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August 1, 1997

The Honorable Olympia J. Snowe
. .

-United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-1903

'

Dear Senator Snowe:

I am responding to your letter of June 17, 1997, in which you referred to an
anonymous letter the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received on
istees at the Maine Yankee Atomic Power Station and requested that every step
be taken to ensure the safety of the plant.

The NRC staff received the anonymous letter on June 12, 1997. The author
asserted that a nsk assessment of the Maine Yankee facility submitted to the
NRC in August 1992 may have significantly underestimated the plant's risk.
The 3upporting documentation accompanying the anonymous letter provides
detols of instances in which the author believes the risk assessment is in
error. Specifically, it is asserted that Maine Yankee may have
inappropriately reduced the initiating event frequencies related to the loss
of ventilation for the protected switchgear room.

The NRC is handling this matter in accordance with its stated policy and
procedures for management of allegations as described in the enclosed
brochure, " Reporting Safety Concerns to the NRC." The NRC technical staff is
reviewing the anonymous letter and associated documentation. The party that
forwarded the anonymous letter to the NRC staff will be kept informed of the
staff's ongoing review and will be sent a copy of the final report. Because
the plant is currently shut dcwn and defueled, the concerns raised in the
anonymous letter. if substantiated, do not present an immediate safety
problem.

,

I assure you that the NRC will conduct a thorough evaluation of the assertions
made in the anonymous letter. This evaluation will be completed regardless of,
the owners' decision regarding returning the facility to service.

I trust this reply addresses your concerns. If you have additional questions,
please do not hesitate to let me know.

Sincerely,
NMWN p&rr;av

Shirley Ann ~ Jackson
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