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March 5, 1998

Tennessee Valley Authority
ATTN: Mr. O. J. Zeringue

Chief Nuclear Officer and
Executive Vice President

6A Lookout Place
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga. TN 37402-2801

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT 50-327/98-02 AND 50-328/98-02

Dear Mr. Zeringue:

This refers to the training inspection conducted on February 2,1998, through
February 6. 1998, at the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant. The enclosed report presents
the results of this inspection.

The Sequoyah programs for initial. operator licensing training, licensed.
operator requalification, non-licensed operator training and maintenance
personnel training were found to be conducted in accordance with a systems
approach to training (SAT) and generally met the requirements of 10 CFR 50.120
or 10'CFR 55. However, the evaluation process (SAT element #4) used to

-measure trainee, operator and technician mastery of the concepts and
knowledges for their respective training programs, lacked depth and was not
intellectually challenging. This conclusion was also reached by your staff
during their root cause investigation of poor candidate performance during the
September 1997 NRC licensing examinations. Additionally, the inspectors
concluded that testing standards for Auxiliary Unit Operators were very low.
Also, the scope and number of deficiencies identified by your staff during the
annual main control room abandonment drill. particularly with regard to
communications equipment, require management attention to assure prompt and
adequate resolution.

1

{

i I

[LN)9803180116 900305
PDR ADOCK 05000327 '""

88l85##. gig
,

ga j



*

.

TVA 2

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the NRC's " Rules of Practice." a copy of
this letter, its enclosure, and your response will be placed in the NRC Public
Document Room (PDR).

Sincerely.

(Original signed by TA Pebbles)
Thomas A. Peebles. Chief
Operator Licensing and Human

Performance Branch
Division of Reactor Safety

Docket Nos.: 50-327. and 50-328
License Nos: DPR-77 and DRP-79

Enclosure: NRC Inspection Report

cc w/ encl:
Senior Vice President Mr. P. Salas. Manager
Nuclear Operations Licensing and Industry
Tennessee Valley Authority Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
6A Lookout Place P. O. Box 2000
1101 Market Street Soddy Daisy. TN 37379
Chattanooga, TN 37402-2801

Mr. J. T. Herron
Plant Manager

Mr. J. A. Bailey Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
Vice President Tennessee Valley Authority
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Engineering and Technical Services P. O. Box 2000 '

6A Lookout Place Soddy-Daisy. TN 37379
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga TN 37402-2801 Director

Division of Radiological Health
Mr. M. Bajestani 3rd Floor. L and C Annex
Site Vice President 401 Church Street
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant Nashville. TN 37243-1253
Tennessee Valley Authority
P. O. Box 2000 County Executive
Soddy-Daisy. TN 37379 Hamilton County Courthouse

Chattanooga. 1N 37402-2801
(cc w/ encl cont'd - See page 3)
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(cc w/ enc 1 cont'd)
General Counsel
Tennessee Valley Authority Mr. M. J. Burzynski, Manager

j IT 10H Nuclear Licensing
400 West Summit Hill Drive Tennessee Valley Authority
Knoxville. TN 37902 4J Blue Ridge

1101 Market Street
Mr. R. R. Baron Chattanooga TN 37402-2801
General Manager Nuclear

Assurance
4J Blue Ridge
1101 Market Street
Chattanooga. TN 37402-2801

Distribution w/ encl:
L. R. Plisco, RII

M. S. Lesser. RII
S. E.. Sparks. RII
F. J. Hebdon NRR
R. W. Hernan. NRR
W. C. Bearden. RII
C. F. Smith. RII
D. H. Thompson. RII
L. S. Mellen RII
E. D. Testa. RII
PUBLIC

NRC Resident Inspector
iU. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

2600 Igou Ferry
Soddy-Daisy. TN 37379
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