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Mr. Carlton Thorne, Director

0Office of Nuclear Export and Import
Control

Bureau of Oceans and International
Environmental and Scientific Affairs

U.S. Department of State

Washington, D. C. 20520

Dear Mr. Thorne:

The enactment of Sectfon 603 of the Anti-Terrorism Act ¢f 1986 has resulted in
the need to reach agreement on the appropriate means for fulfilling the
Defense Department's consultation requirements with respect to the physical
security aspects of nuclear exports and retransfers. It has been Nil's view
that this consultatfon can most effectively be carried out utilizing the
existing interagency procedures.

As you are aware, DOD has forwarded to NRC and DOE a 1ist of questions they
have posed with respect to two pending NRC HEU export requests and one DOE
retransfer request. Although DOD has not followed the formal interagency
procedures for addressing these questions, ] understand that active efforts
are underway within the Executive Branch to respond to DOD's questions. I
would 11ke to assure you that the NRC staff, using the existing procedural
framework. 1s prepared to provide prompt assistance to you in this effort in
order to tacilitate the preparation of the Executive Branch's views on the
pending NRC export license applications.

As a related matter, we continue to be prepared to meet with the interested
Executive Branch agencies, as we have notified DOD, to resolve promotly any
{ssues which remain that affect the fulfillment of DOD's consultation
requirements.

I look forward to hearing from you on this matter.

Sincerely,

A ‘o
Lolginul signec 1y
tarvin R, Peterso

Marvin R, Peterson, Assistant Director
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