work pnor te
their event Many have changed
their minds after coming across
the wrong people

| have worked hard (o aver
sify the types of people using the
facility so when | hear peopie say
it 18 anly & horse faciily and that
is all it will be, it 18 & staten ent
without fact

Activities such as Lhe BMX
Race Series, Indoor 5¢
League, along with events iike
the Tour of Canyonlands, Jeej
Safari, demolition derbys Fat
Tire Festival, movie productions

Trail
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IN A NUTSHELI

BY PLTER LANE T

]

Is Mosb Whe's \he Freest of the Free!

Why tha NRC (Nuclesr Regulstory Agency) of course [I was bieresiing 1o read Senamr
MeCain's (R-Arz) concerns (o the Sel’ Lake Trbwne He @ rightiully upset with the recent
NRC decision 10 cap the Atlas Talings Ple in place Mowwver, he i albo partially
resparaibie for (hat dectsion Ln the NIRC's mund it s still 1854, Bisenhower s Presidens, and
the reds are af our thores threstening o ke over. The NRC wis given exclusive powers
in the | 954 Atomuc Energy Acr of Brosd Disowrion o pur the b dane. Even now some of
tham srlll acchd enuly say Aromic Energy Comarussion when they saswer the phose

Adong with . oir poweny of Broad Dtserenor. the Alomuc bnargy Act inchuded Section
B4 Section (e b whare the NRC i requued © place o dollar value an everything they
do, and that they must chom the chesper sliermanve, (and thus b tallingy sy pa). MO
s the “w0 the exterd precuicable” clawse wiich allows the NRC & ezt everythung they
want to rom any pow Aromk Enorgy Act Congrmusional lagwlarion

Thus when Congress determinas that for al prectian] purposes, wanium tellings plee
SIOUNt 10 8 “perperyal hazard® and that we, Congress, do DOt WERAT 19 fevisE thaen agais
the NRC determunes that what Cangress really mean wis, don | BRI ANy COmMpanes
Dont worry that thess NRC decusions anly ensure (hat thare will be touble again o the
Mosb Talings as well as other sites. The NRCs inverpremanian of the aw requires the NRC
10 Protec: co mpanies over cirsens and the environmane Seastor MeCain, U you want 1o Rx
tha prob iam of the tauings pue. change the Uw Finally reviss e outdamd Atomu Energy
Act wd repaml Section B4 Maka the NRC play by te saow ruls that we a3l v B
Congroess s
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Well, stndents of Orwelhan burcam rats remsoning (Tdavery is freudomn, war
ﬂ)-—-i—.:&“bb“?ﬁ.l“mm
published March 7 1997 by the Nuctesr Reguistory Comemmeson NRO) Bao ity
mmmhpﬁﬂmhhm an we satvionalize tha
capprag the Atls tmlings in place woui= meet NRC reclamation reguiatons?  The
snswer in the TER is “yos." We are not s prised

A cirenume exvrise i Puresncretic lagic was rogsired 10 prodece this enswer
The Avlas tailings site is & dmtbook example of the weerse of the magor 1990 530
teilings rociamation criterie B 100k » 1ot of buresucat abluscation o woae the case
that cappeng the peie will mact those cvitena  The siructure used 5o achve this wes
to fraguwnt the tailings reclamation progect indo 8 51 1w of often arcane vchnical
awms o7 quuemtaons n the Deah TER these isswcs ware declerad “oper ™ (anerwdwed )
u‘d‘,’“n—h!‘uubﬂ.’“b*a

dewrmination mm’dnu*’w'nu&ymu
deciared “closed” in & fral TER. The NRC snslysis process docwmented dn the TER
sering i 2 somew hore between an aleraaiive reeisty and 2 detusional sysem which
local prophs reading the TER find maddeneng 13 #s violaton of common sense

To understand the diffewert woy Bili Hedden Poser Haney Mery Lawton the
Uial Division of Radiation Contral and almanst everyhody ke except the NRU s
an“b“&hhm_ﬁuh'(l—h
eswblished & uranium ore buymg sation st the sie b 1957, “wm s bang ™ Charlie
Stwn s UTRX Corpomsnon bull s wranium reduction mill aver tha Mosb Wash on the
floed plair of the Coloeado River to process pricsbiends om from the M Vids Mine
in responee 10 U sbeidy of sranium produrion ko acomec weapons o the heg meaing
of thve “coid war” wek comenenter in (960 the Atlas Corporation parcheser! the mail
and ws usiined aifing: plle Ir 1970 the mifl was rebuill 0 process wanedem o
anvd pradiece orwmerciel sreowe o somic powe: 28 AEL supphang meil shot
down evhibe 1) athers made this 175 nstion 0 O men i oraetum pedecioe

in 1978 Congress passed the Usamiven Ml Tadings Radiston Comrel Act
(UMTRCA) AN sbandomned tailings (Type 1) were 0 be recimimed by fhe Dnpartsnen
of Snergy (DOE) 2t taxpayer expense, under the supervision of the mre N war
Reguiaary ( emmissers (NEC) AR opsrating ursntum milis (Type [1) were rogus ad
10 G0 an Favirosmental Impact acement (F15) v evaluste slernetive reciamasion
plan- get 3 reciametion piae approved by the MRC. sad posi 2 bend sufficwn: 1o
carry ot the reclarma:on when the mell doses  Atlas cvalusisn! capping the prie
Place varw.s moving # w nine sherrairve sies. The (apping plan inwe: wexl cowering
the plie with M moos Shok: and then & layer of gravel A the e, nobody bhad
aren.pued 10 reclam o wilings pile, and no crheria for recamation had beew adepeed
by the NRIC. Adlas coneiuded # would cost 33 & milion to cap the plie in place. and
S8 million 10 move & by truck ®© the nearest aiternative site (7 Mile Canyon) In
1977 doliars. In 1952 the NRC approved the capping-+»-place reclamaiion plas. and
Atlss peweed 2 bond for the emimatd cost This was done in good iakh given the

*mmhﬁ-ﬁ-dah-ctuh-m [ gam
ol the
ﬂ“wtmm«"hld-p mcwr“h‘hw. -ov:



bearwg on goundwawel complance for license mrmuation and vison o the
Corrective Action Plan (CAP) for ground waler ciaanup, regard less of the decision with
respect © surface reclamasion © | offer te iDLowing transiasen e sandad Engl
“Sunce capping the ailings (n place won t have any effect op lesching into wamr and
nines the pue aan 't be found 1o be remadiated and Auas disosssd from responsiiliry
uwntl the ground wmer it clesned up, we U pat gnare the whale (sse.”

Pasting up with this water conmnination mught be jusified J & would truly cos
five thnes &5 much 10 move the ple a2 0 cap & We don't thunk so. Local crtisens
@ llaborered with volunissr satf from the largest mining reclamation contracion n
the world 0 deviibp & plan 1 e 300 o Camrpillar muning hed trucks sradd ling
the rallroad spur & & hau! rond to move U talings 0 & below-grade reclamation in
the grophysunllysdesl Mancos Shale of thw Kloodlks Fles  These profesronals
esticnaced that the wmilng could be reclauned for & totl of 820,388,996 in 114 days.
This cost overiaps the range of sstumates by Siith Engineering for the cost of aapping
the pue The Departznent of the lienor has nowsd Ut South » cost estienstes (mosly
froen 1994) nywvducmmdnzvnwmmd-wuwi‘pu
durvg the 194 DEIS/Drah Technical Evaluston Repon aitique, such & prowsd
scceiaruon from earthguake, (nsufficiant day Uicknem (o the ocap, and promection
spaine Colorado River inigrrion againm the e of the pile  Moving the pue by (N
craative, safe, lenst experalve method could cost the seme or even ke than apping
the ple in place with all the addiional engineering festures. Moving the ple »
environmentally preferable 50 &1 sqUIVAIEN! cOR 10 CAppINg Ak moving the plle
the cost bereficial reclamation

Every Thin | ple which was unlined, sising on & us baserent serucvure, and
eaking im0 groundwiier lke At was ne by moving o anothar, non-
permeabls sime by the DOE  Five were moved oul of metopolitan aress, and none
suffered radiation escape Incidents Severa attempes to cap leaky piles faled,
and the pues wery re-reclauned by at vast addruonal expenss wormes
e A8 Lhat We Gan expecs the same | the tallings are capped - evantually, the pls
plus the cap matenal will be moved w Kiondlke Flats, ot 100% taxpeyer expanse,
because of environmenas probleme with the capped pus

bk 0 8 Durwmucraric scoident that Athes got cleseifiad with wellwied lined Titie (1
Wlings plss which e approprately capped 0 place, mimad of with uniined Tile
| ples lembing wo warerco woes which were moved © ®op water consanination. We
should thank Atlas far their forbessrance, ke thelr reclamation bond, relesse theem
from further responsibilty; than deal with these tilings s we did with oany sunila
sites crested under the AEC natioral defense program. Other wise, we re going o mck
around for yeRrs wasting wxpayer and privine mining industry money while af lemst

the moluble components of the Atsy wilings patiently depost thanselves in the
Cowrado River

The nomgrofit Assocastion for the Trae of Lile (ATL s hewring U expense of maling
INormasion 10 madi long-dutence cells, etc wgandmg U Alles telingy reclemenon. Tax.
dadtuctble contributions cen be sent 10 PO Bax 1366, Mosb, UT B4532; or call 2595095




The Salt Lake Tribune UVAH Wednesday Murch 12, 1997

Feds Say Atlas Tailings May Be Contaminating Fish

BY JIM WOOLY
THE BALT LAXE TRIBUNE

Yeders! blologists are worried that
contaminaled waler seeping from (be
Atles ursntum mill tallings near Mosd
may be creating problems for enden-
geres fiah in the ad)acent Colorsdo Riv
or

So Bob Willlame, asslslant Ysld su

rvisor for the U.S. Fish snd Wiidiite

arvice, said Tuesdey thel the sgeney
probably will 'seue & decision slaung
thet capping the 100 millon lons of
sond Uke, radioactive dirt p place on
the riverbank could “jeopardise” ‘he

oo \
A jvoperdy dectaion will nol stop Lhe

/ project oF require Lhat it be moved (o en
c"mm dlapossl site 14 miles north of
———— )

Moab, stressed Willlame

But it will require Allas to conduct
additions! monitoring studies 1o resoive
gny doubls aboul whether loe endan.
,orod Colorado squawfleh and raror
hecked sucker are b Barmed
probirma sre |dentified Willlame antd
Allss wauld be required (0 Lhke action
10 reen've them.

The U8 Nuclear Regulatory Com
mission (NRC) las! week lsgued & tochal
eal repet that found Allss' plan to ror
the Lulinge In pince complied with il
federt' regulstions. The final step in the
federr decimion.making prmeesm comes
Uhg svmmer when 6o eavironmental im.
pact sialement o expecied 10 be 1o

\ leased by NRC. ANl indications are that

|1, lou will approve Alise’' plan

That would leave opt 8¢l approvil
from the Utad Department of Eaviron.
menial Quallty before Allss could begin
capping the plle The siate regulatv
groundwater beneath Uie site and has
saked (he company 1o prove thel con
taminated water esc ping [rom the tall.
ings will not harm human health or the
snvironment. A deciaion on the ground.
waler question |9 expecied soon afler
NRC's environmental study s complet.

ed
Slats officiels in the pas bave ex.
ressed doubtls adoul leaving the Allae
go on the denks of the Colorado
River, 00 (hers are no guarantaes they
will go & ong with NRC on this lsve
The endangered fioh question ecould In
eresae the stale s conewrn Aboul Jround:
waler pollution at the site
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