!

NAME :JKonk1in*  :CHaughney*  :BGrimes  :JPartlow* :RStarosteck

---..:.---.. ........ M T T S - e - -.....:--.-...

DATE :05/07/87:mkm _:08/07/87 __:05/ /87 _ :08/07/87  :105/08/87

Y 15

The Honorable Thomas E. Petri
Ur:ted States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Petri:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your April 20, 1987 letter, in which you
refer to a telephone call from Mr. Tom Marini of Poy Sipg1. Wisconsin,
regarding the use of "outside inspectors" to inspect nuclear power plants.
Mr. Marini implies that needed inspection work is not being done because
funding is not being made available.

NRC inspections are primarily done by NRC personnel. Contract technical
assistance is sometimes used for specialized areas in which NRC either lacks
sufficient expertise or the NRC expertise i1s not readily available. Such
technical assistance is used in support of team inspections which augment the
resident inspectors and the region-based staff we use to perform the routine
inspection program. With ro?ard to the release of funds for inspection work,
sufficient funds are available, and have been available in the past, for all
required technical assistance. However, we carnot guarantee extensive or
frequent employment for any specific technical assistance specialists since
the need for and timing of team inspections are affected by the nature and
number of plants experiencing the need for such efforts.

[ trust this answers Mr, Marini's questions.

Sincerely,

{Signed) T.A. Rehm

-~
) Victor Stello, Jr.
Executive Director
for Operations
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION ,
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20855

The Honorable Thomas E. Petrie /
United States House of Representatives F
Washington, D.C. 20515 ///

Dear Congressman Petrie: ///

This is to acknowledge receipt of your April 20, 1987 letter, in which you

refer to a telephone call from Mr. Tom Marini of Poy Sippi, Wisconsin, regarding
the use of "outside inspectors" to inspect nuclear power plants. Mr. Marini
implies that needed inspection work is not being done because funding is not
being made available.

NRC inspections are primarily done by NRC personnel. Contract technical
assistance is sometimes used for Specialized areas ir which NRC either lacks
sufficient expertise or the NRC expertise is not readily available. Such
technical assistance is used in support of team inspections which augment

the resident inspectors and the region-based staff we use to perform the
routine inspection program. With regard to the release of funds for inspection
work, sufficient funds are available, and have been available in the past,

for all required technical assistance. However, we cannot guarantee extensive
or frequent employment for any specific technical assistance specialists since
the need for and timing of team inspections are affected by the nature and
number of plants experiencing the need for such efforts.

1 trust this answers Mr. Marini's questions,

3 Sincerely,

Victor Stello, Jr.
Executive Director for Operations
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