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ABSTRACT

On Novenber 4, 1986, Nine tiile Point linit 2 was in its initial fuel loading
process with the node switch in refuel. To satisfy Technical Specification
requirenents, surveillance procedure NP-0SP-RitC-WOOOP was to be perforned by
Operations personnel at approxinately 0710 hours. N2-0SP-F / W000?, " Reactor
t' ode Switch Functional Test of Refuel Interlocks" requires the pulling of
selected control rods to notch-07, novenent of the refuelinp platforn towards the
core, and subsequent verification of refuel interlocks. To conply with procedure

prerequisite, "no rod blocks present", junpers were installed by a licensed Nf1PC
operator to clear sri 1 downscale rod blocks. The ,iurpers placed all four Source
Range 11onitors (SRil) downscale channels in a "hypassed" state and NftP2 in a
"liniting condition of operation". Per Technical Specification Table 3.3.6-1
" Control Rod Block Instrunentation", the nininun nunber of operable SRf1 downscale
channels is 2 in reactor node 5. LCO 3/4 3.6.h action iten 61b states: with
the nunber oT operable channels two or nore less than required by the nininun
operable channels per trip function requirenent, place at least one inoperable
channel in the tripped condition within one hour. NP-OSP-Rf1C-WOOOP lasted over

8612110034 861204 | { ~L ,7 -two hours thereby violating plant Technical Specifications.

Corrective Action PDR ADOCK 05000410 i,

PDRs
A Tenporary Change Notice (TCN) has been issued providing procedural additions to
NP-0SP-Rl1C-W0002 to prevent similar Technical Specification violations,
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On Noverher 4,1986, Nine Mile Point Unit 2 was in its initial fuel loading
process with the node switch in refuel. To satisfy Technical Specifications
surveillance requirements 4.9.1.2 and 4.9.1.3, procedure N2-0SP-RMC-W0002 was to
be perforned by Operations personnel at approxinately 0210. N2-0SP-RifC-W0002,

.

" Reactor Mode Switch Functional Test of Refuel Interlocks" requires the pulling
of selected control rods to notch-02, novenent of the refueling platform towards
the core and subsequent verification of refuel interlocks.

To conply with procedure prerequisite 6.8 "no rod blocks present", junpers were
installed by a licensed NMPC operator at panels PNL606A and PNL633D to clear SRM
downscale rod blocks. (Junper Log - Index No. 574) Clearing all rod blocks is
essential in that rod blocks are generated and verified in the test.

Since the core was not fully loaded, 3 of the 4 SRits (in the unloaded portions of
the core) were reading downscale and providing a rod block signal. The junpers
placed all four SRM downscale channels in a " bypassed" state and Nf1P2 in a
"liniting condition of operation". Per Technical Specification Table 3.3.6-1
" Control Rod Block Instrunentation" the mininun nunber of operable SRM channels
is "two" in reactor node 5. LC0 3/4 3.6.b, action iten 61b states: with the
number of operable channels two or nore less than required by the nininun
o)erable channels per trip function requirement, place at least one inoperable
clannel in the tripped condition within one hour.

Involved personnel, unaware of Technical Specification 3/4 3.6.h, action iten
61h, ran N2-0SP-Rf1C-W0002 for over two hours thereby violating Technical
Specifications. The Technical Specification violation was not identified
imediately but at a later date during the test review. The proper course of
action would have been to place junpers only on the three SRMs in the unloaded
portion of the core, as SRM B was above the downscale and rod block satpoint.
This would have placed the plant in a 7 day LC0 rather than a 1 hour LCO,
allowing sufficient tine to conplete the surveillance.

Cause of Event

In sumary, the cause of the Technical Specification violation was two fold in
nature:

1) Hunan error in that the NitPC senior licensed operator did not review the
correct Technical Specification when approving the junper installation.

| 2) A procedure deficiency in that NP-OSP-RitC-WOOO2, an approved procedure,'

did not include a reference to the violated Technical Specification. Nor
i did the procedure provide direction in junpering individual SRM downscale
'

channels for the less than fully loaded core condition, as it was not
written considering the special conditions of initial fuel load.

There were no inop structures, components or systens that contributed to the
! event.
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Analysis of Event

There were no adverse safety consequences as a result of the event described in
LER 86-02. All control rods were maintained fully inserted throughout the test
except for single rod novenents to notch-02. There were also no fuel noves or
core alterations that occurred (or could occur) during the performance of
N2-0SP-RitC-W0002. SRM indication was fully available in the control roon
throughout the duration of the test. LER 86-02 is being reported due to
violation of Technical Specification 3.3.6-1.

Corrective Action

A Tenporary Change Notice (TCN) to N2-0SP-RMC-W0002 has been issued per AP-2.0.
The TCN is valid until the next revision of N2-0SP-Rf1C-W000? and should prevent
sinilar Technical Specification violations with the following procedural
additions:

1) A caution statenent to the SSS to verify (including control rod blockall Technical Specificationrequirenents for operable SRMs are net
instrunent).

2) A table showing the correct application points to bypass individual SRM
downscales. (only when required)

3) A section to record SRM condition (bypassed, junpered, N/A).

A Technical Specification cross reference index is being developed to aid
operators in finding applicable Technical Specifications. This index will be
completed by March 1, 1987.

In conclusion, both causes of the Technical Specification violation, hunan error
and procedure deficiency, have been addressed by the procedural additions to
N2-0SP-RMC-W0002. No events of a sinflar nature have occurred as of Novenber 30,
1986.
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December 4, 1986

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Document Control Desk
Washington, DC 20555

RE: Docket No. 50-410
LER 86-02

Gentlemen:

In accordance with 10 CFR 50.73, we hereby submit the following Licensee
Event Report:

LER 86-02 Which is being submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73
(a) (2) (i) (B), "Any operation or condition prohibited by
the plant's Technical Specifications;"

This report was completed in the format designated in NUREG-1022 dated
September 1983.

Very truly yours,

/

TO

Thomas E. Lempges
Vice President
Nuclear Generation

TEL/mjd

Attachments

cc: Dr. T. E. Murley
Regional Administrator
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