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On August 12, 1986, while station personnel were preparing to nake a
routine entry into the containment building, both the inner and outer
air lock doors were momentarily oper.ed at the sane time, resulting in a
loss of containment integrity. The outer air lock door was immediately
reclosed, thereby reestablishing containment integrity.
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'
The inner air lock door had failed to latch when the door was closed
previously. The door closing mechanism was turned too quickly, allowing
the door to bounce open before it was captured by the latching
mechaninm.

i

| The health and safety of the public were not affected.
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Plant and Systen Identification:

Westinghouse 4-loop Premeurized Water Reactor

Identification of Occurrence:

Loss of Containment integrity due to simultaneous opening of both inner
and outer doors in the ,ersonnel air lock -

Event Date

August 12, 1986

Reference

Indian Point 2 Signific .it Occurrence Report 86-326

Past Similar Occurrence:

LER 83-045 - 12/8/83

Description of Occurrer.ce:

When station personnol were preparing to make a containment entry at
power, containment integrity was breached when both the inner and outer
personnel air lock doors were opened at the same time. This is contrary
to the requirements of the technical specifications which require at
least one air lock door to be secured during unit operation.

The circumstances as described were detected when a crew was about to
enter the containment to perform a maintenance task. While opening the
outer door of the air lock, the inner door was determined to be
partially open. The outer door was immediately reclosed, thereby
reestablishing containment integrity. The doors are part of a Chicago
Bridge at.d Iron Personnel Air Lock, Model 9-5757.

'Analynis of Occurrence:

The loss of containment integrity at the time of discovery was estimated
to have been of lenn than fifteen seconds duration. For any
radiological release to have occurred a hypothetical loss of coolant
accident would have had to occur coincident with this brief event, an

extremely unlikely occurrence.
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Cause of Occurrence:

The air lock doors are interlocked to prevent having both doors open at
the name time. IIowever, the interlock is on the door latching
mechanism, not on the door itself. The inner door latch was closed,
satisfying the operating interlock, and allowed the outer door to be
opened.

The air lock inner door was successfully reopened and reclosed from
the operating station outside the air lock. The air lock was then
entered and an inspection was made to determine the reason the interlock
had failed. The door mechanism was verified to be in good working order
and the poor was operated successfully several times.

The cause of the inner door not being secured was determined to be a
result of opurating the door closing handwheel too quickly at the time
of the prior entry which allowed the door to rebound open before the
latching mechanism caught the door and locked it closed. This was
confirmed during the evaluation of the incident. The individual
operating the door was not experienced in operating the air lock doors,
and turned the door wheel too quickly.

Corrective Action:

For the short term, to prevent a recurrence of the problem only
experienced and trained operators will be permitted to operate the air
locks. Door maintenance is scheduled to make the necessary adjustments
to ensure that the door will not bounce before being caught by the
operating mechanism. The preventive maintenance procedure will also be
reviewed and revised as necessary. An engineering review of the door
mechanism has also been initiated to determine the most effective long
term solution to preventing a recurrence.
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Consolidated Edson Company of New York, Inc.. *

Insen Point Station
Broadway & Bleakley Avenue
Buchanan NY 10511
Telephone (914) 737 8116

September 10, 1986

Re Indian Point Unit No. 2
Docket No. 50-247
LER-86-30-00

Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Sirs:

The attached Licensee Event Report LER-86-30-00 is hereby submitt.ed in
accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR Part 50.73.

$f
very truly yours,

sM M

att

'

cc Dr. Thomas E. Murley
Regional Administrator Region I
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
631 Park Avenue
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Senior Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 38

. Buchanan, NY 10511
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