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Durln? the conduct of a fire protection alarm surveillance at Braidwood.

Unit 1 on 08/25/97, the station auxiliary transformer (SAT) was sprayed for 10
to 20 seconds before a non-licensed operator closed a manual shutoff valve.
Because there are corrosion products in the fire water, the licensee indicated
that 1t will be removing the Unit 1 SAT from service on 08/28/97 for cleaning.

According to the licensee's initial assessment, the causal factors are poor
surveillance procedure, poor communication between the several non-licensed
operators conducting the surveillance, and inadequate training. The licensee
indicated that they identified a generic weakness in their training program,
Non-1icensed operator training activity has been stopped until retraining of
the trainers has been completed.

Lasalle, Units 1 and 2 -- First Line Supervisor Assessments

LaSalle has completed a month long effort to evaluate all of the first 1ine
supervisors on site with the exception of the Operations Department (the
operations supervisors had previously been evaluated as part of the High
Intensity Training program for operators).

This assessment was an extension of an evaluation of site senior management
that resulted in a number of senior management changes during the last year.
The assessments of the first 1ine supervisors consisted of an evaluation of
essays on supervisory competencies prepared by the supervisors, and peer
evaluations. Of the 60 sugerv1sors evaluated, four were rated unsatisfactory
and may take positions within ComEd but outside of the nuclear organization.
Nine supervisors were determined to require remediation. Each of these
supervisors will develop & remediation plan consisting of developmental
tra\n1ng and a re-evaluation every two weeks. The remediation will continue
until 12/22/97 at which time, management will determine which supervisors will
be retained. The licensee has no plans to conduct a site-wide assessment of
mid-leve] managers but will let each department determine the need for and
method of evaluating 1ts mid-level managers.
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In response to Native American concerns conveyed to the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission by the State of Utah, on August 20, 1997, staff from the Division
of Waste Management (DWM) held a public meeting to discuss NRC regulation of
uranium mills and to introduce the NRC staff responsible for the review of
uranium mills to the local Indian tribes. Information on the meeting was

rovided to eight local tribes, the San Juan County Council, and the City of

landing. Utah. An environmental consultant for one tribe and a San Juan
County Commissioner attended the meeting. Of particular concern to the
environmental consultant was NRC responsiveness to Indian tribes. The San
Juan County Commissioner felt NRC needed to do more to inform the public about
the safety of the mill and nuclear power. Staff of the International Uranium
Corporation (the White Mesa licensee) attending the meeting committed to
provide copies of the information that NRC made available at the meeting to
the Utah Radiation Control Board.

On August 18-21, 1997, Division of Waste Management staff aart1c1pated in the
American Societ{ of Mechanical Engineers’ Fourth Bienrial Mixed Waste
Symposium in Baltimore, Maryland. “Mixed waste" 1s waste that contains both
hazardous waste subject to Environmental Protection Agency regulations under
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and radioactive material subject to
Nuclear Regulatory Commission regulations under the Atomic Energy Act. The
Symposium 15 designed to br1n2 together individuals and organizations
responsible for the management and regulation of mixed waste. in order to
exchange information on current and proposed regulations and policies:
existing and emerging technologies for the storage, treatment. and disposal of
mixed waste: and recent research related to mixed waste management. The NRC
staff taught several modules of a mixed waste fundamentals course offered to
Symposium participants, provided an update on NRC's mixed waste and
decommissioning activities as part of the Plenary session, presented a paper
on the NRC's recently 1ssued Technical Position on the disposition of
Cestum-137-contaminated electric arc furnace dust. and chaired a technical
session.

Kazakston Material (Sapphire)

On August 21, 1997, the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) completed
1ts monthly inspection of the downblending activities at the B&W Naval huclear
Fuel Division plant. No problems were reported. In addition to the normal
inspection activities. the [AEA inspectors witnessed the loading of the
sea/land containers that hold the downblended product .

Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc.
From August 25-27. 1997, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguirds staff
met with representative of Nuclear Fuel Services. Inc. (NFS) at their Erwin,

Tennessee, site to discuss NFS' integrated safety analysis program and NFS'
program to make new naval fuel.
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Office of Public Affairs
Items of Interest
week Ending August 29. 1997

Media Interest

The Chairman was interviewed on Howard Un1vers1t{‘s Channel 32 television
station. along with former Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary.

The North County Times published articles on seismic concerns at San Onofre.

School Volunteers Program

Pat Castleman, NRR, spent four evenings this week helping Boy Scouts from the
Francis Scott Key District earn their atomic energy merit badges at Camp Airy.
He covered atomic terms and structure, fission, chain reactions, radiation,
and nuclear r generation. Pat used OPA classroom kits "Your Grandmother's
Attic" and the reactor model to illustrate his teachings.

Press Releases

Headquarters:

97-124 25th Arnual NRC Water Reactor Safety Meeting to be Held
October 20-22 1n Bethesda. MD

97-125 NRC lssues Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
Decommissioning of Contaminated Site in Pennsylvania

97-126 NRC Issues Two Policies on Agreement State Program

Regions:

1-97-111 NRC Staff Cites Ambric Engineering. Inc. for Violation of NRC
Requirements

1-97-112 Note To Editors: Four Meetings on Millstone Scheduled

1-97-113 NRC. B&W to Discuss Apparent Violations at Pennsylvania
Facility

11-97-61 NRC Staff Issues Order to Former McGuire Nuclear Plant
Employee Prohibiting Involvement in NRC-Licensed Activities

11-97-62 NRC Staff Proposes $330,000 in Fines Against Oconee Nuclear
Power Plant

111-97-78 Special NRC Team to Evaluate Performance at Clinton Nuclear
Power Plant
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| 5. Letter to Representatives Stephen Horn and Carolyn Maloney dtd 8/18/97
E provides the Auyust s.atus report on the Year 2000

6. Letter to Congress dtd 8/18/97 provides legislative proposals for the
105th Congress

7. Letter to Congress dtd 8/18/97 concerns GAO report “Nuclear Regulation:
Preventing Problem Plants Requires More Effective Action”

8. Letter to Senator Domenici and Representative McDade dtd 8/18/97
appealing the H. R. 2203 reduction

|
|
|
;
i
1. Aharon Ben-Haim, Ph D.. Docket No. 1A 97-065. Establishment of Atomic
' Safety and Licensing Board (Bechhoefer/Lam/Kline)

! 2. Advisory Committee on Nuclear Waste. Procedures for Meetings

| 3. Statement of Principles and Policy for the Agreement State Program:

| Policy Statement on Adeauacy and Compatibility of Agreement State

II Programs

4 Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards. Procedures for Meetings
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Region |
[tems of Interest
Week Ending August 26, 1997

Meeting at the Watertown GSA Site, Watertown, MA

Staff from the Decommissioning and Laboratorészranch conducted a
11censing\1ns tion visit to the Watertown site in Watertown, MA on
August 21, 1997. The purpose of the visit was to tour the site and discuss
B;ogress in remediating the site and remov1ng the site from the NRC's Site
commissioning Management Plan. The GSA site i1s in close proximity to the
Watertown Arsenal site (recently removed from the SDMP), and the GSA site

zerved]as a waste collection and burn area for radioactive materials from the
rsena

The GSA site has undergone some characterization, with additional
characterization work planned for late in 1997. Work 15 being sponsored by
the Army Corps of Engineers, with significant contra-tor support. Discussions
on August 21, 1997, also involved the Massachusetts Departments of Radiation
Protection and Environmental Protection. The Army expects to submit a work
plan to Region | bg September 30, 1997, indicating that additional remediation
1§ planned for 1998 and ?oss1b1e removal of this site from the SOMP in 1999,
The need for public involvement in the process was also included in the
discussions.
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Region 11
Items of Interest
Week Ending August 29, 1997

yirginia £lectric and Power Company - Surry

The licensee held its emergency exercise on August 26, 1997. Individuals from
the NRC., Region |1, the States of Virginia and several local counties
participated in the exercise.

On August 29, 1997, the NRC issued a Notice of Violation and Proposed
Imposition of a $55,000 civi) penalty to the licensee. The action was taken
in response to the licensee s failure to implement key aspects of the NRC
Maintenance Rule in 10 CFR Part 50. The licensee has thirty days to submit a
response to the NRC.

The NRC 1ssued a Notice of Violation and Proposed Imposition of Civi)
Penalties, totalling $330,000 to the licensee on August 27. 1997. The
penalties were for two sets of violations. One set stemmed from the failure
to meet Technical Specification operability requirements for the High Pressure
Injection (HPI) system on Unit 3 at the Oconee site in May of 1997. The
second set of violation stemmed from the failure to establish any adequate
inspection programs to detect cracks in the HPI 1ines in the reactor units at
the Oconee site. As a result, cracks in Unit 2 remained undetected until a
crack penetrated a 1ine wall in April 1997. The licensee has thirty days to
submit a response to the NRC.

Westinghouse Electric Corporation

On August 29, 1997, the licensee shut down a portion of its fuel manufacturing
process. The purpose was to review the safety anal{sts for a piece of the
ventilation system used in conjunction with fuel pelletizing aquipment. The

Ticensee is performing a nuclear criticality safetg analysis of the piece of
the ventilation system and will review with the NRC prior to use.

Marshall Miller & Associates Confirmatory Action Letter (CAL)

On August 29, 1997, Region 11 issued a CAL to Marshall Miller & Associates, a
well oggin? Ticensee, to confirm actions in response to an event on

August 20, 1997 in which a 125 millicurie cesium-137 source fell out of the
Togging tool. A licensee employee picked up the source with his bare hands
and put 1t in a toolbox on a licensee vehicle, where 1t remained unti) August
27 when 1t was placed in a transportation shield. Initial dose estimates
showed 10-30 Rem hand dose and 0.2-4 Rem whole body dose to the maximally
exposed individuals. Region Il will conduct a special inspection the week of
September 2 to review the event.
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Region 111
Items of Interest
Week Ending August 29, 1997

Meeting with Zion Qperators

On August 22, 1997, Regional Administrator A. Bi1) Beach met with WRC-1icensed
and non-11censed operators for the Zion Nuzlear Power Station. The meeting,
which was held in Gurnee, 1111no1s, was requested by the rators to discuss
1ssues related to their ability to raise safety concerns at the plant. About

50 operators attended the meeting. Three other Region [11 staff members also
attended the meeting.

819 Rock Nuclear Power Plant Permanently Ceases Qperation

On August 29, 1997, Regional Administrator A, B11) Beach attended the Big
Rock Point Success Celebration. He read a letter from Chairman Shirley Ann
Jackson commemorating the operating h1stor; of the plant. Big Rock Point shut
down at 10:33 a.m. (COT) on August 29, 1997, three years prior to its license
expiring.

Ladalle Nuclear Power Station

On August 28, 1997. a management meeting was conducted in the Region 111
Office, Lisle, 111inois, betweer management representatives from Commonwealth
Edison Company and members cf the NRC staff to discuss the status of the
LaSalle Nuclear Power Station. The station's performance improvement actions
and restart scheduled were discussed.

On Mgust 21, 1997, Region 111 issued a Confirmatory Action Letter (CAL) to
B.P. Chemicals Pond Closurc Project, Lima, Ohio. In July, Region 1]
gersonnel conducted an inspection at the Pond Closure Pro?ect at the B.P.
hemicals facility, As a result of numerous apparent violations and concerns
identified during the inspection, NRC issued the CAL. The CAL discusses
several actions that are to be comqleted prior to B.P. Chemicals placing any
waste form either the North Deepwell Pond or the Burn Pond into the onsite
disposal cell at 1ts Lima, Ohio. facility. The actions included holding a
meeting with NRC staff and samp11ng of the ponds. On August 29, 1997,
Region 111 1ssued a closure letter to B.P. Chemicals indicating that the
specific requirements of the CAL were completed.
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