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General Comment
On behalf of the Idaho Section of the American Nuclear Society:

There are adequate grounds for assuming that the proposed storage of spent nuclear reactor fuel at Holtec's 
proposed facility will be safe. The same fuel has already been stored for as much as decades without safety or 
environmental problems at nuclear power reactors in many parts of the USA and the world. Overcrowding of 
current storage locations necessitates transferring it to centralized storage. Additionally, the closure of a few 
nuclear power plants requires the reactors and spent fuel to be removed to make room for future land use.

Regarding the safety of transport, realize that thousands of tons of spent fuel have already been transported 
around the country in past years from crowded storage facilities to facilities owned by the same company that 
have space available. All of this has occurred without safety incidents.

Present official intention is to later remove this spent fuel from interim storage and dispose of it in a deep 
geological repository, such as the partially completed site at Yucca Mountain. However, for the purpose of 
conserving a valuable resource, we advocate removal of this temporarily stored spent fuel, chemically 
separating the remaining uranium and the other actinides for future use in a power reactor, and disposing only 
the unusable portion of the fission products in a deep geological repository.
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