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|
Gentlemen:

Generic Letter (GL) 99-02, " Laboratory Testing ofNuclear Grade Activated Charcoal, " was
issued on June 3,1999, to alert licensees on the requested NRC use of American Society for
Testing and Materials (ASTM) D3803-1989, " Standard Test Method for Nuclear-Grade ;

Activated Charcoal" for ventilation systems that are credited for protecting dose limits. The j
generic letter contained five speci5c Requested Actions oflicensees. Requested Action #5 of
the generic letter requests that licensees who choose not to perform the NRC desired actions
notify the NRC in writing within 60 days of their plans to pursue an alternate approach, the
schedule for the alternate approach, and the basis for continued operability. Entergy
Operations is not taking opposition to the requested actions of the generic letter, however, we
are taking this opportunity to clarify proposed actions that will be taken on the Arkansas
Nuclear One (ANO) Unit I reactor building (RB) purge filtration system and Unit 2
containment purge and exhaust system. ;

|ANO-1 Specification 3.22 (Surveillance 4.25) applies a limiting condition for operation to the i

RB purge filtration system. The RB purge filtration system is one of four ventilation systems |
currently specified in the ANO-1 TS. The RB purge system is not used during normal
operation and provides no safety function in the event of a design basis accident. ANO-1 ,

Specification 3.23.1 requires the RB purge valves to be closed whenever containment integrity |
is required. Therefore, the RB purge system would not provide a release path in the event of I

an accident. The purge system is only used to vent the RB during shutdown. The fuel
handling accident in containment as discussed in ANO-1 Safety Analysis Report (SAR) Section
14.2.2.3, does not take credit for filtration in the release of radionuclides to the environment.
Additionally, the' safety evaluation for Amendment 197 to the ANO-1 Operating License, 1

Iwhich granted the ability to leave the RB equipment hatch open during fuel movement for
potential fuel handling events inside containment, does not take credit for filtration for meeting

Therefore, ANO-1 safety analysis does not take credit for the RB purge, fPart 100 limits.
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system for ensuring that accident dose limits remain'well within 10CFR100 limits. Entergy is
in the process of submitting proposed TSs for ANO-1 that will be based on the Revised

j

Standard Technical Specifications Format of NUREG-1430. One of the planned changes that
'

will be submitted will be the deletion of the TS requirements for the ANO-1 RB purge system.
l

ANO-2 Specification 3/4.9.4 similarly applies a limiting condition for operation to the
containment purge and exhaust system. The containment pmge and exhaust system is one of
three ventilation systems currently specified in the ANO-2 TS. The containment purge and
exhaust is also not used during normal operation and is only used to vent the containment
during shutdown. ANO-2 Specification 3/4.6.1.6 requires the containment purge valves to be
closed while in Modes 1 through 4. The fuel handling accident in containment, as discussed in
ANO-2 SAR Section 15.1.23, does not take credit for filtration in the release of radionuclides
to the environment. As was for ANO-1, the NRC safety evaluation for Amendment 203 to the
ANO-2 Operating License, which granted the ability to leave the containment equipment hatch
open during fuel movement, does not take credit for filtration. Since the ANO-2 safety ]
analysis does not take credit for the containment purge system for ensuring that accident dose I

limits remain well within 10CFR100 limits, Entergy does..not propose to change the filter
testing requirements for this system. It is our intent that a future TS change request will be
processed to remove this filtration system from the TS.

Requested Action #2 of GL 99-02 is to submit TS changes within 180 days, which adopt
ASTM D3803-1989 including the specific test conditions that the charcoal will be tested.
ANO-1 and ANO-2 have TSs for the control room and the fuel handling area ventilation
systems, and ANO-1 also has TSs for the penetration room ventilation system, which are used
to limit 10CFR100 releases. For these systems, Entergy intends to comply with the actions of
GL 99-02 for testing these charcoal filters using ASTM D3803-1989. Entergy believes that
ANO is meeting the overall intent of GL 99-02 for the ventilation systems that are credited in
10CFR100 safety analysis. However, based on the wording of the requested actions of GL 99-
02, we are notifying the NRC that we do not intend to revise the ANO-1 RB purge filtration
system and the ANO-2 containment purge and exhaust system specifications per the generic |

letter. The technical specifications for the control room ventilation system for both units have |
been recently modified to reference the ASTM standard. The remainder of the ANO-1 and i
ANO-2 TSs will be modified, as necessary, to reference ASTM D3803-1989 testing within 180 l

days of the date of the generic letter per Requested Action #2.

.

Very truly yours,

V

unmy . Vandergrift
Direct r, Nuclear Safety
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cc: Mr. Ellis W. Merschoff
Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
RegionIV
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011-8064

* NRC Senior Resident Inspector ;

Arkansas Nuclear One i

P.O. Box 310
London, AR72847

(

Mr. Nick Hilton
NRR Project Manager Region IV/ANO-1 l

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
. ,. NRR Mail Stop 13-D-18 ._

One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Chris Nolan
NRR Project Manager Region IV/ANO-2
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
NRR Mail Stop 13-D-18
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
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