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The Konorable Tom Harkin

United States LHenste

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Harkin:
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Washington DC 20555
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NRC SEEKS COMMENT ON PETITION FOR RULEMAKING
CONCERNING USE OF THYROID-PROTECTING DRUG IN EMERGENCY RESPONSE

The Nuclear Regul Co:amission is

emergency Y
general public.
The deadline for comments is February

lans consider the inclusion of the use of potassium iodide, a thyroid-protecting drug, for the

secking public co nment on a petition for rulemaking which
asks that the NRC ify its regulation, 10 CFR 50.47 (b) (10), to require that nuclear power plant

17.

Current “ederal policy, published July 24, 1985, calls for potassium iodide to be stock iled for

distribution during encies 1o emergency wo
substance “locks most of the thyroid gland's uptake
risk of thyroid cancer and other diseases

iodine which could be dispersed in a severe nuclear accident.

The Commission last year voted to appro
would offer to provide funding for states

public in the event of a nuclear power plant emergency.

rkers and institutionalized persons. If taken in time, the
of radioactive iodine. It could thus h:g reduce the
that might otherwise be caused by exposure 10

joactive

ve a proposed revision to the current Federal policy which
which want to stockpile potassium iodide for use by the general

The rulemaking petition now pending before the Commission calls for a change in NRC regulations to

ify that states and licensees consider

the use of potassium iodide, as well as evacuation and

ltering, in the preparation »f nuclear power plant emergency plans.

The petition was filed by Peter G. Crane, an
The original January 16 deadline for comments has

for public comment. Persons wishing

Washington, DC 20555. A copy ofthcgeu

NRC Public Document Room, 2120 L
may be accessed on the Internet at s

Comments should be mailed to: Secretary, U
20555-0001, Attention: Rulemakings and Adj

NRC mﬂ'attomeywbotooktheacﬁonnaprivatecitim.
been extended by 30 days to allow sufficient time

ies of the petition may write: Rules and Directives Branch,
Division of Administrative Services, Office of Adminstration, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,

11555 Rockvi'le Pike, Rockviile, D, between 7:30 2. m. and 4:15

also may be pi vided through the NRC'

ition and other related documents are also available at the
treet NW (Lower Level), Washington, DC. The petition also
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S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC
udications Staff. Comments also may be delivered to

p. m. on “ederal workdays. They

s interactive rulemaking website, which may be reached via the

Internet at http://www.nrc.gov by looking for rulemaking under the

School Programs.”
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February 13, 1998

The Honorable Shirley Ann Jackson
Chairwoman,
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington D C. 20555
Dear Dr. Jackson:

| applaud the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) proposal to
nmmmue(ﬂ)uammnwpmwatmw powhtioninauofuevere

nuclear reactor accident. lun,however.conwnedthuthispmposddoamcgoftramgh.

lbdicved\ntheNRC'lproponltofedenllyﬁmmepmdnnoi'Klforunymterequuting
is correct. This being said, 1 also believe that the NRC should do more and make stockpiling

mandatory, as proposed by Commissioners Diaz and McGaffigar.

mdiarhltionofl(ltothegmempublicintheevmtofamcleum\etgencyiubroadly
accepted protective measure, K1 is an extremely effective means in the prevention of the uptake of
radioactive iodine by the thyroid. For example, the World tiealth Organization has
iu'uefofpeoplelivingmuanudwpowerphmifndmionlevelsmexpeaedwexceoda
! doae.Amrbuoffudylgovauth—ﬂnUnitedKingdmmCuchkepublic,
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Klfadimnionw.uduuby,dnpopuhtionintlwevanohmdwwlcy. Several states
include the use of K1 in their emergency planning and this proposed measure would prove most
near nuclear power plants.

effective in the protection of those citizens living and working
Thank you for yr .7 ongoing efforts to ensure the safety of the U.S. population in case of
nuclear accidents. Hookforwardtohuringﬁomywintheﬁmre, |

Tom Harkin
Uni.ed States Senator
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