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March 1, 1988

Mr. Bruce Mallett
Nuclear Regulatory Coctnission
799 Roosevelt Acad
Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

,

Dear Mr. Mallett

Attached is Amway's request for relief from the NKC order which !

300 and 900suspends all general licenses for the use of 3M 200,d on, instructionsscrles air ionisers. The request was sent base
per 3X'e February 19, 1388, notice which indicates such relief
could be granted upon a formal request to the NRC in situations L

where the use of the cubject atr ionitors is essential to the
safety of the oper& tion. Upon receir. of the NRC's order,
however, it appears that while reliel can be granted in those
situations, it la only availr.ble if the use of the devices is not
involved in applications involving food, beverages,

'pharr.aceuticals or co wetics.
,

As indicated in our attached request to the NRC, Amway uses four
(4) 3M Model 210 air ionisers to eliminate the accumulation of
static electricity on nylon vorm spacar screws in an area where
aerosol cans are gassed with hydrocarbon propellants. The
operation involves two gassing stations. One nylon vorm spacing
screw is located on each side of both gassing stations. Aerosol
cans containing product concentrate, with the lid and actuater

but not crimpe d, are transported via avalve stem in
ta; placee first worm spacer screw to tae gas stationconveyor past

where the propellant is injected into the can and the lid is
,

,

crirped to the can. The sealed aerosol can is then transported ;

via the conveyor past another nylon worm spacer screw and then
out of the gas house area. The nylon worm spacer screws run
parallel to the conveyor and are located approximately 3-5 feet
from the gas station. The 3M Model 210 air ionitors are locat+:1
directly above the worm spacer screws parallel to them and the
conveyor. They are dit'teted downward and are pDeitioned below
the rlm level of the aerosol cans being conveyed past them.

The aerosol cans handled in this operation eay contain cosmetic
and drug products. Given the provisions of the NRC order, as
well as the prov!sion that the Director may relax or rescind any
of these provisions, Amway Corporation is requesting that it be

,

allowed to continue to use these devices.
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Given the ne::essity of these air ionizars for safety reasons,
their lack of dirr:t contact with product or the aerosol cans,
their downward orientation and locatlen below the rin level of
the nemmel cans conveyed past them, and the covered and then
sealed state of the cans passing by them, it is felt relief from
the NRC's order for continued operation should be granted.

Amway is currently look.ing at suitable alternatives to ensure
safety in this area. A move away from the 3M air ionitors is ,

planned but the timing of this is, as you can understand,
difficult to preiict. We would hop to switch sometime in the
next 3-6 months.

'

During the interim period, Arway would be willing to take
precautions to ensure leaktge has not and does not occur in the
future. We would look to 3M or an outside consultant to perforv.

periodic, i.e. monthly, radiatlonthe initial as well as
surveys. (We are currently attempting ,to make arrangements with
3M to do this.)
If you have any questions, feel free to contact ene at
(616)61f-6876.
Sincerely,

fA hk W
Xark S. Hoogewi , X.P.M., C.I.H.
Senior Group 14ader
Technical services

MSHikash:35

Inclosure

ec R. Bednar
R. Jaglowski
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&&4'!C1 BRUC2 MALLETF -

NUCLEAR REGULA'[ClW ColWIGSION
FRON: MARK HCCGEWIND

SUBJECT: RELIEF FROM NRC ORDER

PLEASE BE, ADVISED, 'tWO PAGES FOLLOW.
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AMWAY CORPORATION
-

TELECOP!ES
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DATE: - 3SkN
PAGES: 3

TO FOLLOW
'

.

IF ANY OF THE AB0VE NUMBERE3 PAGES ARE NOT RECE!VID,
PLEASE cal.L THE FOLLOWING NUh0E8t 616-??6-6800.

THANK YOU,
:

CINDY SHERMN

PLEASE COPY FOR THE FOLLOWING
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AMWAY CORPORAT!0N FAX NUM!E93:
,

616 676 6177 - RAPICOM 3100
616 676 5088 - RAPICCM 5000
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