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July 12, 1999

To Whom It May Concern at Nuclear Regulatory Commission:

This 1s a letter to document the clinical implications of the recently discovered
underdosing on four cesium 137 brachytherapy patients. In all four patients the error was
an underdosage and so there were no untoward side effects due to radiation therapy from
the miscalculation. In fact, all of the patients seem to have nothing out of the ordinary in
the way of radiation side effects. My partner, Dr. Richard Chung, has already made the
decision on three patients to not deliver any further radiation therapy because the
underdosage in those three patients was not deemed to be climically significant. These
three patients should not have any statistically significant change in their estimated risk
of recurrence. The radiation therapy that was delivered to these three patients is still
considered within the clinical range of doses felt to be acceptable for treatment of their
respective cancers. The fourth patient, J.C. was not treated with any external beam
radiation therapy and therefore the underdosage of her implant was felt to be below the
clinically accepted range. For that reason she will be given a followup appointment this
week with me where 1 will recommend a further course of radiation therany. 1 will
recommend that the underdosage be made up with a few external beam treatments,
although we could make 1t up with a second implant if the patient prefers. This second
course of radiation therapy for this one patient is the only clinical side effect that is a
result of the underdosage of the four patients mentioned above.

Sincerely,

@5

Glenn Stewart, MD
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