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Dr. Harold R. Denton, Director
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Policy Statement on Engineering Expertise on Shift
Generic Letter 86-04

Shoreham Nuclear Power Station - Unit 1 \

Docket No. 50-322

Dear Mr. Denton:

The subject letter authorizes utilities, at their option and with
NRC concurrence, to combine the roles of the Shift Technical
Advisor (STA) and one of the on-shift Senior Reactor Operators
(SRO's). The qualifications of this individual would enable him
to perform senior licensed operator duties while applying the
technical perspective of a graduate engineer. In this manner, the
distinct position of STA could be eliminated.

Shoreham's current program for providing engineering expertise on-
shift is to maintain the role 'of STA separate and distinct from
any on-shift SRO position. Additionally, our current STA program
does not utilize an " equivalency" criteria to an engineering
degree. To help each operating crew derive the maximum benefit
from the on-shift STA, the dedicated STA assumes an active role in
shift activities. Participating as a team member, each STA is
assigned to an operating crew, rotates with that crew, attends two
week simulator training sessions with the crew, participates in
shift turnover activities, reviews scram reports, reviews reports
of abnormal condition, is assigned as an assistant test director
and maintains an awareness of plant configuration and status. At
SNPS, the STA also provides on-shift support in power ascension
testing and in the area of core analysis. These responsibilities
will remain regardless of how the STA role is performed. Conse-
quently, in the short term, consolidation of the STA role into
that of a more highly qualified Watch Engineer (SRO) would not be
practical at Shoreham. It is our intention to maintain the
separate STA position for the purpose of providing engineering
expertise to the shift until at least the first refueling outage.
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As the Shoreham plant matures through the first cycle, the addi-
tional work load on the operating crew caused by power ascension
testing will diminish. As the demands for on shift engineering
expertise change, LILCO reserves the right to re-evaluate its
current program and may modify it for the long term. In the event
that the decision is made to take advantage of benefits afforded

i ' by combining the STA role with a qualified on shift SRO, a
suitable action plan will be developed and submitted to the
Commission for review and approval.>

If there are any questions, please contact this office.

Ver truly your,s,;
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cc: J. A. Berry

F. Rowsome, Division of Human Factors Technology
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