.. PSeg\(pADR Richar & Cunnln%ham

+ ECOLOCGYALER’

v SHBOX €21 Jan 4 =87
.#ﬁ‘aLOOMSBURG 178i5
- E Nemethy, Sec'y he: bhatcriale Safety he,ulations

Fed Reg - Dec 17-86, p 45122
LRC

hules & FProcedures Branch 'a. "1 I?é

Div of Rules & Hecords

Wash DC 20555 SIFR YS|32
Gentlemen = 86-_1_

The NkC is to be commended for contracting this study or materiels
safety resulations,

1The men who produced the rerort have ;ulled no prunches, unezrthed
some existing conditions that demand correction, and have come up
with 22 notable ideas on how to correct them,

Their report, on the whole, is writtenm in elesr language. (l1lhough
we did tske issue with the needlessly nrissy phrase "regul-rtory
implementstion gap", which is repeated throughout. Why rnot just
gay "regulatory lack" or "omission"?)

we have some comments on the following recommendsat ' ons:

#1 - Since NRC, céirectly or indirectly, is the creator of the medi-
cal and industrial uses of radionuclide by-products, we feel
NRC should be repponsible for resulating all hazardous materizls
used in these processes.

Otherwise, there could be a cat's cradle of conflicting or
overlapping suthority =t such facilities, This might pro-
duce complete confusiorn, or stalemates - in which nobody

¢l aims responsibility.

#2 - The study suggests tihe threshold for "soluble uranium exposure"
be lowered from 2 mg, DBased on some of NRC's other exposure
guidelines, we feel it suould probebly be lowered to .2 mg or
even ,02 mg,

#3 - Re: deviceg used in gauges to measure level, thickness and den-
sity: Aren't there effective non-radioactive ways to do these
jobs? Yossibly with lesers? If so, why not pnhase out this
group ot devices?

The "limiting criteria" for accidentzl exposures - 200 rem to
the extremities, 50 rem to body orgesns - are not only high,
but pose an unconscionable risk to workers or anyone exposed
to tliese gadgets,

#7 - We must take excention to the proposal thst NRC require re-
maining states to join the Agreement States Frogram, 1In FA,
this would probably rest with the lept of Environmental Re=-
sources, whose performance has not been so hot, We don't
think they're ready for tuis.

#16 - Tuis recommendation indirectly points un a ma; or flaw in
NRC regulaticne - =nd other communicetions: "...& licensee
may unwittingly fail to comply with & requirement because

| ‘!' S + i 4 - 1 2 &
the licemsee did not interpret it the sare wap NKC did."
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