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On February 17, 1987, at 0138 hours, personnel discovered two fire doors propped
open near the Diesel Generator 1A room. No hourly fire watch had been established
as required per Technical Specifications. The doors were closed at 0200 hours,
which returned them to an operable status. Unit 1 was at approximately 100Z power
at the time of this incident.

This incident is assigned Cause Code A, Personnel Error, because the doors were
propped open by personnel. The responsible personnel could not be determined.

In addition to this incident, another fire door was found propped open on March 10,
1987, at approximately 1920 hours leading into Diesel Generator 1B room. No one
was found in the area. A revision to this report will be forthcoming which will

address this particular incident in more detail.

This incident is reportable pursuant to 10CFR 50.73, Section (a)(2)(1)(B).
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BACKGROUND

Technical Specification ( Tech Spec) 3.7.11 states that all fire barrier
penetrations (EIIS:PEN) and all sealing devices in fire rated assembly penetrations
shall be operable at all times. The action statement for this Tech Spec states:
With one or more of the above fire barrier penetrations and/or sealing devices
inoperable, within 1 hour either establish a continuous fire watch on at least one
side of the affected penetration, or verify the operability of fire detectors on at
least one c¢ide of the inoperable penetration and establish an hourly fire watch
patrol.

DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

On February 16, 1987, at 1917 hours, Security Officer A patrolled through the
Switchgear Room adjacent to the Unit 1 Diesel Generator (D/G) (EIIS:DG) rooms.
Security Officer A noticed that fire door (EIIS:DR) AX353B, leading into the D/G 1A
room, was closed. Security Officer A exited the area at 1922 hours, and Security
Officer B entered the area at 1923 hours. Security Officer B also noticed that
fire door AX353B was closed. At 1925 hours, Security Officer B exited the area.

At 2147 hours, a Nuclear Equipment Operator (NEO) entered the D/G room while
performing his rounds. The NEO noticed that fire doors AX353B and AX302, leading
into the D/G 1A room, were opened. The NEO exited the area at 2155 hours. The NEO
re-entered the area at 2203 hours and exited at 2208 hours. Quality Assurance (QA)
surveillance personnel entered the Switchgear Room at 0138 hours on February 17,
1987. The QA personnel noticed that each of the two doors leading into the D/G 1A
room were propped open by a waste receptacle. QA personnel notified the Fire
Protection Console Operator (FPCO) of the open fire doors. The need to establish
an hourly fire watch had not been identified to the FPCO. The FPCO dispatched a
Security Officer to close the doors. At 0200 hours, the doors were closed.

CONCLUSION

During the time of this incident, personnel in the area of the Unit 1 Switchgear
and D/G 1A rooms noticed that the rooms were warm. The doors were probably opened
to allow air circulation and cool down the area. A violation of Tech Spec 3.7.11
resulted when the fire doors were opened and a fire watch was not established.

This incident is assigned Cause Code A, Personnel Error, because the doors were
propped open by personnel. The responsible personnel could not be determined.

In addition to this incident another fire door (AX353C) was found propped open on
March 10, 1987, at approximately 1920 hours leading into D/G 1B room. No one was
found in the area. A revision to this report will be forthcoming which will
address this particular incident in more detail.

There have been two previous incidents in which fire watches were not established

for impaired fire barriers due to a lack of follow-up activity (see LERs 413/84-32
and 413/85-46).
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CORRECTIVE ACTION

SAFETY ANALYSIS

(1) Security Officer closed both doors.

The health and safety of the public were not affected by this incident.

(2) All Nuclear Production Station personnel will be reminded, in the monthly
safety meeting, to keep fire doors closed.

During the time that the fire doors were inoperable, the fire detectors in the area
were operable and would have notified personnel if a fire had occurred.
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DukeE POweER COMPANY
P.O. BOX 33189
CHARLOTTE, N.O. 28242
HAL B. TUVCKER

VICE PRESIDENT
NUULEAR PRODUCTION

March 19, 1987

Document Control Desk
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Catawba Nuclear Station, Unit 1
Docket No. 50-413

Gentlemen:

TELEPHONE
(704) 373-4831

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Section (a) (1) and (d), attached is Licensee Event Report
413/87-09 concerning a fire watch not being established due to a personnel error.
This event was considered to be of no significance with respect to the health and

safety of the public.

Very truly yours,

S P ek

Hal B. Tucker
RWO/37/sbn
Attachment

xc: Dr. J. Nelson Grace, Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II
101 Marietta Street, NW, Suite 2900
Atlanta, Georgia 30323

American Nuclear Insurers

c/o Dottie Sherman, ANI Library
The Exchange, Suite 245

270 Farmington Avenue
Farmington, CT 06032

M&M Nuclear Consultants
1221 Avenue of the Americas
New York, New York 10020

INPO Records Center
Suite 1500

1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

Mr. P. K. Van Doorn
NRC Resident Inspector
Catawba Nuclear Station



