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TO: NRC Staff: Marlayna Doell, Marlayna.Doell@nrc.gov; Patricia Holahan patricia.holahan@nrc.gov
and the VLLW Docket VLLWTransferComments.Resource@nrc.gov; www.regulations.gov

FROM: 88 national, regional, state and local organizations

Date: July 19, 2020

RE: Extension Request on Docket ID NRC-2020-0065, NRC proposed interpretive rulemaking,
“Transfer of VLLW Nuclear Waste to Exempt Persons for Disposal”

Dear Ms. Doell, Dr. Holahan and Docket NRC 2020-0065:

The 88 national, regional, state and local organizations listed request that the Commission extend
the comment period until 6 months after the termination of the COVID-19 crisis. The public comment
opportunities should be made flexible so as to allow the affected public to have the necessary time to
evaluate and respond to this controversial, complicated VLLW proposal.

For many the COVID-19 crisis continues in its severity. This request is being submitted in the
midst of a massive national recurrence of the virus that has engulfed 40 of the 50 states. The regulatory
decision to be made by the NRC has potentially long-lasting effects, in the form of radiation
contamination and exposure to workers and the public across the country for centuries. It potentially
threatens public health for many generations. It has implications for hundreds or even thousands of years
to come. The decision need not be made hastily and certainly should not be made in the middle of the
pandemic. The coronavirus COVID-19 is undeniably causing personal strife and trauma, economic
uncertainty and dislocation, and countless personal demands requiring immediate attention. Many people
who would otherwise be interested in joining the VLLW debate cannot divert from their immediate
troubles. Considerations of due process and fundamental fairness require extended time for public
investigation and comment.

Please provide additional time for meaningful public input. Thank you very much.

[s/ Terry J. Lodge

Terry J. Lodge, Esqg.

316 N. Michigan St., Ste. 520, Toledo, OH 43604-5627

(419) 205-7084; tjlodge50@yahoo.com on behalf of 88 organizations:
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