Princeton University Office of Occupational Health & Safety
James Forrestal Campus
Princeton, New Jersey 08544
609-452-5294

September 19, 1986

Muclear Regulatory Commission, Region 1
Nuclear Material Section B

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, PA 19406

Attention: Mr. Jack Davis ke: License No. 29-05185-25
Dockzt No. 030-12287
Control No. 105678

Dear Sir or Madam:

This letter requests amendment of Princeton Univeristy's Irradiator License
No. 29-05185-25; specifically we request deletion of the phrase "and in the
physical presence of the authorized user" first imposed by the Cammission
in amendment No. 10 (license condition No. 11), signed by Mr. Jack Davis
on July 2, 1986.

Under Princeton University's existing radiocactive materials authorization
procedure (see Radiation Safety Guide Section 5) only persons of senior
rank, such as laboratory directors and/or faculty, are authorized (licensed)
by the Radiation Safety Camittee to use and possess radioactive materials
of the magnitude contained in the two irradiators. Both of the individuals
so~authorized are members of the faculty with substantial teaching and cther
academic responsivilities; thus, they cannot be in the irradiator labor-
atory facilities at all times. For these reasons the restrictions added

to the license in amendment No. 10 place an unreasonable burden on the
operation of the laboratories and are essentially unworkable in an academic
environment. Similarly, a procedure whereby the Radiation Safety Cammittee
would individuelly authorize all irradiator rators including post-doctoral
research staff, technical staff and graduate %Enu would result in an un-
reasonable and, we believe, unnecessary administrative burden on the Commit-
tee and would dilth ﬂ)? responsibility of the authorized user for the con-
tinued safe operation these devices.

At the same time we undgystand the Camission's concerns and intentions in
this matter and agree that only responsible, trained persons should be
authorized to operate or supervise the operation of the irradiators. To
ensure continued safe operation and to resolve this dilemma we propose the
following procedure as a substitute for your requirement that the devices
be operated only in the "physical presence of the authorized user."
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1. We will continue the established procedure where one senior individ-
ual is designated as the authorized (licensed) user by the University
Radiation Safety Committee. Inherent in this procedure is the under-
standing that this individual is responsible for all aspects of safe
operation and use of the irradiator.

2. 'The authorized user will designate persons wham he or she believes to
have the personal and technical qualifications to became irradiator
operators.

3. 'These persons will attend a three hour training course presented by
the Health Physics staff which deals with radiation safety ana the
safety features and the operation of the irradiator. Following the
Health Physics training the designees will receive specific training,
presented by the authorized user, or in the future experienced irradia-
tor operators, relating to the use and operation of the irradiator, in-
cluding hands-on training. An outline of the proposed Health Physics
training course for irradiator operators is attached as Appendix A.

4. Following campletion of the training, the authorized user will inform
the Health Physics Office in writing of the names of those individuals
who have been approved as an "irradiator operator." The Office of Occu-
pational Health and Safety will inform the Radiation Safety Cammittee of
these appointments.

5. Only persons formally identified in writing as an "irradiator operator"
will be permitted to operate or supervise the operation of the devices.

We trust this proposal will satisfy the Commission's concerns regarding the
safe operation of the irradiators at Princeton University. It eliminates the
recently added requirement which is now interferring with the operation of
the one existing irradiator facility which has been operated safely for al-
most 10 years. With respect to the new irradiator authorized in amendment
No. 10, we do not now expect delivery of this unit until sometime in Novem-
ber.

Please give this request your prampt and favorable consideration. If we
can be of any assistance or prouvide additional information, please do not
hesitate to contact Mr. Robert I. Milwicz, the Senior Health Physicist, or
the author. Thank you for your cooperation and interest.

Very truly yours,

gadd/wat_

C. Faust
Director

JCF: 1t

cc: Radiation Safety Camittee
Prof. R. M. May
L. A. Pyle, Jr., M.D.
file 9.16
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" BETWEEN:

William 0. Miller, Chief

License Fee Management Branch
Office of Administration

John E. Glenn, Chief

Nuclear Materials Section B
Division of Engineering and

Technical Programs
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