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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

REFERRAL

' JULY 16, 1986

TO: NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

ACTION REQUESTED:
DIRECT REPLY, FURNISH INFO COPY

-
.

DESCRIPTION OF INCOMING:
i

ID: 431279

MEDIA:..' ' LETTER,

TO: PRESIDENT REAGAN

FROM: MS. MARY C. OTT
196 CHESTNUT STREET
POST OFFICE BOX 1424
DEERBURY MA 02331

| SUBJECT: SHARES CONCERNS ABOUT PILGRIM I PLANT

PROMPT ACTION IS ESSENTIAL -- IF REQUIRED ACTION HAS NOT BEEN
TAKEN WITHIN 9 WORKING DAYS OF RECEIPT, PLEASE TELEPHONE THE
UNDERSIGNED AT 456-7486.

RETURN CORRESPONDENCE, WORKSHEET AND COPY OF RESPONSE
(OR DRAFT) TO:
AGENCY LIAISON, ROOM 91, THE WHITE HOUSE, 20500

SALLY KELLEY
DIRECTOR OF AGENCY LIAISON
PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE
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Keep this worksheet attached to the original Incoming letter.
S:nd all routing updates to Central Reference (Room 75, OEOB).
Always return completed correspondence record to Central Files.

l Rifer questions about the correspondence tracking system to Central Reference, ext. 2590.
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The following incidents at Pilgrim I were reported i

in the Police News of the Clipper from May 23,1985 4

to Feb. 27,1986.
May 13... 7:40 a Edison Co. will test sirens on

nuclear alert system today. FD notified. Short bursts -
on sirens.

May 16...10:15 p SP dispatcher says at 9:30 ,

Pilgrim Nuclear Plant declared unusual event. No ;
further action, no dangers. Standby FD & fire chief i

notified. i
Aug.13...11:29 a SP Middleboro broadcasting i

test of Pilgrim nuclear plant. No action req.
Sept. 5... 8:22 a Test: Radiological emergency

- response plan, Pilgrim Sta., unusual event occurred
at 8:16 a, no action necessary. No danger to health or

5 public.
9:01 a Test. Pilgrim Sta., an alert occ. at 8:47 a, no ,

danger to health or public. Off-site personnel on
standby status. Notified FD.

10:38 a Test: Pilgrim Sta. site are emergency at-

10:35 a. Activate emergency procedure.
Acknowledged on county net. Confirmed, advised
FD.._

D 11:40 a Test: Pilgrim St. general emergency at'
11:36 a. On-site personnel activated. Public withine

5-mile radius to stay indoors. Advised FD..-

3:36 p Emergency test terminated.
Sept. 20... 8:27 p Middleboro SP says unusual

-

happening at Ply. nuclear power plant. FD says no
) immediate harm to public.

Oct.15... 7:15 p SP Middleboro says unusual
event at nuclear plant in Ply, announced at 6:48 p.
No action needed.

Oct.16...1:50 a Station W says unusual event at
Pilgrim nuclear plant has been terminated.

Oct. 29... 7:14 a Pilgrim Nuclear Station Reaction
System (test only) no action required.

Feb. 14...10:41 a Unusual event at Pilgrim sta-
__. tion Not a drill. . C'nntainer annline mtem in-

operable, deisel cooling system out.
12:42 p Unusual event at Pilgrim station ter-,

minated at 12 32 p.
,



A Growmg Sense cf Alarma..
. * e By MARY CTT

After cttending the meeting held rt Duxbury High
School on June 25 on the subject t f Pilgrim I, Bostra
Edisons' nuclear power plant, I feel compelled to
share my feelings for the benefit of anyone who was
unab!c to attend.

This evening was billed as an informational
meeting for the townspeople of Duxbury - an oppor-
tunity for Boston Edison to answer and address ques-
tions of concern to everyone.

We have all heard the rumors of mismanagement,
labor problems, and of course, the recent shut-down
of the plant in April by its monitoring agency, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. The NRC cited
Pilgrim I as one of the worst managed plants in the
country.

My purpose in participating in this meeting was to
allay my own fears about my nuclear neighbor and to
pose some questions which were of concern to me.

I directed my comment to Al Pederson e.f Boston
Edison, who is the recently hired chief of day-to-day
operations at the plant. I told him that I had recalled
reading several items in the Police los published in
the Duxbury Clipper which stated " unusual event,
Pilgrim N har Station." I had assumed that these
were minc 'ractions of some nature.

It is o nce the publicity accorded the
Cherynoby, t that I have become aware that
an " unusual es " 8- 'act the first of 4 classifica.
tions of serious- y the NRC to rate an acci-
dent at a nuclear 5 acility. (For informational

C purposes, the other s a.c: alert; site area emergency;
and general emergency.)

I asked Pederson to give the assembly a definition
of an "ununnat event," and further inquired as to
how many of these incidents had occurred at Pilgrim.
Pederson replied that he was new on the job and
perhaps Mr. Silva could answer my question.

Roger Silva, a former Plymouth selectman and
current coordinator of Boston Edison's emergency

~
preparedness for the plant, did not provide an ade-
quate definition of an unusual event; and in answer
to my second question, said he didn't have those

-
,

figures with him.. ' '
* At this point, Richard Starostecki of the NRC,

-j who is responsible for the safe operation of Pilgrim,
'% d k on interjected his thoughts on " unusual events" and- ' ~ .( w.8- fan == ss= dhi manowarrnnutunctions*

which were not serious matters. Regarding my con-
cern with their frequency, he responded "It would be-

, highly unlikely to have 4 or 5 such events occur in
W w e ,& - | even a 2-year period."

According to an Associa:ed Press Release, the
NRC guidelines define an " unusual event" as
anything that could mean " potential degradation of
the safety of the plant" where no release of radiationa

1 is expected. The NRC does nothing immediately
*

when told of an unusual event.
Presumably they are told. I wonder. Mr.,

Starostecki seems out of touch with what is going on
,

at Pilgrim. My research at the Duxbury Clipper of-
fice indicates that at least 3 " unusual events" were

, entered in the Duxbury Police los in a 5-month
J period from Sept.1985 to Feb.14,1986.'.-
; My final question to Boston Edison was why there
. had been no " unusual event" e'stry in the police log

at the time of the famous baseball incident. Silva

m '
replied, "I have no comment on that."

Many other residents were equally frustrated in
their attempts to gain information. As the evening
wore on, I felt a growing sense of alarm. If these peo-
pie don't know - who knows? Never have I attended
a public forum and found the proponents of an issue
so ill prepared to provide information and support
for thier own proposals. The only conclusion I was
able to reach after 4h hours at this meeting was that
in fact there la ver* good reason for the public's
growing erosion of confidence in this facility, its
management ard its matchdog, the NRC.

Citizens should have public access to information
on Pilgrim I's performance record - its accidents;
their causes and solutions.

Many neighboring communities have had no say in
this plants inception, yet will bear the brunt of the
problem should trouble arise.

Starostecki said that based on the most recent in-
formation he had, he could find no reason to delay
putting Pilgrim I back on stream this summer.
I disagree. Too many questions remain

unanswered.
This report has been sent to President Reagan,

Governor Dukakis, Boston Edison, the Nuclear
Regulatory Agency, Senator Kennedy, Congressman
Studds, Senator Golden, Rep. Mann, and the Mar-
shfield/Duxbury League of Women Voters. Join me * Addendum
in urging them to ensure public disclosure of the
nneleer accidente that have taken place at Pilerim I.


