FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ALBUQUERQUE OPERATIONS OFFICE
OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

P.O BOX 5400

ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87115
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DOE AWARDS DRILLING CONTRACT

A drilling program sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy(DOE) is currently underway at
the inactive uranium mill tailings sites located near Naturita and Slick Rock, Colorado.
Five monitor wells will be installed at the Naturita site and three at the Slick Rock
location.

Gordon Smith Drilling and Company of Nucla, Colorado, has.been selected to perform the
drilling. The work is being conducted to.gather information for the DOE's Uranium Mill
Tailings Remedial Action (UMTRA) Project. Activities are being managed by the DOE's
Technical Assistance Contractor, Jacobs Engineering Group Inc.

Depth of the holes will vary from 40 to 250 feet, with six-inch diameter borings to
accomodate two-inch wells. Soil and water samples will be collected to determine the

hydro-geologic characteristics of the alluvium and bedrock underlying the Naturita and Slick
Rock sites. Water samples will also be analyzed to determine the extent, if any, of
groundwater contamination both under and away from the uranium mill tailings.

Work began the week of December 16, and will continue approximately two weeks. Soil and
water quality data should be available within 45 days after the drilling program is
completed. Information obtained from the wells will be incorporated into environmental
documentation being prepared for each site.

The two mill tailings piles at Slick Rock and the one at Naturita are three of the 24 sites
nationwide to be cleaned up under DOE's UMTRA Projc.t.
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For further information, contact: Ben E. McCarty (505) 844-6938
Keith E. Hinds (505 ~46-4030
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