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March 15,1999
j|

EA 99-049 |

|
Westinghouse Electric Corporation
ATTN: Mr. J. B. Allen, Manager i

Columbia Plant
Commercial Nuclear Fuel Division
P.O. Box R
Columbia, SC 29250

SUBJECT: NRC INSPECTION REPORT NO. 70-1151/98-10
i

Dear Mr. Allen:

Thank you for your response of January 29,1999, to our Notice of Violation issued on
December 31,1998, concerning activities conducted at the Columbia Nuclear Fuel Plant. We
have evaluated your response and found that it meets the requirements of 10 CFR 2.201.

After reviewing your letter, we have made the following assessment. Violation A of the
December 31,1998, Notice of Violation stated that storage of nuclear materials were not being i

conducted in accordance with approved procedures in that uranium oxide sample containers
were routinely stored on an engineered storage rack without being authorized by area operating
procedures or nuclear criticality safety postings. In your response letter of January 29,1999,
you state that, "During the inspection, the inspectors were incorrectly told that placing the cups

'

with 10 gram samples into the storage racks was not covered by procedure. Subsequent to the
close of the inspection, however, it was determined that there is an operating procedure
(COP-815002, Revision 23, August 1,1997) that specifically addresses this."

Based on this new information, we have concluded that the use of the storage racks for the
sample cups was addressed by the procedure; therefore, this aspect of the violation is
withdrawn. However, as noted in the original Notice and in your response the nuclear criticality
safety posting did not address this configuration. Thus, the Violation remains valid with respect
to this latter issue and we will adjust our records regarding Procedure COP-815002 accordingly.

'As stated in the subject inspection report and your response to the Notice of Violation, actions
were completed to correct the posting prior to the end of the inspection. Thus, no further
response is required to address the revised violation.

Your corrective action associated with Violation B will be reviewed during future inspections.
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Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely,

l

(Original signed by
,

E. J. McAlpine) l

|

Edward J. McAlpine, Chief |
Fuel Facilities Branch j

DMsion of Nuclear Materials Safety |
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Westinghouse Electric Corporation l
P. O. Box R
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Virgil R. Autry, Director
Div. of Radioactive Waste Mgmt.
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2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Distribution:
E. McAlpine, Ril
D. Ayres, Ril
P. Harich, NMSS
P. Hiland, Rill
W. Britz, RIV
B. Spitzberg, RIV
J. Lieberman, OE
B. Summers, OE
PUBLIC

(see next page for all concurrences)

OFFICE Rll:DNMS Ril:EICS
SIGNATURE

NAME DAyres ABoland

DATE 3/ M 3/ M 3/ M 3/ M
COPY? YES NO YES NO YES NO YES NO

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY DOCUMENT NAME: G:\ REPORTS \nov9810.wes



. . - - _ - _ _ _ _ _ .. _.. ._

. . . -.

WEC 2

ur cooperation in this matter is appreciated.

Sincerely, |

Edward J. McAlpine, Chief
Fuel Facilities Branch
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety ;

Docket No. 70-1151
License No. SNM-1107

cc: Wilbur Goodwin, Manager
Regulatory Affairs
Commercial Nuclear Fue! Divisi
Westinghouse Electric Corporatio
P. O. Box R
Columbia, SC 29250

Virgil R. Autry, Director !
Div. of Radioactive Waste Mgmt.
S. C. Department of Health
and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Distribution:
E. McAlpine, Ril
D. Ayres, Ril
P. Harich, NMSS
P. Hiland, Rlli
W. Britz, RIV
B. Spitzberg, RIV
PUBLIC

~3. LlO, CV p
OFFICE Ril:DNMp RN;WM,

S6GNATURE * Q ) q y () ,(); g y Wy
NAME DAyres ~ ABoland'

DATE p / | /99 A 3/rptv9 3/ 199 3/ /993

COPY? ( YJR' NO /YEJ NO YES NO YEs NO

OFFICIAL RECORD COPY DOCUMENT NAMEG:\ REPORTS \NOV9810.WES

J


