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US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attention  Document Control Desk
Washingto~, D C  20555-0001
Gentlemen

Subject Safeguards Licensee Event Report No 97-801
Cooper Nuclear Station, NRC Docket 50-298, DPR-46

The subject Safeguards Licensee Event Report is forwarded as an enclosure to this letter

Stacerely,

M F Peckham
Plant Manager
/rar
Fnclosure

cc Regional Administrator
USNRC - Region IV

Senior Project Manager
USNRC - NRR Project Directorate I'V-|

Senior Restdent Inspector
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At 1726 on August 29, 1897, a member of the security force opened @ locked contingency weapons storege cabinet
and discovered that a shotgun shell (a slug) was miesing from the ammunition carrier attached to one of the contin 1y
shotguns stored in the cabinet. Only security personnel have access 1o these locked weapons storage cabinets. The
officer reported the missing shell and it was replaced at 1730 hours. An extensive search of the cabinet and the
surrounding area was conducted with negative results. In accordance with 10CFR73.71 (b) (1), a one -hout notification
was made to the NRC Operations Center that a confirmed ta'npeing with security equipment had occurred.

The missing shell was subsequently found inside (' e protected area on ar adjacent building rooftop at approximately
1433 on September 5, 1997, A numbered seal has been placed on each of the contingency weapons cabinets. Officers|]
are no longer allowed to open the cabinet except during & contingency event of during a required inventory/inspection.

1. DATE AND TIME OF EVENT

The event was discovered at 1725 on August 29, 1997, A formal daily inventory of the weapons and ammunition in
this cabinet had been conducted at approximately 0430 on August 29, 1637 and all ammunitizn was accounted for at
that time. The miesing shotgun shell was found inside the protected area on an adjacent building rooftop at
approximately 1433 on September 5, 1997,

2. LOCATION OF EVENT

The event occurred inside the non-critical switchgear room. The location was within the plant protected area, but was H
not within a vital area.

3. OPERATING PHASE DURING THE EVENT

The plant was operating at approximately 100 percent powaer.

4 SAFETY SYSTEMS AFFECTED OR THREATENED

None. The missing shell was part of the contingency ammunition available with this loaded security contingency
weapon. The missing shell was replaced immediately, Accountability of all security weapons was conducted and no

other discrepancy was found. Therefore, there was neither a direct no( indirect threat to plant safety systems by this
event.

6. TYPE OF SECURITY FORCE

Contract.

6. NUMBER AND TYPE QF PERSONNEL INVOLVED

The investigation concluded that one contract security officer was involved in the event.

7. METHOD OF DISCOVERY

A contract security officer unlocked and opened a contingency weapons storage cabinet to obtain a pair of binoculars

stoied in the cabinet. The officer observed that the ammunition carner, attached to one of the contingency shotguns
stored in the cabinet, was missing one round of ammunition,
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8. PROCEDURAL ERROR INVOLVED

Secunty Procedure 1.6, “Firearms, lssuance, Maintenance, and Use,” discusses the proper issuance and control of
|| weapons and ammunition. Securnity Force training reinforces the expectations that the security custodian of any issued
or contingency weapon maintain control and accountability of the weapon(s) and ammunition.

9 IMMEDIATE ACTIONS TAKEN

The missing shell was immediately replaced. The contents of the cabinet and surrounding area were searched. An

accountability of all security contingency weapons and ammunition was conducted. No weapons tampering of other
missing ammunition was found.

10 CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN

A numbered seal has been placed on each of the contingency weapons cabinets. Officers are no longer allowed to open
the cabinet exceot during a contingency event or duting a required inventory/inspection. The investigation to deterrine
the identity and motive of the officer who removed the shell iy closed unless new eviden.e becomes available. A
positive identification may not be possible unless a confession is obtained.

11. LOCAL, STATE OR FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES CONTACTED

The NRC Operations Center was notified of this safeguards event on 08/29/97.

12. DESCRIPTION OF MEDIA INTEREST AND PRESS RELEASE

None

13, INDICATION OF PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENT

None.

14 KNOWLEDGEABLE CONTACT

Michael D. Hamm
Security Manager

Cooper Nuclear Station
{402) 825-5337
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l ATTACHMENT 3 LIST OF NRC 1TMENT 8

1 Carrespondence No: NLEY70171

The following table identifies those actions committed to by the District in this
document ., Any other actions discussed in the submittal represent intended cr
planned actions by the District. They are described to the NRC for the NRC's

information and are not regulatory commitments. Please notify the Licensing Manager
it Cooper Nuclear Station of any questions regarding this

document or any associated
regulatory commitments,
COMMITTED DATE
COMi41 TMENT OR OUTAGE
None
-
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