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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM

File No,
To: See Below Date: September 10, 1979
e T-- / 4 . 4,
From: J. T, Burnett €/ ALyt [/
Subject: Report of Visit bf Harry Pettengill, NRC

All afternoon of September 6th was spent with Mr, Harry
Pettengill, who was visiting all or most uranium mills to aid him
in another Guide he is to write.

Of particular interest were our discussions of measure=
ment of Radon and his comments on the §3500 proposal by Aeroen=-
vironment, Inc., which 1 had vequested. My position was that
continuous monitoring is unnecessary, since we can already oat
three or even four intercompaiison checks with our own existing

equipment using the Kusnetz and Hill methods and our lab scintillation

counter methods., These depend on a five minute sample only.

Harry Snowden, Mine Radon Technician, explained measure-
ments made in the mine and showed the data for both mine and mill.
Surface measurements are very consistent for a given location as
for instance at the ball mill, crusher, or vent shaft fence. These
places we expect to find Radon and we do each time. There is no
point in measuring it continuously,

The same will be true of boundary locations, the nearest
residence and a background site. The numbers will be in the range
of .00 Working Levels or ,000 picocuries per liter. We will make
all the trivial non-productive measurements the NRC wants if we may
charg. « fee for them,

The Aeroenvironment discussion led to bio assays and
"in vivo" body counts by Helgesen Nuclear Services, Mr. Pettengill
appreciated our successful resistance to having even annual in vivo
bedy count by the single supplier of such services, and placed
Aeroenvironment, Inc, in the same category of trying to come up
with another single source service.

We also went over my actions in discontinuing the
individual personnel dosimetry monitoring. He agreed with my
findings that we are below the 25% criteria of 20,202, and the
Part 20 Regulations support my position regardless of having
specific approval,

The subject of outside analyses of samples of flora and
fauna, and the cost thereof, was also discussed., He laughed at
the five non-compliance items found by Chuck Cain, NRC Inspector,
calling them some term 1 have forgotten,

My "training" method of using the Paycheck Memo approach

was discussed briefly, along with the unusual analyses of Brazil
nuts, brine flies, fish bones, boiler clinkers and fly ash, I have
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requested of my technicians.

Mr, Pettengill's visit was the same as another official
NRC inspection, but he was not nit-picking and seemed to find no
fault. He also warned us to expect the MPC level to be cut by
50%, and a formula for calculating internal and external dose of
radiation, He mentioned that we should stay in close contact by
phone and that he would ask for our comments on the forth-coming
milling guide,
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