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Dear Mr. Knapp:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission's (NRC) Policy Statement on . Radioactive Waste Below Regulatory
Concern. Staff of the Bureau of Radiation Control have reviewed the
document and offer the following comment:

Since the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has looked at many
waste streams in order to establish a limit for "below regulatory concern",

they have determined that waste streams causing less than one millirem dose
per year to a population would result in less than one health effect in
10,000. At this dose level, approximately 28 percent of current waste
streams could go to an ordinary landfill. The NRC should coordinate its
efforts with EPA to develop a usable rule in this area.

The Bureau of Radiation Control has drafted rules which would allow certain
concentrations of short-lived radionuclides to be disposed in sanitary
landfills. The rules are based on a study and modeling that limited doses
to the most exposed individuals to one millirem per year. Proposal of the
rule for public comment is expected to occur in the next two months. We
encourage the NRC to pursue similar rulemaking activities.

If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact us.

Your truly, .
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David K. Lacker, Chief {D 1F 0839 PDR
Bureau of Radiation Control
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